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From the earliest days of cinema, scandalous films such as The Kiss (1896)
attracted audiences eager to see provocative images on screen. With controversial
content, motion pictures challenged social norms and prevailing laws at the
intersection of art and entertainment. Today, the First Amendment protects a
wide range of free speech, but this wasn’t always the case. For the first fifty
years, movies could be censored and banned by city and state officials charged
with protecting the moral fabric of their communities. Once film was embraced
under the First Amendment by the Supreme Court’s Miracle decision in 1952,
new problems pushed notions of acceptable content even further.

Dirty Words & Filthy Pictures explores movies that changed the law and resulted
in greater creative freedom for all. Relying on primary sources that include court
decisions, contemporary periodicals, state censorship ordinances, and studio
production codes, Jeremy Geltzer offers a comprehensive and fascinating history
of cinema and free speech, from the earliest films of Thomas Edison to the
impact of pornography and the Internet. With incisive case studies of risqué
pictures, subversive foreign films, and banned B-movies, he reveals how the
legal battles over film content changed long-held interpretations of the
Constitution, expanded personal freedoms, and opened a new era of free speech.
An important contribution to film studies and media law, Geltzer’s work presents
the history of film and the First Amendment with an unprecedented level of
detail.
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From the earliest days of cinema, scandalous films such as The Kiss (1896) attracted audiences eager to see
provocative images on screen. With controversial content, motion pictures challenged social norms and
prevailing laws at the intersection of art and entertainment. Today, the First Amendment protects a wide
range of free speech, but this wasn’t always the case. For the first fifty years, movies could be censored and
banned by city and state officials charged with protecting the moral fabric of their communities. Once film
was embraced under the First Amendment by the Supreme Court’s Miracle decision in 1952, new problems
pushed notions of acceptable content even further.

Dirty Words & Filthy Pictures explores movies that changed the law and resulted in greater creative freedom
for all. Relying on primary sources that include court decisions, contemporary periodicals, state censorship
ordinances, and studio production codes, Jeremy Geltzer offers a comprehensive and fascinating history of
cinema and free speech, from the earliest films of Thomas Edison to the impact of pornography and the
Internet. With incisive case studies of risqué pictures, subversive foreign films, and banned B-movies, he
reveals how the legal battles over film content changed long-held interpretations of the Constitution,
expanded personal freedoms, and opened a new era of free speech. An important contribution to film studies
and media law, Geltzer’s work presents the history of film and the First Amendment with an unprecedented
level of detail.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An important reference book for scholars of the law and cinema." (Kirkus Reviews)

"… clarity, combined with scholarly authority and a graceful narrative style…makes Jeremy Geltzer’s Dirty
Words And Filthy Pictures: Film And The First Amendment so compelling… valuable both as a specialized
movie-history text and a meditation on morality, freedom of expression, changing notions of what constitutes
the scandalous, and how, well, nothing ever stays the same." (The New York Times Book Review 2016-06-05)

"Dirty Words tells the inside story of Hollywood’s fight for freedom of speech. It’s filled with great
characters—from moviemakers who pushed the edge to the censors who pushed back." (Garry Marshall)

"Dirty Words & Filthy Pictures’s scope is impressively broad, and to the best of my personal knowledge
virtually complete; it appears to leave no pertinent censorship situation unmentioned and makes fascinating
reading. This book should be the ultimate resource for information regarding film censorship for some time
to come." (E. Leonard Rubin, Adjunct Professor of Entertainment Law, John Marshall Law School, and
former Adjunct Professor of Copyright Law, Northwestern University School of Law. Former Vice
President, General Counsel, and Corporate Secretary for Playboy Enterprises. Currently in private practice at
the Chicago law firm of Querrey & Harrow)

About the Author
Jeremy Geltzer is an author and entertainment and intellectual property attorney who has worked for major
movie studios, including Paramount, Warner Bros., Disney, and Lionsgate. Prior to his legal career, Geltzer
was a writer and producer at Turner Classic Movies. He has also taught film history and theory at Georgia
State University and lectured on issues of copyright and fair use.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harold McDonough:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to
remain than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Dirty
Words and Filthy Pictures: Film and the First Amendment book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

John Newton:

This book untitled Dirty Words and Filthy Pictures: Film and the First Amendment to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a



lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Nancy Chinn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Dirty Words and Filthy Pictures:
Film and the First Amendment reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Dirty Words
and Filthy Pictures: Film and the First Amendment as good book not merely by the cover but also by
content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ronald Cleary:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Dirty Words and Filthy Pictures: Film and the First Amendment when you needed it?
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