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Considered the definitive resource and text on forensic psychiatry and
psychology since the publication of the first edition, Psychological Evaluations
for the Courts, Second Edition, continues to be the most comprehensive
discussion of legal, research, and clinical issues for both mental health and legal
professionals. Fully revised and updated, the volume covers a broad range of
topicsin forensic mental health, including insanity, child abuse, sentencing,
personal injury claims, and civil commitment. Less traditional subjects such as
federal antidiscrimination and entitlement laws, competency to testify, workers
compensation, and a new section on the clinical evaluation of witness credibility
have also been added. Throughout, the authors summarize and analyze legal
issues, offer suggestions for evaluation procedures, and review appropriate
research on both clinical opinions and the legal process.

New to the Second Edition

Completely updated to reflect current research and practice, the volume contains
four entirely new chapters and has been revised throughout to include analyses of
new case law and clinical techniques; important research on competency and
dangerousness from the MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Mental
Health and Law; and new ethical rules developed by the American Psychological
Assocation and the American Psychiatric Association. Also new to this edition
are exercises and case studies for students in each chapter (see below).
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Considered the definitive resource and text on forensic psychiatry and psychology since the publication of
the first edition, Psychological Evaluations for the Courts, Second Edition, continues to be the most
comprehensive discussion of legal, research, and clinical issues for both mental health and legal
professionals. Fully revised and updated, the volume covers a broad range of topicsin forensic mental health,
including insanity, child abuse, sentencing, personal injury claims, and civil commitment. Less traditional
subjects such as federal antidiscrimination and entitlement laws, competency to testify, workers
compensation, and a new section on the clinical evaluation of witness credibility have also been added.
Throughout, the authors summarize and analyze legal issues, offer suggestions for evaluation procedures,
and review appropriate research on both clinical opinions and the legal process.

New to the Second Edition

Completely updated to reflect current research and practice, the volume contains four entirely new chapters
and has been revised throughout to include analyses of new case law and clinical techniques; important
research on competency and dangerousness from the MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Mental
Health and Law; and new ethical rules developed by the American Psychological Assocation and the
American Psychiatric Association. Also new to this edition are exercises and case studies for students in each
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Editorial Review
Review

"Psychological Evaluation for the Courtsis a splendid resource for mental health professionals who come
into contact with the legal system. Relevant law is presented concisely, and its application illustrated with
thorough reviews of empirical research. Clinicians are guided carefully through the essentials of the
evaluation process. This second edition is even more comprehensive than its excellent predecessor. Itisan
indispensable aid for all forensic evaluators, and an indispensable tool for studentsin forensic training
programs from the undergraduate to the postgraduate levels." --Paul Appelbaum, MD, Department of
Psychiatry, University of Massachusetts Medical Center

"Thisisabrilliant synthesis of law, policy, theory, practical wisdom, and clinical knowledge, integrated in
such away as to make this book absolutely essential reading for any forensic evaluator or examiner working
today. It isatour de force of law and the behavioral sciences, and will set the standard against which other
effortsin this areawill be assessed for the indefinite future. The authors' treatment of the insanity defenseis,
simply, the best that | have ever seen in thistype of context." --Michael Perlin, JD, Professor of Law, The
New York Law School

"Thisisabrilliant synthesis of law, policy, theory, practical wisdom, and clinical knowledge, integrated in
such away as to make this book absolutely essential reading for any professor of, or student in, forensic
mental health law. It isatour de force of law and the behavioral sciences, and will set the standard against
which other effortsin this areawill be assessed for the indefinite future. The authors' treatment of the
insanity defenseis, simply, the best that | have ever seen in thistype of context." --Michael Perlin, JD,
Professor of Law, The New Y ork Law Schaool

"With this fresh edition, Melton, Petrila, Pythress, and Slobogin have made another landmark contribution to
forensic practice. Comprehensivein legal coverage and rigorously empirical in analytic approach, this
lucidly written book is packed with astute suggestions for conducting clinical assessments. Any psychol ogist
or psychiatrist who gets on the witness stand without carefully having read Psychological Evaluations for the
Courts, Second Edition should be committed as ‘dangerousto self.' Thisis an immensely impressive work,
one of the few in the field that deserve to be called authoritative." --John Monahan, PhD, Doherty Professor
of Law, Professor of Psychology and Legal Medicine, University of Virginia
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I. General Considerations

1. Law and the Mental Health Professions; an Uneasy Alliance

2. An Overview of the Legal System: Sources of Law, the Court System, and the Adjudicative Process
3. The Nature and Method of Forensic Assessment

4. Constitutional, Common-law, and Ethical Contours of the Evaluation Process: the Mental Health
Professional as Double Agent

5. Managing Public and Private Forensic Services

I1. The Criminal Process

6. Competency to Stand Trial

7. Other Competencies in the Criminal Process

8. Mental State at the Time of the Offense

9. Sentencing

I11. Non-criminal Adjudication

10. Civil Commitment
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12. Compensating Mental Injuries: Workers Compensation and Torts
13. Federal Anti-Discrimination and Entitlement Laws

IV. Children and Families

14. Juvenile Delinquency

15. Child Abuse and Neglect

16. Child Custody in Divorce

17. Education and Habilitation

V. Communicating with the Courts

18. Consultation, Report Writing, and Expert Testimony

19. Sample Reports

20. Glossary

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joseph Anderson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Psychological Evaluations for the Courts: A
Handbook for Mental Health Professionals and Lawyers, Second Edition is kind of publication which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Sandra Snyder:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with



can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. Psychological Evaluations for the Courts: A Handbook for Mental Health Professionals and
Lawyers, Second Edition can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra
time problems.

Teresa Graham:

This Psychological Evaluations for the Courts: A Handbook for Mental Health Professionals and Lawyers,
Second Edition is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief
your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this Psychological Evaluations for the Courts: A Handbook for
Mental Health Professionals and Lawyers, Second Edition can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guideis the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especialy
this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book type for your better life and knowledge.

William Chestnut:

As astudent exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Psychological Evaluations for the Courts: A Handbook for Mental Health Professionals and
Lawyers, Second Edition can make you feel more interested to read.
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