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In this satirical classic, a brilliant scientist invents the Karburator, a reactor that
can create abundant and practically free energy. However, the Karburator’s
superefficient energy production also yields a powerful by-product. The machine
works by completely annihilating matter and in so doing releases the Absolute,
the spiritual essence held within all matter, into the world. Infected by the heady,
pure Absolute, the world’s population becomes consumed with religious and
national fervor, the effects of which ultimately cause a devastating global war.
Set in the mid-twentieth century, The Absolute at Large questions the ethics and
rampant spread of power, mass production, and atomic weapons that Karel
Capek saw in the technological and political revolutions occurring around him.
Stephen Baxter provides an introduction for this Bison Books edition.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Capek's skewering of human greed and faith is all the more impressive given that the novel was originally
published in 1922."—Pedro Ponce, Review of Contemporary Fiction
(Pedro Ponce Review of Contemporary Fiction)

"Capek offers the tale of a machine capable of generating limitless energy that also releases the unknown
spiritual essence locked within physical matter, with cataclysmic results."—Library Journal
(Library Journal)

"The Absolute at Large goes beyond the religious fervor of Nazism, foreshadowing the collectivization of
Communism and the emergence of a free market too wide for any known West."—Village Voice
(Village Voice)

"A satirical science fiction classic. . . . Though Capek wrote The Absolute at Large more than 80 years ago, it
absolutely retains its wit and relevance today."—Donna McCrohan Rosenthal, News Review
(Donna McCrohan Rosenthal News Review)

"Capek's dialog is fantastic, his characters richly drawn. But his vision of a world transcendently captivated
by an apparent higher calling and then hoodwinked into war for nine years over a source of fuel is so
prescient, it makes the novel seem like it was written today."—Cara Hoffman, NPR's All Things Considered
(Cara Hoffman NPR's All Things Considered 2011-04-21)

Language Notes
Text: English, Czech (translation)

About the Author

Karel Capek (1890–1938) was an acclaimed Czech author of novels, plays, essays, political writings, and
short stories. His works include R.U.R., the famous play in which Capek coined the word “robot.” Stephen
Baxter is the author of several science-fiction works, including the Philip K. Dick Award–winning Vacuum
Diagrams, and the coauthor, along with Arthur C. Clarke, of The Light of Other Days.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Rangel:

This The Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This specific The Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination) without we know teach
the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Absolute
at Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination) can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or



bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Barbara Watson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Absolute at Large
(Bison Frontiers of Imagination) is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Tammy Schuler:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Absolute at
Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.

Vincent Espinoza:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Absolute at Large (Bison
Frontiers of Imagination) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a
book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination) can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their
time.
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