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When did China make the decisive turn from tradition to modernity? For
decades, the received wisdom would have pointed to the May Fourth movement,
with its titanic battles between the champions of iconoclasm and the
traditionalists, and its shift to more populist forms of politics. A growing body of
recent research has, however, called into question how decisive the turn was,
when it happened, and what relation the resulting modernity bore to the agendas
of people who might have considered themsel ves representatives of such an
iconoclastic movement. Having thus explicitly or implicitly ‘decentered' the May
Fourth, such research (augmented by contributions in the present volume) leaves
us with the task of accounting for the shape Chinese modernity took, as the
product of dialogues and debates between, and the interplay of, avariety of
actors and trends, both within and (certainly no less importantly) without the
May Fourth camp.
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When did China make the decisive turn from tradition to modernity? For decades, the received wisdom
would have pointed to the May Fourth movement, with its titanic battles between the champions of
iconoclasm and the traditionalists, and its shift to more populist forms of politics. A growing body of recent
research has, however, called into question how decisive the turn was, when it happened, and what relation
the resulting modernity bore to the agendas of people who might have considered themselves representatives
of such an iconoclastic movement. Having thus explicitly or implicitly 'decentered' the May Fourth, such
research (augmented by contributions in the present volume) leaves us with the task of accounting for the
shape Chinese modernity took, as the product of dialogues and debates between, and the interplay of, a
variety of actors and trends, both within and (certainly no lessimportantly) without the May Fourth camp.
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Editorial Review

Review

The contents of this volume go beyond the usual range of scholarly assessments and reassessments of May
Fourth culture and literature. In widening the horizons of the May Fourth movement and itsimplicationsto
include such diverse topics as language andprinting, gender and family, as well as the larger issues of
science, religion, nation, and modernity, this book has made a seminal contribution to scholarship in modern
Chinese intellectual and cultural history. Highly recommended for both specialistsin the field and interested
lay readers... (Leo Ou-fan Lee, The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

This volume significantly contributes to the decentering of the May Fourth movement as the defining
moment in modern Chinese history. Focusing on the complex interplay between that movement and arich
array of often little-explored trends such as science and Buddhism, it deftly sketches the contours of a
historically embedded and culturally layered Chinese modernity. (Joan Judge, Y ork University)

The contents of this volume go beyond the usual range of scholarly assessments and reassessments of May
Fourth culture and literature. In widening the horizons of the May Fourth movement and itsimplicationsto
include suchdiverse topics as language and printing, gender and family, as well as the larger issues of
science, religion, nation, and modernity, this book has made a seminal contribution to scholarship in modern
Chineseintellectual and cultural history. Highly recommended for both specialistsin the field and interested
lay readers. (Leo Ou-fan Lee, The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

A collection of well-researched, well-written, and insightful essays.... Beyond the May Fourth Paradigmis
an excellent collection of essays that offers many insights and stimuli on how to rethink the complex and
contradictory nature of China's modern intellectual and cultural scene. (China Review International)

About the Author

Kai-wing Chow is professor of history and East Asian languages and cultures at the University of Illinois.
Tze-ki Hon isvisiting research fellow at the Modern East Asia Research Centre at Leiden University.
Hung-yok Ip is associate professor in the history department at Oregon State University. Don C. Priceis
professor in the history department at the University of California.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jack Cluck:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will prabably update themselves by reading books. It isagood choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Beyond the May Fourth
Paradigm: In Search of Chinese Modernity is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Raymond Hollander:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Beyond the May
Fourth Paradigm: In Search of Chinese Modernity suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Beyond the May Fourth Paradigm: In Search of Chinese
Modernityis the main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired |ots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just
before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of
this book. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Ben Papenfuss:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Beyond the May Fourth Paradigm: In Search of Chinese Modernity your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get ahead of. The Beyond the May Fourth Paradigm: In Search of Chinese Modernity giving you
yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life
on thisera. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will be pleased when you
are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Robert Younger:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be Beyond the May Fourth Paradigm: In Search of Chinese Modernity why because
the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.
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