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In Detail

MDX is the BI industry standard for multidimensional calculations and queries.
Proficiency with this language is essential for the realization of your Analysis
Services’ full potential. MDX is an elegant and powerful language, and also has a
steep learning curve.
SQL Server 2012 Analysis Services has introduced a new BISM tabular model
and a new formula language, Data Analysis Expressions (DAX). However, for
the multi-dimensional model, MDX is still the only query and expression
language. For many product developers and report developers, MDX is the
preferred language for both the tabular model and multi-dimensional model.

MDX with SSAS 2012 Cookbook is a must-have book for anyone who wants to
be proficient in the MDX language and to enhance their business intelligence
solutions.

MDX with SSAS 2012 Cookbook is packed with immediately usable, practical
solutions. It starts with elementary techniques that lay the foundation for
designing advanced MDX calculations and queries. The discussions after each
solution will provide you with a solid foundation and best practices. It covers a
broad range of real-world topics and solutions and provides you with learning
materials to become proficient in the language.

This book will guide you through the hands-on and practical MDX solutions,
best practices, and many intricacies that hide within the MDX calculations and
queries.

We will start by working with sets, creating time-aware, context-aware
calculations, and business analytics solutions, through to the techniques of
enhancing the cube design when MDX is not enough. We will then move on to
capturing MDX generated by SSAS front-ends and using SSAS stored
procedures, and we will explore the whole range of MDX solutions for real-
world BI projects.
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Approach

The book includes 90 detailed and step-by-step recipes

Who this book is for

This book is aimed towards developers. However people experienced with other
BI and/or SSAS functions will be able to use this book. If you are a Microsoft
SQL Server Analysis Services developer and want to improve your solutions
using MDX, then this book is for you.

This book is also an essential resource for report developers who need to access
the multidimensional cubes through the MDX language.

The book assumes you have some basic working knowledge of MDX and a basic
understanding of dimensional modelling and cube design.
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MDX is the BI industry standard for multidimensional calculations and queries. Proficiency with this
language is essential for the realization of your Analysis Services’ full potential. MDX is an elegant and
powerful language, and also has a steep learning curve.
SQL Server 2012 Analysis Services has introduced a new BISM tabular model and a new formula language,
Data Analysis Expressions (DAX). However, for the multi-dimensional model, MDX is still the only query
and expression language. For many product developers and report developers, MDX is the preferred
language for both the tabular model and multi-dimensional model.

MDX with SSAS 2012 Cookbook is a must-have book for anyone who wants to be proficient in the MDX
language and to enhance their business intelligence solutions.

MDX with SSAS 2012 Cookbook is packed with immediately usable, practical solutions. It starts with
elementary techniques that lay the foundation for designing advanced MDX calculations and queries. The
discussions after each solution will provide you with a solid foundation and best practices. It covers a broad
range of real-world topics and solutions and provides you with learning materials to become proficient in the
language.

This book will guide you through the hands-on and practical MDX solutions, best practices, and many
intricacies that hide within the MDX calculations and queries.

We will start by working with sets, creating time-aware, context-aware calculations, and business analytics
solutions, through to the techniques of enhancing the cube design when MDX is not enough. We will then
move on to capturing MDX generated by SSAS front-ends and using SSAS stored procedures, and we will
explore the whole range of MDX solutions for real-world BI projects.

 

Approach

The book includes 90 detailed and step-by-step recipes

Who this book is for

This book is aimed towards developers. However people experienced with other BI and/or SSAS functions
will be able to use this book. If you are a Microsoft SQL Server Analysis Services developer and want to
improve your solutions using MDX, then this book is for you.

This book is also an essential resource for report developers who need to access the multidimensional cubes
through the MDX language.



The book assumes you have some basic working knowledge of MDX and a basic understanding of
dimensional modelling and cube design.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Sherry Li

Sherry Li has worked with Microsoft SQL Server Business Intelligence stacks for many years. She lives in
Phoenix, Arizona where she works for a major fi nancial organization with responsibilities in implementing
data warehousing and BI solutions. She specializes in ETL, dimensional modeling, cube design, and
reporting in MDX and T-SQL. Sherry Li maintains her blog at bisherryli.com.

Tomislav Piasevoli

Tomislav Piasevoli (tomislav@piasevoli.com) is a Business Intelligence Specialist with years of experience
in Microsoft SQL Server Analysis Services (SSAS). He lives in Croatia and works for SoftPro Tetral d.o.o.,
a company specializing in development of SSAS frontends and implementation of BI solutions.

His main interests are dimensional modeling, cube design, and MDX about which he blogs at
http://tomislav.piasevoli.com. Tomislav also writes articles and speaks at regional conferences and user
groups. For his contribution to the community, Microsoft awarded him with the Microsoft SQL Server MVP
title.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luke Palmieri:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance
to endure than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of
MDX with SSAS 2012 Cookbook book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

David Barnett:

Here thing why this kind of MDX with SSAS 2012 Cookbook are different and trustworthy to be yours. First
of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. MDX with SSAS 2012 Cookbook giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with MDX with SSAS 2012
Cookbook. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the



world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of MDX with SSAS 2012 Cookbook in e-book can be your alternate.

Norma Ochoa:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
MDX with SSAS 2012 Cookbook your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written
in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The
MDX with SSAS 2012 Cookbook giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Christina Bishop:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This MDX with SSAS 2012 Cookbook is simple
bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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