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ThisisR. J. Rummel's fourth book in a series devoted to genocide and
government mass murder, or what he calls democide. He presents the primary
results, in tables and figures, as well as a historical sketch of the major cases of
democide, those in which one million or more people were killed by aregime. In
Death by Government, Rummel does not aim to describe democide itself, but to
determine its nature and scope in order to test the theory that demaocracies are
inherently nonviolent.

Rummel discusses genocide in China, Nazi Germany, Japan, Cambodia, Turkey,
Y ugoslavia, Poland, the Soviet Union, and Pakistan. He also writes about areas
of suspected genocide: North Korea, Mexico, and feudal Russia. His results
clearly and decisively show that democracies commit less democide than other
regimes. The underlying principle is that the less freedom people have, the
greater the violence; the more freedom, the less the violence. Thus, as Rummel
says, “The problem is power. The solution is democracy. The course of actionis
to foster freedom.”

Death by Government is a compelling look at the horrors that occur in modern
societies. It depicts how democide has been very much a part of human history.
Among other examples, the book includes the massacre of Europeans during the
Thirty Years War, the relatively unknown genocide of the French Revolution,
and the slaughtering of American Indians by colonistsin the New World. This
riveting account is an essential tool for historians, political scientists, and
scholars interested in the study of genocide.
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ThisisR. J. Rummel's fourth book in a series devoted to genocide and government mass murder, or what he
calls democide. He presents the primary results, in tables and figures, as well as a historical sketch of the
major cases of democide, those in which one million or more people were killed by aregime. In Death by
Government, Rummel does not aim to describe democide itself, but to determine its nature and scope in
order to test the theory that democracies are inherently nonviolent.

Rummel discusses genocide in China, Nazi Germany, Japan, Cambodia, Turkey, Y ugoslavia, Poland, the
Soviet Union, and Pakistan. He also writes about areas of suspected genocide: North Korea, Mexico, and
feudal Russia. Hisresults clearly and decisively show that democracies commit less democide than other
regimes. The underlying principle is that the less freedom people have, the greater the violence; the more
freedom, the less the violence. Thus, as Rummel says, “ The problem is power. The solution is democracy.
The course of action isto foster freedom.”

Death by Government is a compelling look at the horrors that occur in modern societies. It depicts how
democide has been very much a part of human history. Among other examples, the book includes the
massacre of Europeans during the Thirty Y ears War, the relatively unknown genocide of the French
Revolution, and the slaughtering of American Indians by colonistsin the New World. This riveting account
isan essential tool for historians, political scientists, and scholars interested in the study of genocide.
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Editorial Review
Review
* Named an Outstanding Academic Title by Choice!

"[Death by Government] is a compelling study of what the author calls democide—the intentional killing by
governments through genocide, politicide, massacre, and terror. . . . A product of eight years of research by a
distinguished political scientist, thisis an unrivaled magnum opus with dozens of tables, figures, copious
notes, and a massive bibliography. Essential reading for historians, political scientists, and readers interested
in genocide.”

—R. H. Dekmejian, Choice

“Death by Government should be read in history classes not just across America, but around the world. The
problem of power, as Rummel termsit, remains with ustoday. . . . Only if we learn from the past can we
ever hope to end state-sanctioned murder. The case for human liberty and limited government has never been
made more effectively than by this fearsome book.”

—Doug Bandow, Cato Institute

“Death by Government is a good introduction to the general phenomena of state-sponsored mass murder or
democide (Rummel’ s concept). The numerous case studies are amizture of carefully wrought description of
the horrendous suffering of peoples under maily authoritarian political systems, with just the right dose of
personal horror stories to make the book a memorable study of human deprivation and misery. For this
effort, Rummel ought to be applauded.”

—Barbara Harff, the Journal of Interdisciplinary History

“With this volume, Rummel has completed his magnum opus on genocide and government mass murder, in
short what Rummel calls ‘democide’. . . . Rummel’s methodology is based on averaging figures from alarge
number of sources, rather than historical source criticism or demographic estimates. Thisis a controversial
method, yet it is clearly documented and well argued. . . . Thiswork if amajor achievement and will provide
areference point which no future systematic work on democide can ignore.”

—Nils Petter Gleditsch, Journal of Peace Research

“Governments have murdered about 169 million people in the twentieth century, according to Rummel’s
estimate. . . . Yet mass murder by governments has been largely ignored by political science. Rummel argues
that, to rectify this omission, a reconceptualization of government and politicsis required. To thisend he
proposes the concept of ‘democide’ , which he defines as the intentional killing by a government of unarmed
people. . . . Rummerl draws our attention to facts that are often ignored and should not be.”

—Michael Freeman, the Savonic and East European Review

About the Author

R. J. Rummel was professor emeritus of political science at the University of Hawaii. Heis the author of over



one hundred scholarly articles and two dozen books, including Power Kills, China’s Bloody Century, and
The Miracle That Is Freedom. In addition, he has been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize and been the
recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Conflict Processes Section of the American Political
Science Association and the International Association of Genocide Scholars' Award for Distinguished
Lifetime Contribution to the Field of Genocide and Democide Studies and Prevention.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Justin Moore;

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Death by Government book is readable by simply you who hate the
straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Death by
Government content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different available asit. So, do you continue to thinking Death by
Government is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Joyce M atchett:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading areserve will give you alot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Death
by Government, you are able to tells your family, friendsin addition to soon about yours book. Y our
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Sunday Richey:

In thiseraglobalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information ssimpler
to share. Y ou can find alot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.

Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
is Death by Government this publication consist alot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Margaret James:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?



Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some peopl e likes reading, not only science book but novel and Death by Government or maybe others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Death by
Government to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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