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In Visual Occupations Gil Z. Hochberg shows how the Israeli Occupation of
Palestine is driven by the unequal access to visual rights, or the right to control
what can be seen, how, and from which position. Israel maintains this unequal
balance by erasing the history and denying the existence of Palestinians, and by
carefully concealing its own militarization. Israeli surveillance of Palestinians,
combined with the militarized gaze of Israeli soldiers at places like roadside
checkpoints, also serve as tools of dominance. Hochberg analyzes various works
by Palestinian and Israeli artists, among them Elia Suleiman, Rula Halawani,
Sharif Waked, Ari Folman, and Larry Abramson, whose films, art, and
photography challenge the inequity of visual rights by altering, queering, and
manipulating dominant modes of representing the conflict. These artists' creation
of new ways of seeing—such as the refusal of Palestinian filmmakers and
photographers to show Palestinian suffering or the Israeli artists' exposure of
state manipulated Israeli blindness —offers a crucial gateway, Hochberg
suggests, for overcoming and undoing Israel's militarized dominance and
political oppression of Palestinians.
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In Visual Occupations Gil Z. Hochberg shows how the Israeli Occupation of Palestine is driven by the
unequal access to visual rights, or the right to control what can be seen, how, and from which position. Israel
maintains this unequal balance by erasing the history and denying the existence of Palestinians, and by
carefully concealing its own militarization. Israeli surveillance of Palestinians, combined with the militarized
gaze of Israeli soldiers at places like roadside checkpoints, also serve as tools of dominance. Hochberg
analyzes various works by Palestinian and Israeli artists, among them Elia Suleiman, Rula Halawani, Sharif
Waked, Ari Folman, and Larry Abramson, whose films, art, and photography challenge the inequity of visual
rights by altering, queering, and manipulating dominant modes of representing the conflict. These artists'
creation of new ways of seeing—such as the refusal of Palestinian filmmakers and photographers to show
Palestinian suffering or the Israeli artists' exposure of state manipulated Israeli blindness —offers a crucial
gateway, Hochberg suggests, for overcoming and undoing Israel's militarized dominance and political
oppression of Palestinians.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Focusing on the politics of visuality, Visual Occupations engages the Zionist narrative in its various scopic
manifestations, while also offering close readings of a wide range of contemporary artistic representations of
a conflictual zone. Through such key notions as concealment, surveillance, and witnessing, the book
insightfully examines the uneven access to visual rights that divides Israelis and Palestinians. Throughout,
Gil Z. Hochberg sharply accentuates the tensions between visibility and invisibility within a context of
ongoing war and violence. Visual Occupations makes a vital and informed contribution to the growing field
of Israel/Palestine visual culture studies."
(Ella Shohat, Author of Taboo Memories, Diasporic Voices)

"Gil Z. Hochberg’s brilliant and lucidly written text provides a vivid analysis of the sharp limits on visibility
in Palestine/Israel. The expulsions of Palestinians in 1948 are invisible in Israel, and yet they continue to
haunt its citizens and mobilize Palestinian resistance. Palestinians under occupation are hyper-visible, as
victims and militants, and they seek both non-spectacular images and a measure of opacity. Through her
critical readings of an array of Palestinian and Israeli artistic works, Hochberg offers other ways of looking
and being seen in this vastly unequal field of visibility."
(Ted Swedenberg, coeditor of Palestine, Israel, and the Politics of Popular Culture)

"Both Visual Occupations and Digital Militarism are ultimately about the gaze, about the ability of Israelis to
see themselves as perpetrators and about the ability of Palestinians to return, refuse, or otherwise manage the
disciplining gaze of military and international aid organizations alike. Kuntsman and Stein, and Hochberg all
demand that their readers see a long violence in pictures of events that might be taken as spectacular or
ruptural, in images that seem to show nothing at all."
(Jenna Brager The New Inquiry)

"Hochberg's is a timely and important book that demonstrates that the Israeli occupation of Palestine is
determined in and by the visual realm and through the shape of visual fields.... Visual Occupations reveals
the great extent to which the Israeli occupation of Palestine is interwoven and deeply embedded in the visual
politics of cultural production—informing its content, framing, form, message, and even execution—yet the
visibility of this influence is not always apparent."
(Sara Rodrigues PopMatters)

"Ariella Azoulay, Eyal Weizman,Neve Gordon, and others have created a rich corpus of work on spatial
inequality in the region, to which Hochberg adds a vital and innovative dimension in her exploration of its
visual field. Organized according to the key concepts of concealment, surveillance, and witnessing, Visual
Occupations provides a lucid, incisive analysis of the unequal visual rights that sustain the Zionist project."
(Alessandra Amin Art Journal 2016-05-06)

"Visual Occupations is an important and provocative book. Hochberg’s discussion of the place of the visual
in this 'conflict' that is no longer consigned to a secondary or background subject within the scholarship on
Palestine/Israel is a most welcome addition."
(Kiven Strohm ReOrient 2017-01-31)



About the Author

Gil Z. Hochberg is Associate Professor of Comparative Literature and Gender Studies at UCLA. She is the
author of In Spite of Partition: Jews, Arabs and the Limits of Separatist Imagination.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martin Adams:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Visual Occupations: Violence and Visibility in a
Conflict Zone (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe), you may enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Steve Garcia:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be examine. Visual Occupations: Violence and Visibility in a Conflict Zone (Perverse Modernities: A Series
Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those
short extra time problems.

Delores Breedlove:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Visual Occupations: Violence and Visibility in a Conflict Zone (Perverse Modernities: A Series
Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Belinda Fergerson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Visual
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