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From the École Polytechnique shootings of 1989 to the political controversy
surrounding the elimination of the federal long-gun registry, the issue of gun
control has been a subject of fierce debate in Canada. But in fact, firearm
regulation has been a sharply contested issue in the country since Confederation.
Arming and Disarming offers the first comprehensive history of gun control in
Canada from the colonial period to the present.

In this sweeping, immersive book, R. Blake Brown outlines efforts to regulate
the use of guns by young people, punish the misuse of arms, impose licensing
regimes, and create firearm registries. Brown also challenges many popular
assumptions about Canadian history, suggesting that gun ownership was far from
universal during much of the colonial period, and that many nineteenth century
lawyers – including John A. Macdonald – believed in a limited right to bear
arms.

Arming and Disarming provides a careful exploration of how social, economic,
cultural, legal, and constitutional concerns shaped gun legislation and its
implementation, as well as how these factors defined Canada’s historical and
contemporary ‘gun culture.’
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In this sweeping, immersive book, R. Blake Brown outlines efforts to regulate the use of guns by young
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challenges many popular assumptions about Canadian history, suggesting that gun ownership was far from
universal during much of the colonial period, and that many nineteenth century lawyers – including John A.
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Editorial Review

Review
‘Brown’s admirable book is an exceptionally vast, sweeping, detailed, and authoritative account of Canada’s
gun experience.’ (Robert J. Spitzer Law and History Review, November 2013)

‘Blake Brown's Arming and Disarming is a truly fine piece of scholarship, six full years in the making.’

(Paull W. Bennett Chronicle Herald, January16, 2013)

‘Arming and Disarming is full of fascinating and well-placed quotations from key historical figures
concerning their views on gun issues… This book stands out as an important and pioneering work in the
history of gun control on Canada.’

(James Floros Canadian Historical Review vol 94: 03:0213)

‘R. Blake Brown has produced a sweeping, thorough, insightful, and well-researched account of gun control
in Canada… This book should prove useful and provocative for students and scholars of Canadian and
comparative law, society, and politics.’ (William G. Merkel American Historical Review June 2014)

Review
‘I hugely enjoyed reading Arming and Disarming, a terrific book on a fascinating topic. R. Blake Brown
imparts many fresh insights and provides important new evidence for big disputes about the rise of the
regulatory state, the rights of the citizen, modern masculinity, and much else.’ (Elsbeth Heaman, Department
of History and Classical Studies, McGill University)

About the Author
R. Blake Brown is an associate professor in the Department of History at Saint Mary’s University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Valdez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Arming and
Disarming: A History of Gun Control in Canada (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History)? Maybe it is
to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?



Delores Villarreal:

This Arming and Disarming: A History of Gun Control in Canada (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal
History) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get
by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Arming and Disarming: A History of Gun
Control in Canada (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) without we recognize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Arming and
Disarming: A History of Gun Control in Canada (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) can bring if
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even cell phone. This Arming and Disarming: A History of Gun Control in Canada (Osgoode Society
for Canadian Legal History) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Gerald Reed:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Arming and Disarming:
A History of Gun Control in Canada (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) is kind of book which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Sue Randall:

The book untitled Arming and Disarming: A History of Gun Control in Canada (Osgoode Society for
Canadian Legal History) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice go through.
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