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"More convincingly than any other woman writing in Arabic today, Alifa Rifaat
liftsthe vell on what it means to be a woman living within atraditional Muslim
society." So states the tranglator's foreword to this collection of the Egyptian
author's best short stories. Rifaat (1930-1996) did not go to university, spoke
only Arabic, and seldom traveled abroad. This virtual immunity from Western
influence lends a special authenticity to her direct yet sincere accounts of death,
sexual fulfillment, the lives of women in purdah, and the frustrations of everyday
lifein amale-dominated Islamic environment.

Trandated from the Arabic by Denys Johnson-Davies, the collection admits the
reader into a hidden private world, regulated by the call of the mosque, but often
full of profound anguish and personal isolation. Badriyya's despairing anger at
her deceitful husband, for example, or the haunting melancholy of "At the Time
of the Jasmine," are treated with a sensitivity to the discipline and order of Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Her startling, melancholy stories have a resonance which is as far-reaching as the call of the muezzin which
rings across so many of their pages.” --The Literary Review

"Her stories have afrankness and a power that makes them of immediate relevance to the West." --The
Guardian

"What a beautiful edition of this very important book. To see Rifaat in print again isajoy. Her work should
aways be available." --John McDonald, University of Portland

Language Notes
Text: English, Arabic (trandlation)

About the Author

AlifaRifaat has spent all her lifein the Arab world, immersed in the traditions and culture of 1slam. She was
brought up in Egypt, a devout Muslim, strictly adhering to the Islamic way of life and well versed in the
Qu'ran and religious teachings. Her education and a possible future career in art were curtailed when she
married - her parents aternative to university. A widow, she now livesin Cairo with her three children.
Largely divorced from Western influences, speaking and writing only Arabic, Alifa Rifaat allows the reader
arare and enlightening glimpse at woman's condition in a male-dominated environment. Her originality lies
not in any overt and conventional feminist approach, but rather through her implicit criticisms of the male
neglect of hislslamic obligations to women, particularly in family life and marital relationships. She
challenges behaviour from within the accepted framework of her society'sreligion and laws. Distant View of
aMinaret was first published in English in 1983, by Quartet Books. Two of the stories have been broadcast
on BBC Radio 3.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Ehlers:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Distant View of a Minaret and Other Stories. Try to the
actual book Distant View of a Minaret and Other Stories as your friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it isvery
fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ryan Pear son:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to



make these keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to aperson is you don't know which one you should start with. This Distant View of a Minaret and
Other Stories is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Alan Robert:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Distant View of a
Minaret and Other Stories suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Distant View of aMinaret and Other Storiesis asingle of several books this everyone
read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you alots of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jeremy Bedford:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Distant View of a Minaret and Other Stories
aswell as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes Distant View of a Minaret and Other Stories to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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