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A Choice Outstanding Academic Book. A musicologist and cultural critic as well
as a professional musician, Robert Walser offers a comprehensive musical,
social, and cultural analysis of heavy metal in Running with the Devil. Dismissed
by critics and academics, condemned by parents and politicians, fervently
embraced by legions of fans, heavy metal music attracts and embodies cultural
conflicts that are central to our society. Walser explores how and why heavy
metal works, both musically and socially, and at the same time uses metal to
investigate contemporary formations of identity, community, gender, and power.
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A Choice Outstanding Academic Book. A musicologist and cultural critic as well as a professional musician,
Robert Walser offers a comprehensive musical, social, and cultural analysis of heavy metal in Running with
the Devil. Dismissed by critics and academics, condemned by parents and politicians, fervently embraced by
legions of fans, heavy metal music attracts and embodies cultural conflicts that are central to our society.
Walser explores how and why heavy metal works, both musically and socially, and at the same time uses
metal to investigate contemporary formations of identity, community, gender, and power.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Heavy metal music, one of the most significant musical influences of the 1980s, has received little serious
attention by academics. This ethnographic study goes a long way toward counteracting the disdain held by
musicologists for heavy metal by presenting a solid, scholarly analysis of the power, meaning, musical
structure. and sociopolitical contexts of the most popular examples of heavy metal. Along with consulting
basic texts, Walsh read fan magazines, as well as interviewing and surveying fans and musicians, and his
effort shows. This is a comprehensive, often engrossing study of heavy metal music and its followers.
Recommended for academic and large public libraries.-- Debora Richey, California State Univ.
Fullerton Lib.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Walser belongs to a small but influential group of academics trying to reconcile 'high theory' with a
streetwise sense of culture . . . an excellent book." —

Rolling Stone

"Making surprising connections to classical forms and debunking stereotypes of metal's musical crudity,
Walser delves enthusiastically into guitar conventions and rituals."—

Washington Post

"Walser is truly gifted at doing what few critics before him have done: analyzing the music . . . In virtuoso
readings of metal music that forge persuasive links between metal and particular classical music traditions,
Walser reveals the ways that musical structures themselves are social texts." —

The Nation

"Running with the Devil takes musicology where it has never gone before; I once saw the chapter on metal
guitarists and the classical tradition performed live in a lecture hall, but even on paper it smokes."—

SF Weekly

Review
"Essential reading in all popular music (and cultural studies) courses." (Simon Frith)

“An eye-opening account of the world of heavy metal, as well as a model for how Cultural Studies work
ought to be done. Walser lays bare the vision embodied in metal as a total cultural phenomenon—music and
words, performers and fans, critics and devotees. The book is exemplary in its rich material, subtle
positionings, and elegant writing.” (Sherry B. Ortner, University of Michigan)

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Keith Barnett:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Running with the
Devil: Power, Gender, and Madness in Heavy Metal Music (Music/Culture)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

John Sorrells:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Running with the Devil:
Power, Gender, and Madness in Heavy Metal Music (Music/Culture) that give your pleasure preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Running with the Devil: Power,
Gender, and Madness in Heavy Metal Music (Music/Culture) become your current starter.

Kerry Giles:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Running with the Devil: Power,
Gender, and Madness in Heavy Metal Music (Music/Culture) is simple to create you can read it in the area,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Christina Harper:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Running with the Devil: Power, Gender, and Madness in Heavy Metal Music
(Music/Culture) when you required it?
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