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In 1998 David Kruiper, the leader of the tKhomani San who today livein the
Kalahari Desert in South Africa, lamented, “We have been made into nothing.”
His comment applies equally to the fate of al the hunter- gatherer societies of the
Cape Colony who were destroyed by the impact of European colonialism. Until
relatively recently, the extermination of the Cape San peoples has been treated as
little more than a footnote to South African narratives of colonial conquest.

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Dutch-speaking pastoralists who
infiltrated the Cape interior dispossessed its aboriginal inhabitants. In response to
indigenous resistance, colonists formed mounted militia units known as
commandos with the express purpose of destroying San bands. This ensured the
virtual extinction of the Cape San peoples. In The Anatomy of a South African
Genocide, Mohamed Adhikari examines the history of the San and persuasively
presents the annihilation of Cape San society as genocide.
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In 1998 David Kruiper, the leader of the tKhomani San who today live in the Kalahari Desert in South
Africa, lamented, “We have been made into nothing.” His comment applies equally to the fate of al the
hunter- gatherer societies of the Cape Colony who were destroyed by the impact of European colonialism.
Until relatively recently, the extermination of the Cape San peoples has been treated as little more than a
footnote to South African narratives of colonia conquest.

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Dutch-speaking pastoralists who infiltrated the Cape interior
dispossessed its aboriginal inhabitants. In response to indigenous resistance, colonists formed mounted
militia units known as commandos with the express purpose of destroying San bands. This ensured the
virtual extinction of the Cape San peoples. In The Anatomy of a South African Genocide, Mohamed Adhikari
examines the history of the San and persuasively presents the annihilation of Cape San society as genocide.
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Editorial Review

Review

“ Anatomy of a South African Genocide provides a succinct and accessible summary of alarge body of
scholarship on San colonia history. This makes it useful to both academic and lay readers. The book isa
high-quality contribution to public education about the colonial history of the San.”

— Mathias Guenther, Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada

“The Anatomy of a South African Genocide is provocative and consequential. By compellingly arguing that
the extermination of the Cape San is genocide, Adhikari makes an argument with cultural, legal, and political
implications in postapartheid South Africa. Akhikari’s clear prose and conveyance of complicated
issues...make this short book suitable for awider public audience and the college classroom.”

— H-Genocide

“The author's passion for this subject is palpable, driving a successful effort to present the disintegration of
San society as agenocide.”
— The Historian

“In atime where fundamentalist intolerance, xenophaobia, and racism still crop up constantly, Adhikari’s
book serves as an apt, timely, and necessary call to guard against the horrors of such outrage.”
— African Sudies Quarterly

“The book is well-written, well-argued, insightful, and makes significant contributions to the literature on
San and South African history, and genocide.”
— Robert Hitchcock, Michigan State University

“The author’ s research and command of the literature isimpressive. The judgments are well balanced, fair
and based on sound scholarship. Thisis an accessible book that will help to expand consciousness about the
fate of the San and introduce ... students to debates about genocide in a colonial context.”

— Nigel Penn, University of Cape Town

About the Author



Mohamed Adhikari is an associate professor at the University of Cape Town. His most recent books are
Not White Enough, Not Black Enough: Racial Identity in the South African Coloured Community and
Burdened by Race: Coloured Identity in Southern Africa.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ella Butler:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fed it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Anatomy of a South African Genocide: The
Extermination of the Cape San Peoples can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Katherine Sherrer:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usualy prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Anatomy of a South African
Genocide: The Extermination of the Cape San Peoples that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky individual but for al of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for
al you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The Anatomy of a South African
Genocide: The Extermination of the Cape San Peoples become your starter.

Stephanie Carlton:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Anatomy of a South African
Genocide: The Extermination of the Cape San Peoples e-book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who aso read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still doubt The Anatomy of a South African Genocide: The Extermination of the Cape San Peoples as
good book not simply by the cover but also by content. Thisis one publication that can break don't assess
book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Stacie L ogan:

The book untitled The Anatomy of a South African Genocide: The Extermination of the Cape San Peoples
contain alot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very



straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored
by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can easily read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site aswell as order it. Have anice
study.
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