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The study of material culture is concerned with the relationship between persons
and things in the past and in the present, in urban and industrialized and in small-
scale societies across the globe. The Handbook of Material Culture provides a
critical survey of the theories, concepts, intellectual debates, substantive domains
and traditions of study characterizing the analysis of things. It is cutting-edge:
rather than simply reviewing the field as it currently exists. It also attempts to
chart the future: the manner in which material culture studies may be extended
and developed. . The Handbook of Material Culture is divided into five sections.
Section I maps material culture studies as a theoretical and conceptual field.
Section II examines the relationship between material forms, the human body and
the senses. Section III focuses on subject-object relations. Section IV considers
things in terms of processes and transformations in terms of production,
exchange and consumption, performance and the significance of things over the
long-term. Section V considers the contemporary politics and poetics of
displaying, representing and conserving material and the manner in which this
impacts on notions of heritage, tradition and identity. The Handbook charts an
interdisciplinary field of studies that makes an unique and fundamental
contribution to an understanding of what it means to be human. It will be of
interest to all who work in the social and historical sciences, from anthropologists
and archaeologists to human geographers to scholars working in heritage, design
and cultural studies.
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the present, in urban and industrialized and in small-scale societies across the globe. The Handbook of
Material Culture provides a critical survey of the theories, concepts, intellectual debates, substantive domains
and traditions of study characterizing the analysis of things. It is cutting-edge: rather than simply reviewing
the field as it currently exists. It also attempts to chart the future: the manner in which material culture
studies may be extended and developed. . The Handbook of Material Culture is divided into five sections.
Section I maps material culture studies as a theoretical and conceptual field. Section II examines the
relationship between material forms, the human body and the senses. Section III focuses on subject-object
relations. Section IV considers things in terms of processes and transformations in terms of production,
exchange and consumption, performance and the significance of things over the long-term. Section V
considers the contemporary politics and poetics of displaying, representing and conserving material and the
manner in which this impacts on notions of heritage, tradition and identity. The Handbook charts an
interdisciplinary field of studies that makes an unique and fundamental contribution to an understanding of
what it means to be human. It will be of interest to all who work in the social and historical sciences, from
anthropologists and archaeologists to human geographers to scholars working in heritage, design and cultural
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Editorial Review

Review
"The contributors pay serious attention to older and newer theoretical perspectives from a wide variety of
sources, including literary currents of the 1990's. Architects, economists, and historians are largely welcome
as visitors to this handbook." (J. L. Cooper 2006-10-09)

About the Author
He has written a number of books on archaeological theory exploring the relations between hermeneutic,
structuralist and post-structuralist perspectives and material culture.

Professor Michael Rowlands teaches cultural heritage and museum anthropology at the Department of
Anthropology, University College, London. His research interests include the theorisation and
conceptualisation of cultural heritage, material culture studies and cultural property in relation to long term
social and cultural change. He has conducted fieldwork research in West Africa (Nigeria, Cameroon,
Liberia) to investigate negotiations of material culture, heritage and museums. He currently coordinates a
cultural heritage research project between China and Europe funded by the EU and works in partnership with
the National Taiwan University on the revitalisation of indigenous cultural knowledge. His research also
focuses on post-conflict recovery through the Global Post-Conflict Recovery Network. In 1973 he was
awarded a PhD in Anthropology by University College London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Handbook of
Material Culture? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Marisa Reber:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea
for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Handbook of Material
Culture book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Elaine Davenport:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Handbook of Material Culture will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Victor Green:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Handbook of Material Culture when you required it?
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