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Five Faces of Modernity is a series of semantic and cultural biographies of words
that have taken on special significance in the last century and a half or so:
modernity, avant-garde, decadence, kitsch, and postmodernism. The concept of
modernity—the notion that we, the living, are different and somehow superior to
our predecessors and that our civilization is likely to be succeeded by one even
superior to ours—is a relatively recent Western invention and one whose time
may already have passed, if we believe its postmodern challengers. Calinescu
documents the rise of cultural modernity and, in tracing the shifting senses of the
five terms under scrutiny, illustrates the intricate value judgments, conflicting
orientations, and intellectual paradoxes to which it has given rise.
Five Faces of Modernity attempts to do for the foundations of the modernist
critical lexicon what earlier terminological studies have done for such complex
categories as classicism, baroque, romanticism, realism, or symbolism and
thereby fill a gap in literary scholarship. On another, more ambitious level,
Calinescu deals at length with the larger issues, dilemmas, ideological tensions,
and perplexities brought about by the assertion of modernity.
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Five Faces of Modernity is a series of semantic and cultural biographies of words that have taken on special
significance in the last century and a half or so: modernity, avant-garde, decadence, kitsch, and
postmodernism. The concept of modernity—the notion that we, the living, are different and somehow
superior to our predecessors and that our civilization is likely to be succeeded by one even superior to
ours—is a relatively recent Western invention and one whose time may already have passed, if we believe its
postmodern challengers. Calinescu documents the rise of cultural modernity and, in tracing the shifting
senses of the five terms under scrutiny, illustrates the intricate value judgments, conflicting orientations, and
intellectual paradoxes to which it has given rise.
Five Faces of Modernity attempts to do for the foundations of the modernist critical lexicon what earlier
terminological studies have done for such complex categories as classicism, baroque, romanticism, realism,
or symbolism and thereby fill a gap in literary scholarship. On another, more ambitious level, Calinescu deals
at length with the larger issues, dilemmas, ideological tensions, and perplexities brought about by the
assertion of modernity.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The author discusses with remarkable insight and subtlety the complex relationships among concepts which
are commonly used but rarely precisely defined...in doing so, he makes a significant contribution to
contemporary scholarship and criticism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy McCormack:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Five Faces of Modernity: Modernism, Avant-
garde, Decadence, Kitsch, Postmodernism. Try to stumble through book Five Faces of Modernity:
Modernism, Avant-garde, Decadence, Kitsch, Postmodernism as your close friend. It means that it can to get
your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Betty Hood:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Five Faces of Modernity: Modernism, Avant-garde,
Decadence, Kitsch, Postmodernism. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important some sort of book Five Faces of Modernity: Modernism, Avant-garde,
Decadence, Kitsch, Postmodernism. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Jeffrey Roybal:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a reserve. The book Five Faces of Modernity: Modernism, Avant-garde, Decadence, Kitsch,
Postmodernism it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price



is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Alberta Townsend:

The reason why? Because this Five Faces of Modernity: Modernism, Avant-garde, Decadence, Kitsch,
Postmodernism is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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