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In this original trickster tale, Senor Calavera arrives unexpectedly at Grandma
Beetle's door. He requests that she leave with him right away. "Just a minute,"
Grandma Beetle tells him. She still has one house to sweep, two pots of tea to
boil, three pounds of corn to make into tortillas -- and that's just the start! Using
both Spanish and English words to tally the party preparations, Grandma Beetle
cleverly delays her trip and spends her birthday with a table full of grandchildren
and her surprise guest. This spirited tribute to the rich traditions of Mexican
culture is the perfect introduction to counting in both English and Spanish. The
vivacious illustrations and universal depiction of a family celebration are sure to
be adored by young readers everywhere.
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In this original trickster tale, Senor Calavera arrives unexpectedly at Grandma Beetle's door. He requests that
she leave with him right away. "Just a minute," Grandma Beetle tells him. She still has one house to sweep,
two pots of tea to boil, three pounds of corn to make into tortillas -- and that's just the start! Using both
Spanish and English words to tally the party preparations, Grandma Beetle cleverly delays her trip and
spends her birthday with a table full of grandchildren and her surprise guest. This spirited tribute to the rich
traditions of Mexican culture is the perfect introduction to counting in both English and Spanish. The
vivacious illustrations and universal depiction of a family celebration are sure to be adored by young readers
everywhere.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* PreS-Gr. 2. What's an old woman to do when a skeleton pays her a birthday visit and
beckons her to "come along"? Grandma Beetle, the heroine of this joyful book by the illustrator of
Harvesting Hope [BKL Je 1 & 15 03], stalls for time. "Just a minute," she says; there's something she needs
to do. One chore leads to another, but the skeleton can't mask his enthusiasm as Grandma cooks, fills pinatas,
and performs other tasks, each one linked to a number from 1 to 10, uno to diez. Eventually nueve
grandchildren arrive for Grandma's birthday party, and guess who else is invited? Even if children don't
grasp the implications of the skeleton's visit, they'll enjoy seeing him join the fun, and when he extends
Grandma's lease on life, the relieved, loving embrace she gives her grandchildren will satisfy young ones at a
gut level. Like the text, the rich, lively artwork draws strongly upon Mexican culture, with hints of Diego
Rivera in Grandma's robust form, and the skeleton resembling the whimsical figurines often seen in Day of
the Dead folk art. The splendid paintings and spirited storytelling--along with useful math and multicultural
elements--augur a long, full life for this original folktale. Jennifer Mattson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
Winking and nodding as she goes, a Latino grandmother will charm readers as she charms Death Himself in
this original counting-cum-trickster tale. When skeletal Senor Calavera appears at the door, Grandma Beetle
bids him wait while she sweeps ONE house ('UNO'), makes TWO pots of tea ('DOS'), grinds THREE
pounds of corn for tortillas ('TRES'), and so on, culminating in a festive birthday party at which Senor
Calavera finds himself guest number TEN ('DIEZ'). As Grandma, round and brown, with sparkles in her eyes
and gray hair both, bustles about, the expression on Senor Calavera's sugar-skull face grows more and more
hilariously impatient -- but by party's end, he's departed, leaving a thank-you note promising to be back for
Grandma Beetle's next birthday. Lit with dancing lines and warm colors, Morales' illustrations enhance the
appeal of this winning story even further. - Kirkus Reviews, starred review

What's an old woman to do when a skeleton pays her a birthday visit and beckons her to "come along"?
Grandma Beetle, the heroine of this joyful book by the illustrator of Harvesting Hope, stalls for time. "Just a
minute," she says; there's something she needs to do. One chore leads to another, but the skeleton can't mask
his enthusiasm as Grandma cooks, fills pinatas, and performs other tasks, each one linked to a number from 1
to 10, uno to diez. Eventually nueve grandchildren arrive for Grandma's birthday party, and guess who else is
invited? Even if children don't grasp the implications of the skeleton's visit, they'll enjoy seeing him join the
fun, and when he extends Grandma's lease on life, the relieved, loving embrace she gives her grandchildren
will satisfy young ones at a gut level. Like the text, the rich, lively artwork draws strongly upon Mexican
culture, with hints of Diego Rivera in Grandma's robust form, and the skeleton resembling the whimsical
figurines often seen in Day of the Dead folk art. Along with their useful math and multicultural elements, the
splendid art and spiritual storytelling auger a long, full life for this original folktale. - Booklist, starred
review

Winking and nodding as she goes, a Latino grandmother will charm readers as she charms Death Himself in
this original counting-cum-trickster tale... Kirkus Reviews

About the Author
Yuyi Morales is an artist, a Brazilian folk dancer, a puppet maker and the former host of a Spanish-language

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


storytelling radio show for children. She grew up in Mexico and now lives with her husband, son and cat in
Northern California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pablo Cook:

The book Just a Minute!: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book (Pura Belpre Medal Book Illustrator
(Awards)) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave the great thing like a book Just a Minute!: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book (Pura
Belpre Medal Book Illustrator (Awards))? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Just a Minute!: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book (Pura Belpre Medal Book Illustrator
(Awards)) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look
the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

John Silver:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Just a Minute!: A
Trickster Tale and Counting Book (Pura Belpre Medal Book Illustrator (Awards)) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Just a Minute!: A
Trickster Tale and Counting Book (Pura Belpre Medal Book Illustrator (Awards))is the one of several books
in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Kari Hughes:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Just a
Minute!: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book (Pura Belpre Medal Book Illustrator (Awards)) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are
able to pick Just a Minute!: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book (Pura Belpre Medal Book Illustrator
(Awards)) become your own personal starter.



Carlie Manson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication Just a Minute!: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book (Pura Belpre Medal
Book Illustrator (Awards)) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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