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The Rise of Ancient Israel, now available in this convenient eReader edition, is
an accessible and engaging overview of one of biblical archaeology’s most
critical and hotly debated subjects—the emergence of biblical Israel on the
historical stage. Based on a 1991 Smithsonian Institution symposium organized
by the Biblical Archaeology Society, this handsomely illustrated book brings
together four authoritative and insightful lectures from world renowned scholars
that carefully consider the archaeological and historical evidence for ancient
Israel’s origins. Furthermore, the new electronic edition of The Rise of Ancient
Israel allows readers to take full advantage of all of the portability and
functionality of their eReader devices, including convenient in-text links that
jump directly to specific chapters and notes.
In the book’s introduction, moderator Hershel Shanks, editor of Biblical
Archaeology Review, not only defines the broad range of issues involved in
tackling Israel’s beginnings, but also provides the basic information needed to
appreciate the scholarly debates. William Dever, America’s preeminent Biblical
archaeologist, then assesses the archaeological evidence that is usually associated
with the Israelite settlement in Canaan beginning in about 1200 B.C.E. The often
controversial views presented by Dever are followed by brief responses from
leading scholars who study Israelite origins, including Israel Finkelstein, Norman
Gottwald and Adam Zertal. In the book’s final chapters, Baruch Halpern, a senior
professor of Jewish studies and biblical history at Penn State University,
describes how the Book of Exodus may preserve authentic historical memories of
Israel’s emergence in Egypt, while famed biblical scholar P. Kyle McCarter, Jr.,
discusses the fascinating and perhaps unexpected origins of Israelite religion. The
book concludes with an informal but revealing panel discussion spurred by
questions from Shanks and the symposium audience.
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The Rise of Ancient Israel, now available in this convenient eReader edition, is an accessible and engaging
overview of one of biblical archaeology’s most critical and hotly debated subjects—the emergence of
biblical Israel on the historical stage. Based on a 1991 Smithsonian Institution symposium organized by the
Biblical Archaeology Society, this handsomely illustrated book brings together four authoritative and
insightful lectures from world renowned scholars that carefully consider the archaeological and historical
evidence for ancient Israel’s origins. Furthermore, the new electronic edition of The Rise of Ancient Israel
allows readers to take full advantage of all of the portability and functionality of their eReader devices,
including convenient in-text links that jump directly to specific chapters and notes.
In the book’s introduction, moderator Hershel Shanks, editor of Biblical Archaeology Review, not only
defines the broad range of issues involved in tackling Israel’s beginnings, but also provides the basic
information needed to appreciate the scholarly debates. William Dever, America’s preeminent Biblical
archaeologist, then assesses the archaeological evidence that is usually associated with the Israelite
settlement in Canaan beginning in about 1200 B.C.E. The often controversial views presented by Dever are
followed by brief responses from leading scholars who study Israelite origins, including Israel Finkelstein,
Norman Gottwald and Adam Zertal. In the book’s final chapters, Baruch Halpern, a senior professor of
Jewish studies and biblical history at Penn State University, describes how the Book of Exodus may preserve
authentic historical memories of Israel’s emergence in Egypt, while famed biblical scholar P. Kyle McCarter,
Jr., discusses the fascinating and perhaps unexpected origins of Israelite religion. The book concludes with
an informal but revealing panel discussion spurred by questions from Shanks and the symposium audience.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This work is composed of three outstanding lectures about the emergence of the ancient Israelites and their
religion presented at a symposium held at the Smithsonian Institution in the fall of 1991. Professors William
Dever, Baruch Halpern, and P. Kyle McCarter Jr., specialists in the fields of biblical archaeology and Near
Eastern studies, present provocative theories on the arrival of the Israelites in ancient Canaan and the
provenance of their religion. Did the Israelites enter Canaan according to the books of Joshua and Judges or
were they already there as part of the indigenous population? Is there any reality to the biblical account of the
Exodus? Where and when did belief in the God Yahweh originate? Edited under the aegis of Shanks, the
well-known editor of Biblical Archaeological Review and Bible Review , this work can easily be understood
by interested lay readers. Highly recommended for larger collections.
- Robert A. Silver, Shaker Heights P.L., Ohio
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christa Nisbet:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Rise of Ancient Israel. Try to make the book The Rise of
Ancient Israel as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jessica Ball:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Rise of Ancient Israel book since this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Mark Gallegos:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways



to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The Rise of Ancient Israel, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Lashunda McCloud:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Rise of Ancient Israel to make your reading
is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve The Rise of Ancient Israel
can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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