
Black Mamba Boy: A Novel

By Nadifa Mohamed

Black Mamba Boy: A Novel By Nadifa Mohamed

Bursting with life and a rough joyfulness, Black Mamba Boy is debut novelist
Nadifa Mohamed's vibrant, moving celebration of her family's own history.

Yemen, 1935. Jama is a half-feral child scavenging with his friends in the dusty
streets of a great seaport. For Jama, life is a carnival, at least when he can fill his
belly. When his mother dies young, she leaves him only an amulet stuffed with
one hundred rupees. Jama decides to spend her life's meager savings to search for
his missing father, rumored to be a driver for the British in the north. So begins
Jama's extraordinary journey of more than a thousand miles to Egypt. He slings
himself from one perilous city to another, fiercely enjoying life on the road and
relying on his vast clan network to shelter him and point the way to his father,
who always seems just out of reach. In his travels, Jama will witness scenes of
great humanity and brutality; he will be caught up in the indifferent, grinding
machine of war; he will crisscross the Red Sea in search of working papers and a
ship.
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Bursting with life and a rough joyfulness, Black Mamba Boy is debut novelist Nadifa Mohamed's vibrant,
moving celebration of her family's own history.

Yemen, 1935. Jama is a half-feral child scavenging with his friends in the dusty streets of a great seaport. For
Jama, life is a carnival, at least when he can fill his belly. When his mother dies young, she leaves him only
an amulet stuffed with one hundred rupees. Jama decides to spend her life's meager savings to search for his
missing father, rumored to be a driver for the British in the north. So begins Jama's extraordinary journey of
more than a thousand miles to Egypt. He slings himself from one perilous city to another, fiercely enjoying
life on the road and relying on his vast clan network to shelter him and point the way to his father, who
always seems just out of reach. In his travels, Jama will witness scenes of great humanity and brutality; he
will be caught up in the indifferent, grinding machine of war; he will crisscross the Red Sea in search of
working papers and a ship.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Mohamed's beautifully rendered debut, inspired by her father's life, opens in 1935 Aden, Yemen, where 11-
year-old Jama and his mother subsist in precarious destitution: Jama spending his days on the streets with
other "market boys" while his mother works long hours for little pay at a coffee factory. When his mother
dies, Jama briefly returns to his family's home in Hargeisa before running away to search for his long-absent
father, who he believes is in Sudan. His quest leads Jama into Italian-controlled Eritrea, where he joins
Mussolini's Fascists in exchange for food and shelter, and Mohamed delivers graphic descriptions of the
horrifically savage treatment the African askaris received at the hands of the Italians. After the Italians are
deposed, Jama settles for a few years into village life, before his wanderings take him to Egypt. Jama is a
charming protagonist whose peregrinations--assisted by clansmen, kind strangers, and ghostly visitations--
are directed more by historical and biographical significance than by the demands of plot. Mohamed vividly
recreates the complex atmosphere of the era, and her personal investment in the story gives it a passionate
edge.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Set on the rough streets of Yemen in 1935, Black Mamba Boy tells a slice of history that seems all too
modern. When Jama and his mother are abandoned by his father, they move to Yemen to try and make a new
life. Rejected by the relatives they live with, Jama spends most of his days on the street. When his mother
dies young, she leaves him with 100 rupees, which he decides to spend searching for his father. His journey
takes him over 1,000 miles. Like other heartbreaking tales of child abuse and abandonment, Black Mamba
Boy can be hard to take at times. But this debut novel is worth reading through to the end. --Marta Segal
Block

Review
An accomplished first novel. --Independent

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Lien:

The guide with title Black Mamba Boy: A Novel posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Jennifer Wilson:

Black Mamba Boy: A Novel can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Black Mamba Boy: A Novel although doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Alice Ressler:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Black Mamba Boy: A Novel was colorful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Black Mamba Boy: A Novel has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.

Monique Hightower:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Black Mamba Boy: A Novel.
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