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In the violent country of Ludania, the language you speak determines what class
you are, and there are harsh punishments if you forget your place—looking a
member of a higher class in the eye can result in immediate execution.

Seventeen-year-old Charlaina (Charlie for short) can understand all languages, a
dangerous ability she's been hiding her whole life. Her only place of release is the
drug-filled underground club scene, where people go to shake off the oppressive
rules of the world they live in. There, she meets a beautiful and mysterious boy
who speaks a language she's never heard, and her secret is almost exposed.
Through a series of violent upheavals, it becomes clear that Charlie herself is the
key to forcing out the oppressive power structure of her kingdom.
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In the violent country of Ludania, the language you speak determines what class you are, and there are harsh
punishments if you forget your place—looking a member of a higher class in the eye can result in immediate
execution.

Seventeen-year-old Charlaina (Charlie for short) can understand all languages, a dangerous ability she's been
hiding her whole life. Her only place of release is the drug-filled underground club scene, where people go to
shake off the oppressive rules of the world they live in. There, she meets a beautiful and mysterious boy who
speaks a language she's never heard, and her secret is almost exposed. Through a series of violent upheavals,
it becomes clear that Charlie herself is the key to forcing out the oppressive power structure of her kingdom.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Amazon Exclusive: Margaret Stohl Reviews The Pledge

Margaret Stohl writes the bestselling Beautiful Creatures novels along with coauthor Kami Garcia.
The latest book in the series is Beautiful Chaos. She is also the author of the forthcoming Icons, the
first book in a new YA series.

Margaret Atwood once wrote, "War is what happens when language fails." As a writer, of course, I'm always
particularly interested when people who love words tell stories of the power of words; I felt that way about
Ally Condie's stolen remnants of poetry in Matched, and again in Kimberly Derting's fierce contest of
language in The Pledge. Atwood, Condie, and Derting are circling around the same fire, here; if you liked
one you'll like the others, as I did, and I suggest all three.

Powerful people can speak, more powerful people can control the story. Within the sharply, smartly drawn
world of The Pledge, of all the many layers of regulated dialect and mediated power, only one language is
essentially magic—-the untaught, instinctual language of the ruling class. What happens when someone
powerless can suddenly speak and understand it? What happens when that someone is a young woman with
something of her own to say? What happens when she chooses to love someone she shouldn't, someone who
speaks it too?

We writers talk so often about voice, but this is one of the few YA novels I've ever seen that expressly
examines the power of a girl's own voice, her right to have it and use it. The Pledge is deeply written and
deeply felt, and I look forward to the sequel. --Margaret Stohl

Review
"Derting's chilling dystopia envisions an America ruled by monarchy, most of its cities razed, and its citizens
straitjacketed in a caste system divided by language...[and is] right on when depicting the bonds of family,
friendship, and first love."--"Publishers Weekly"



"A girl reluctantly faces her destiny in this gripping dystopian fantasy. Derting ("Desires of the Dead", 2011,
etc.) keeps her story consistently engaging through vivid description and brisk pacing, propelling Charlie
through her adventure. She throws enough romance into the mix to satisfy but keeps the main focus on
suspense. More great suspense from a prolific new writer with a vibrant imagination."--"Kirkus "Reviews

"Fast-paced and engrossing. A world of class languages is an intriguing vehicle for demonstrating the issues
of insider vs. outsider that can be so typical of the teenage years. While today's teens probably will not find
resistance fighters and royal blood hidden in their worlds, they will find, as Charlie does, that people are not
really as they seem."--VOYA

"Though not strictly dystopian (this book is more of a unique blend of dystopian, fantasy, and fairy tale),
"The Pledge" certainly has all the earmarks that fans of "The Hunger Games" will enjoy. Derting has created
truly one of the most original stories I've seen hit the YA shelves in a long time -- crafting her own genre out
of existing themes, and weaving together a story that will keep you up late into the night reading."--The
Examiner

About the Author
Howard Melvin Fast (11 November 1914, New York City - 12 March 2003, Old Greenwich, Connecticut)
was a Jewish American novelist and television writer, who wrote also under the pen names E. V.
Cunningham and Walter Ericson.

No Bio

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Campbell:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Pledge will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you
think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Jaime Leflore:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The Pledge
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled The
Pledgeis the main of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.



Maranda Shoemaker:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Pledge can be the respond to, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Helen Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The
Pledge.
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