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"Following on the successes of two previous dictionary projects, the CRC World
Dictionary of Plant Names and the CRC World Dictionary of the Grasses,
Umberto Quattrocchi has undertaken this dictionary of economically important
plants…. He has done for these plants what was so admirably done in his other
works?brought the vast and scattered literature on plant names, and in this case,
too, their uses, into coherent order so that the inquisitive scholar can get a
foothold."
?From the Foreword, Donald H. Pfister, Harvard University and Harvard
University Herbaria, Cambridge, Massachusetts

The CRC World Dictionary of Medicinal and Poisonous Plants: Common
Names, Scientific Names, Eponyms, Synonyms, and Etymology provides the
starting point for better access to data on plants used around the world in
medicine, food, and cultural practices. The material found in the five volumes
has been painstakingly gathered from papers of general interest, reports and
records, taxonomic revisions, field studies, herbaria and herbarium collections,
notes, monographs, pamphlets, botanical literature, and literature tout court. It
includes sources available at various natural history libraries, floras and standard
flora works, local floras and local histories, nomenclatural histories, and the
International Code of Botanical Nomenclature.

Much more than a dictionary, the book provides the names of thousands of
genera and species of economically important plants, concise summaries of plant
properties, and appropriate observations about medicinal uses. Drawing from a
tremendous range of primary and secondary sources, it is an indispensable time-
saving guide for all those involved with botany, herbal medicine,
pharmacognosy, toxicology, medicinal and natural product chemistry, and
agriculture.
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"Following on the successes of two previous dictionary projects, the CRC World Dictionary of Plant Names
and the CRC World Dictionary of the Grasses, Umberto Quattrocchi has undertaken this dictionary of
economically important plants…. He has done for these plants what was so admirably done in his other
works?brought the vast and scattered literature on plant names, and in this case, too, their uses, into coherent
order so that the inquisitive scholar can get a foothold."
?From the Foreword, Donald H. Pfister, Harvard University and Harvard University Herbaria, Cambridge,
Massachusetts

The CRC World Dictionary of Medicinal and Poisonous Plants: Common Names, Scientific Names,
Eponyms, Synonyms, and Etymology provides the starting point for better access to data on plants used
around the world in medicine, food, and cultural practices. The material found in the five volumes has been
painstakingly gathered from papers of general interest, reports and records, taxonomic revisions, field
studies, herbaria and herbarium collections, notes, monographs, pamphlets, botanical literature, and literature
tout court. It includes sources available at various natural history libraries, floras and standard flora works,
local floras and local histories, nomenclatural histories, and the International Code of Botanical
Nomenclature.

Much more than a dictionary, the book provides the names of thousands of genera and species of
economically important plants, concise summaries of plant properties, and appropriate observations about
medicinal uses. Drawing from a tremendous range of primary and secondary sources, it is an indispensable
time-saving guide for all those involved with botany, herbal medicine, pharmacognosy, toxicology,
medicinal and natural product chemistry, and agriculture.
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Editorial Review

Review

"With almost 4000 pages of detailed scholarship, any academic, scientist, or layperson interested in
medicinal plants owes a moment of appreciation to the tireless genius of Umberto Quattrocchi. The creation
of these five impressive volumes is the product of a singular talent, an admirably obsessive and passionate
mind. … CRC also must be recognized for supporting such a massive endeavor and trusting Quattrocchi’s
process. … And while the large price tag is justified for such a specialized, complete, and useful set of
books, the electronic format makes this collection especially valuable. A dictionary so replete with facts and
references needs to be completely searchable to meet the full extent of its usefulness. … Admittedly, this
type of reference book is not intended to be the last word on every economically useful species, but it is an
unparalleled starting place?a tool of first resort for any thoughtful researcher. Quattrocchi and CRC have
delivered a dictionary like no other, a learned finger pointing in the right direction."
?John de la Parra, Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts, USA, from Economic Botany, Vol. 68,
2014

About the Author

Umberto Quattrocchi earned his first degree in political science from the University of Palermo. He
followed this achievement with an M.D., specializing in obstetrics and gynecology. In 1992, he retired from
the practice of medicine to pursue his studies in botany across the world and is teaching as a professor of
botany at the University of Palermo. Highly prolific, Quattrocchi has numerous political and botanical books
and articles to his credit, including those on plants and gardening that have been published in Hortus and The
Garden. In 1997, he received the prestigious Hanbury Botanical Garden Award promoted by the Premio
Grinzane Cavour for his book Piante Rustiche Tropicali. He received a second Hanbury Award for the
bestselling CRC World Dictionary of Plant Names. He is a member of the International Dendrology Society,
the Royal Horticultural Society, and the Botanical Society of America. He is also an elected Fellow of the
world-renowned Linnean Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Ralph:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled
CRC World Dictionary of Medicinal and Poisonous Plants: Common Names, Scientific Names, Eponyms,
Synonyms, and Etymology (5 Volume Set)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have various other opinion?



Kori Pierson:

The book CRC World Dictionary of Medicinal and Poisonous Plants: Common Names, Scientific Names,
Eponyms, Synonyms, and Etymology (5 Volume Set) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book CRC World Dictionary of
Medicinal and Poisonous Plants: Common Names, Scientific Names, Eponyms, Synonyms, and Etymology
(5 Volume Set)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book CRC World
Dictionary of Medicinal and Poisonous Plants: Common Names, Scientific Names, Eponyms, Synonyms,
and Etymology (5 Volume Set) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Thompson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name CRC World
Dictionary of Medicinal and Poisonous Plants: Common Names, Scientific Names, Eponyms, Synonyms,
and Etymology (5 Volume Set) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era.
The particular book untitled CRC World Dictionary of Medicinal and Poisonous Plants: Common Names,
Scientific Names, Eponyms, Synonyms, and Etymology (5 Volume Set)is the main of several books that will
everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Michael Yancey:

CRC World Dictionary of Medicinal and Poisonous Plants: Common Names, Scientific Names, Eponyms,
Synonyms, and Etymology (5 Volume Set) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing CRC World Dictionary of
Medicinal and Poisonous Plants: Common Names, Scientific Names, Eponyms, Synonyms, and Etymology
(5 Volume Set) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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