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Learning the basics of a modeling technique is not the same as learning how to
use and apply it. To develop a data model of an organization is to gain insights
into its nature that do not come easily. Indeed, analysts are often expected to
understand subtleties of an organization's structure that may have evaded people
who have worked there for years.

Here's help for those analysts who have learned the basics of data modeling (or
"entity/relationship modeling") but who need to obtain the insights required to
prepare a good model of a real business.

Structures common to many types of business are analyzed in areas such as
accounting, material requirements planning, process manufacturing, contracts,
laboratories, and documents.

Topics

In each chapter, high-level data models are drawn from the following business
areas:

-The Enterprise and Its World
-The Things of the Enterprise
-Procedures and Activities
-Contracts
-Accounting
-The Laboratory
-Material Requirements Planning
-Process Manufacturing
-Documents
-Lower-Level Conventions
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Editorial Review

Review
"Would you rather not reinvent the wheel? Do you have better things to do with your time? If so, you may be
interested in David Hay's book Data Model Patterns. . . . Hay does an excellent job of extracting the essence
of each 'thing' in order to deal with it as more of an abstraction. This results in much simpler and more
powerful data models that are less dependent on cosmetic variation. . . . Once you begin to see these new
patterns, you will have a new way of viewing the world of data." --Patrick O'Brien, St. Louis DAMA
Newsletter

"Occasionally a book comes along that can be considered a classic; that isn't tied to any particular product or
version. David Hay's book, Data Model Patterns: Conventions of Thought, is such a book. . . . This is a book
that can and should be used for years. No matter what your job function in the RDBMS industry, you'll find
great value from this book. It should be mandatory reading before starting any major data modeling or
application development task. No other author has gone beyond the theoretical methodology of creating a
data model to actually present and analyze real-world models that we can use every day. This book is well
written and well illustrated with numerous examples of the models discussed. This is a 'must buy' for your
professional library." --Warren Capps, Oracle Developer

". . . one of the practical values of your book is the set of 'ready to use' models for the most typical
applications in many industries. . . . You express your ideas in very simple and easy to understand language.
This is how I think such books should be written." --Mark Gokman, New York Power Authority

About the Author
David C. Hay has pioneered in the use of process and data models to support strategic planning,
requirements analysis, and system design since the late 1970s. In 1993, Dave founded the Houston-based
consulting firm Essential Strategies, and, through it, developed enterprise models for many industries,
including pharmaceutical research, oil refining and production, film and television, and nuclear energy. His
work has been instrumental in identifying the fundamental structure of metadata and has helped hundreds of
practitioners address issues of semantics in organization.

Using the relatively simple structures hidden in apparently complex situations, Dave developed the basis for
Data Model Patterns: Conventions of Thought. A subsequent work, Data Model Patterns: A Metadata Map,
provides comprehensive views of both business and technical metadata; a third work, Enterprise Model
Patterns: Describing the World, is a sequel to Data Model Patterns and describes and extensively models
more-complex patterns.

An internationally revered speaker at conferences on data management, modeling, and semantics, Dave is
also author of Requirements Analysis: From Business Views to Architecture, a comprehensive review of
requirements analysis techniques. He lives in Houston with his wife, Jola, and, in increasingly rare spare
time, pursues the ancient Japanese art of Origami, folding square pieces of paper into flowers, dinosaurs, or
any of myriad other figures -- without cutting, pasting, or swearing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Julia Hanson:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Data Model Patterns book because this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is
no doubt in it you know.

Joseph Singleton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Data Model Patterns book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still skepticism Data Model Patterns as good book but not only by the cover
but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Deborah Knight:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Data Model Patterns can be the
respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Chad Wood:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching
from it. It is known as of book Data Model Patterns. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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