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NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY PUBLISHERS
WEEKLY

Compared by critics to Kafka, Joyce, and Musil, H. G. Adler is becoming
recognized as one of the towering figures of twentieth-century fiction. Nobel
Prize winner Elias Canetti wrote that “Adler has restored hope to modern
literature,” and the first two novels rediscovered after his death, Panorama and
The Journey, were acclaimed as “modernist masterpieces” by The New Yorker.
Now his magnum opus, The Wall, the final installment of Adler’s Shoah trilogy
and his crowning achievement as a novelist, is available for the first time in
English.
 
Drawing upon Adler’s own experiences in the Holocaust and his postwar life,
The Wall, like the other works in the trilogy, nonetheless avoids detailed
historical specifics. The novel tells the story of Arthur Landau, survivor of a
wartime atrocity, a man struggling with his nightmares and his memories of the
past as he strives to forge a new life for himself. Haunted by the death of his
wife, Franziska, he returns to the city of his youth and receives confirmation of
his parents’ fates, then crosses the border and leaves his homeland for good.
 
Embarking on a life of exile, he continues searching for his place within the
world. He attempts to publish his study of the victims of the war, yet he is treated
with curiosity, competitiveness, and contempt by fellow intellectuals who
escaped the conflict unscathed. Afflicted with survivor’s guilt, Arthur tries to
leave behind the horrors of the past and find a foothold in the present. Ultimately,
it is the love of his second wife, Johanna, and his two children that allows him to
reaffirm his humanity while remembering all he’s left behind.
 
The Wall is a magnificent epic of survival and redemption, powerfully told
through stream of consciousness and suffused with daydream, fantasy, memory,
nightmare, and pure imagination. More than a portrait of a Holocaust survivor’s
journey, it is a universal novel about recovering from the traumas of the past and
finding a way to live again.
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“[A] majestic novel . . . Adler’s prose is tidal, surge after narrative surge rushing
forward and then enigmatically receding, the moment displaced by memory, and
memory by introspective soliloquy.”—Cynthia Ozick, The New York Times
Book Review

“A towering meditation on the self and spirit . . . The writing is sonorous and so
entirely devastating that the reader is compelled to pore over every
word.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
 
“Masterful and utterly unique.”—The Jerusalem Post
 
“Haunting and utterly heart-wrenching . . . a literary masterpiece.”—Historical
Novels Review
 
“An epic novel . . . an unforgettable portrait.”—The Jewish Week

“[A] pensive portrait of a man struggling to find a place in the world after
enduring transformative calamity . . . an eloquent record of suffering—and
perhaps of redemption as well.”—Kirkus Reviews
 
Praise for H. G. Adler’s novels The Journey and Panorama, translated by
Peter Filkins
 
“Modernist masterpieces worthy of comparison to those of Kafka or
Musil.”—The New Yorker
 
“Haunting . . . as remarkable for its literary experimentation as for its historical
testimony.”—San Francisco Chronicle, on Panorama
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NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

Compared by critics to Kafka, Joyce, and Musil, H. G. Adler is becoming recognized as one of the towering
figures of twentieth-century fiction. Nobel Prize winner Elias Canetti wrote that “Adler has restored hope to
modern literature,” and the first two novels rediscovered after his death, Panorama and The Journey, were
acclaimed as “modernist masterpieces” by The New Yorker. Now his magnum opus, The Wall, the final
installment of Adler’s Shoah trilogy and his crowning achievement as a novelist, is available for the first
time in English.
 
Drawing upon Adler’s own experiences in the Holocaust and his postwar life, The Wall, like the other works
in the trilogy, nonetheless avoids detailed historical specifics. The novel tells the story of Arthur Landau,
survivor of a wartime atrocity, a man struggling with his nightmares and his memories of the past as he
strives to forge a new life for himself. Haunted by the death of his wife, Franziska, he returns to the city of
his youth and receives confirmation of his parents’ fates, then crosses the border and leaves his homeland for
good.
 
Embarking on a life of exile, he continues searching for his place within the world. He attempts to publish
his study of the victims of the war, yet he is treated with curiosity, competitiveness, and contempt by fellow
intellectuals who escaped the conflict unscathed. Afflicted with survivor’s guilt, Arthur tries to leave behind
the horrors of the past and find a foothold in the present. Ultimately, it is the love of his second wife,
Johanna, and his two children that allows him to reaffirm his humanity while remembering all he’s left
behind.
 
The Wall is a magnificent epic of survival and redemption, powerfully told through stream of consciousness
and suffused with daydream, fantasy, memory, nightmare, and pure imagination. More than a portrait of a
Holocaust survivor’s journey, it is a universal novel about recovering from the traumas of the past and
finding a way to live again.

Praise for The Wall
 
“[A] majestic novel . . . Adler’s prose is tidal, surge after narrative surge rushing forward and then
enigmatically receding, the moment displaced by memory, and memory by introspective
soliloquy.”—Cynthia Ozick, The New York Times Book Review

“A towering meditation on the self and spirit . . . The writing is sonorous and so entirely devastating that the
reader is compelled to pore over every word.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
 
“Masterful and utterly unique.”—The Jerusalem Post
 
“Haunting and utterly heart-wrenching . . . a literary masterpiece.”—Historical Novels Review
 
“An epic novel . . . an unforgettable portrait.”—The Jewish Week



“[A] pensive portrait of a man struggling to find a place in the world after enduring transformative calamity .
. . an eloquent record of suffering—and perhaps of redemption as well.”—Kirkus Reviews
 
Praise for H. G. Adler’s novels The Journey and Panorama, translated by Peter Filkins
 
“Modernist masterpieces worthy of comparison to those of Kafka or Musil.”—The New Yorker
 
“Haunting . . . as remarkable for its literary experimentation as for its historical testimony.”—San Francisco
Chronicle, on Panorama
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for The Wall
 
“[A] majestic novel . . . Adler’s prose is tidal, surge after narrative surge rushing forward and then
enigmatically receding, the moment displaced by memory, and memory by introspective
soliloquy.”—Cynthia Ozick, The New York Times Book Review

“A towering meditation on the self and spirit . . . The writing is sonorous and so entirely devastating that the
reader is compelled to pore over every word.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
 
“Masterful and utterly unique.”—The Jerusalem Post
 
“Haunting and utterly heart-wrenching . . . a literary masterpiece.”—Historical Novels Review
 
“An epic novel . . . an unforgettable portrait.”—The Jewish Week

“[A] pensive portrait of a man struggling to find a place in the world after enduring transformative calamity .
. . an eloquent record of suffering—and perhaps of redemption as well.”—Kirkus Reviews

Praise for H. G. Adler’s novels The Journey and Panorama, translated by Peter Filkins
 
“The Journey and Panorama . . . are modernist masterpieces worthy of comparison to those of Kafka or
Musil.”—The New Yorker
 
The Journey
 
“The novel’s streaming consciousness and verbal play invite comparison with Joyce, the individual-dwarfing
scale of law and prohibition brings Kafka to mind, and there is something in the hypnotic pulse of the prose
that is reminiscent of Gertrude Stein.”—The New York Times Book Review
 
“A tribute to the survival of art and a poignant teaching in the art of survival . . . I tend to shy away from
Holocaust fiction, but this book helps redeem an all-but-impossible genre.”—Harold Bloom
 
Panorama
 
“Haunting . . . as remarkable for its literary experimentation as for its historical testimony.”—San Francisco
Chronicle
 
“Panorama should have been the brilliant debut of a major German writer. . . . Under any circumstances, let
alone such harsh ones, [Adler’s] accomplishments would be remarkable.”—The New York Times Book
Review
 
“[A] stirring novel . . . expertly and elegantly translated by Peter Filkins.”—Los Angeles Times

About the Author



H. G. Adler was the author of twenty-six books of fiction, poetry, philosophy, and history. A survivor of
Theresienstadt and Auschwitz, Adler later settled in England and began writing novels about his experience.
Having worked as a freelance writer and scholar throughout his life, Adler died in London in 1988.
 
Peter Filkins is an acclaimed translator and poet and the recipient of a Berlin Prize fellowship in 2005 from
the American Academy in Berlin, among other honors. He teaches writing and literature at Bard College at
Simon’s Rock in Great Barrington, Massachusetts, and translation at Bard College in Annandale-on-Hudson,
New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marcy Madison:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Wall: A Novel.

Jeff Sanchez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
book you have read is definitely The Wall: A Novel.

Carl Vincent:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Wall: A
Novel will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Raymond Floyd:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,



book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is The Wall: A Novel this guide consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
research when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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