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Every major measure of students historical understanding since 1917 has
demonstrated that students do not retain, understand, or enjoy their school
experiences with history. Bruce Lesh believes that thisis due to the way we teach
history lecture and memorization. Over the |ast fifteen years, Bruce has refined a
method of teaching history that mirrors the process used by historians, where
students are taught to ask questions of evidence and develop historical
explanations. And now in his new book Why Wont You Just Tell Usthe
Answer? he shows teachers how to successfully implement his methods in the
classroom.

Students may think they want to be given the answer. Y et, when they are actively
engaged in investigating the past the way professional historians do they find that
history classis not about the boring memorization of names, dates, and facts.
Instead, it s challenging fun. Historical study that centers on a question, where
students gather a variety of historical sources and then develop and defend their
answers to that question, allows students to become actual historiansimmersed in
an interpretive study of the past.

Each chapter focuses on akey concept in understanding history and then offersa
sample unit on how the concept can be taught. Readers will learn about the
following:

Exploring Text, Subtext, and Context: President Theodore Roosevelt and the
Panama Canal

Chronologica Thinking and Causality: The Rail Strike of 1877

Multiple Perspectives: The Bonus March of 1932

Continuity and Change Over Time: Custer s Last Stand

Historical Significance: The Civil Rights Movement

Historical Empathy: The Truman-MacArthur Debate

By the end of the book, teachers will have learned how to teach history viaalens
of interpretive questions and interrogative evidence that alows both student and
teacher to develop evidence-based answersto history s greatest questions.
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Every major measure of students historical understanding since 1917 has demonstrated that students do not
retain, understand, or enjoy their school experiences with history. Bruce Lesh believes that thisis due to the
way we teach history lecture and memorization. Over the |ast fifteen years, Bruce has refined a method of
teaching history that mirrors the process used by historians, where students are taught to ask questions of
evidence and develop historical explanations. And now in his new book Why Wont Y ou Just Tell Usthe
Answer? he shows teachers how to successfully implement his methods in the classroom.

Students may think they want to be given the answer. Y et, when they are actively engaged in investigating
the past the way professional historians do they find that history classis not about the boring memorization
of names, dates, and facts. Instead, it s challenging fun. Historical study that centers on a question, where
students gather avariety of historical sources and then develop and defend their answers to that question,
allows students to become actual historiansimmersed in an interpretive study of the past.

Each chapter focuses on a key concept in understanding history and then offers a sample unit on how the
concept can be taught. Readers will learn about the following:

Exploring Text, Subtext, and Context: President Theodore Roosevelt and the Panama Canal
Chronologica Thinking and Causality: The Rail Strike of 1877

Multiple Perspectives: The Bonus March of 1932

Continuity and Change Over Time: Custer s Last Stand

Historical Significance: The Civil Rights Movement

Historical Empathy: The Truman-MacArthur Debate

By the end of the book, teachers will have learned how to teach history via alens of interpretive questions
and interrogative evidence that allows both student and teacher to devel op evidence-based answers to history
s greatest questions.
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Editorial Review

Review

"What the book intends to do, and what is does well, is provide a 'road map' for those who wish to teach
historical thinking skillsin the secondary classroom. Lesh has written a valuable book for history teachers at
the secondary level.' --The History Teacher

"Teachers are shown how to teach history using interpretive questions and interrogative evidencein this
exciting alternative to traditional history paths, recommended for any educator's collection.' --Midwest Book
Review

About the Author

Edward L. Ayersisthe President of the University of Richmond. He was educated at the University of
Tennessee and Y ae University, where he received his Ph.D. in American Studies. Previously Dean of Arts
and Sciences at the University of Virginia, where he began teaching in 1980, Ayers was named National
Professor of the Y ear by the Carnegie Foundation and the Council for the Support of Education in 2003. His
book, IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES: WAR IN THE HEART OF AMERICA, 1859-1863
(2003), won the Bancroft Prize for distinguished work on the history of the United States. THE PROMISE
OF THE NEW SOUTH: LIFE AFTER RECONSTRUCTION (1992) won prizes for the best book on the
history of American race relations and on the history of the American South. It was afinalist for both the
National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize. Heis the co-editor of THE OXFORD BOOK OF THE
AMERICAN SOUTH (1997) and ALL OVER THE MAP: RETHINKING AMERICAN REGIONS (1996).
The World Wide Web version of The Valley of the Shadow: Two Communitiesin the American Civil War
was recognized by the American Historical Association as the best aid to the teaching of history. His latest
book isWHAT CAUSED THE CIVIL WAR? REFLECTIONS ON THE SOUTH AND SOUTHERN
HISTORY (2005).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Matthew Ramey:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y ep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take awander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called "Why Won't
You Just Tell Usthe Answer?': Teaching Historical Thinking in Grades 7-12? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. Y ou aready know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Renee Middleton:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
thisaren't like that. This"Why Won't You Just Tell Usthe Answer?": Teaching Historical Thinking in
Grades 7-12 book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are



arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer regarding "Why Won't Y ou Just Tell Us the Answer?': Teaching Historical Thinking in
Grades 7-12 content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So, do you even now thinking "Why
Won't You Just Tell Usthe Answer?": Teaching Historical Thinking in Grades 7-12 is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Sheila Dicker son:

Reading a guide tends to be new life stylein this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story as
well astheir experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authorsin this world awaystry to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them isthis"Why Won't Y ou Just Tell Usthe Answer?': Teaching Historical Thinking in Grades 7-12.

Tyler Dean:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read the book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the whole day to reading areserve. The book "Why Won't You Just Tell Usthe Answer?':
Teaching Historical Thinking in Grades 7-12 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of people
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.
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