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Novel Plant Bioresources: Applications in Food, Medicine and Cosmetics serves
as the definitive source of information on under-utilized plant species, and fills a
key niche in our understanding of the relationship of human beings with under-
utilized plants. By covering applications in food, medicine and cosmetics, the
book has a broad appeal. 

In a climate of growing awareness about the perils of biodiversity loss, the world
is witnessing an unprecedented interest in novel plants, which are increasingly
prized for their potential use in aromas, dyes, foods, medicines and cosmetics.
This book highlights these plants and their uses. After an introductory section
which sets the scene with an overview of the historical and legislative importance
of under-utilized plants, the main four parts of the book are dedicated to the
diverse potential application of novel plant bioresources in Food, Medicine,
Ethnoveterinary Medicine and Cosmetics.

Examples and contributors are drawn from Africa, Europe, the USA and Asia.
The economic, social, and cultural aspects of under-utilized plant species are
addressed, and the book provides a much needed boost to the on-going effort to
focus attention on under-utilized plant species and conservation initiatives. By
focusing on novel plants and the agenda for sustainable utilization, Novel Plant
Bioresources highlights key issues relevant to under-utilized plant genetic
resources, and brings together international scholars on this important topic. 
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Novel Plant Bioresources: Applications in Food, Medicine and Cosmetics serves as the definitive source of
information on under-utilized plant species, and fills a key niche in our understanding of the relationship of
human beings with under-utilized plants. By covering applications in food, medicine and cosmetics, the book
has a broad appeal. 

In a climate of growing awareness about the perils of biodiversity loss, the world is witnessing an
unprecedented interest in novel plants, which are increasingly prized for their potential use in aromas, dyes,
foods, medicines and cosmetics. This book highlights these plants and their uses. After an introductory
section which sets the scene with an overview of the historical and legislative importance of under-utilized
plants, the main four parts of the book are dedicated to the diverse potential application of novel plant
bioresources in Food, Medicine, Ethnoveterinary Medicine and Cosmetics.

Examples and contributors are drawn from Africa, Europe, the USA and Asia. The economic, social, and
cultural aspects of under-utilized plant species are addressed, and the book provides a much needed boost to
the on-going effort to focus attention on under-utilized plant species and conservation initiatives. By
focusing on novel plants and the agenda for sustainable utilization, Novel Plant Bioresources highlights key
issues relevant to under-utilized plant genetic resources, and brings together international scholars on this
important topic. 
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

The search for new and alternative sources of edible plants has begun. It has been estimated that there are
between 300,000 and 500,000 species of “higher” plants, of which about 240,000 have been identified and
described. Of these, some 30,000 are edible while 7,000 varieties of plants have been cultivated or collected
by humans. Yet only 120 are deemed “important” on a national scale, and just 30 of these crops provide 95%
of global dietary intake. The level of biodiversity in the crops we rely upon for food, medicine and cosmetics
is weak. Yet wild crop relatives and weedy forms of plants can be important sources of genes for disease
resistance,
environmental adaptation or other traits that are useful in crop improvement programmes. This book takes a
fresh look at marginal and underutilised crops and highlight their potential not only for food and nutrition,
but also as promising sources of new ingredients that will add value to existing product lines derived from
plants.

Novel Plant Bioresources: Applications in Food, Medicine and Cosmetics addresses the critical issues
relating to
important yet under-utilized plant species that have been neglected over the years for economic, social and
cultural reasons. In a climate of growing awareness about the perils of biodiversity loss, the world is
witnessing an unprecedented interest in novel plants, which are increasingly prized for their potential use in
aromas, dyes, foods, medicines and cosmetics. This book highlights these plants and their uses. The book is
the first major scholarly publication dedicated to the diverse potential application of novel plant bioresources
in food, medicine, ethnoveterinary medicine and cosmetics. By focusing on novel plants and the agenda for
sustainable utilization, this book highlights key issues relevant to under-utilized plant genetic resources, and
brings together international scholars on this important topic.

This book will serve as the definitive source of information on under-utilized plant species, and fills a key
niche in our understanding of the relationship of human beings with under-utilized plants. As such it will be
of interest to a
wide audience, primarily the major food industries, food scientists, agro/crop specialists and cosmetics and
pharmaceuticals companies. It will also be a major resource for universities and libraries, research institutes,
students and policymakers.

About the Author

Ameenah Gurib-Fakim is Professor and Managing Director at the Centre for Phytotherapy Research
(CEPHYR) in Mauritius. She has authored several books on medicinal plants and on the flora of Mauritius
and Africa and has received several international prizes. In 2013, she receives the Honorary Doctorate from
the Universite Pierre Marie Curie (Sorbonne Universites) and is also Honorary Professor at UNISA, Pretoria,
South Africa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



John Bullen:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Novel Plant Bioresources: Applications in Food, Medicine and
Cosmetics book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer associated with Novel Plant Bioresources: Applications in Food,
Medicine and Cosmetics content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Novel Plant Bioresources: Applications in Food, Medicine and Cosmetics is not loveable to be your
top list reading book?

Lily Pawlak:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Novel Plant
Bioresources: Applications in Food, Medicine and Cosmetics suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Novel Plant Bioresources: Applications
in Food, Medicine and Cosmeticsis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you
ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Chris Gibbons:

Often the book Novel Plant Bioresources: Applications in Food, Medicine and Cosmetics has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Aaron Powers:

Novel Plant Bioresources: Applications in Food, Medicine and Cosmetics can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Novel Plant Bioresources: Applications in Food, Medicine and Cosmetics nevertheless doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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