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New religious movements (NRMs) and other minority faiths have regularly been
the focus of legal cases around the world in recent decades. This is the first book
to focus on important aspects of the relationship of smaller faiths to the societies
in which they function by using specific legal cases to examine social control
efforts. The legal cases involve group leaders, a groups’ practices or alleged
abuses against members and children in the group, legal actions brought by
former members or third parties, attacks against such groups by outsiders
including even governments, and libel and slander actions brought by religious
groups as they seek to defend themselves. These cases are sometimes milestones
in the relation between state authorities and religious groups. Exploring cases in
different parts of the world, and assessing the events causing such cases and their
consequences, this book offers a practical insight for understanding the relations
of NRMs and other minority religions and the law from the perspective of legal
cases. Chapters focus on legal, political, and social implications. Including
contributions from scholars, legal practitioners, actual or former members, and
authorities involved in such cases from various jurisdictions, this book presents
an objective approach to understanding why so many legal actions have involved
NRMs and other minority faiths in recent years in western societies, and the
consequences of those actions for the society and the religious group as well.
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New religious movements (NRMs) and other minority faiths have regularly been the focus of legal cases
around the world in recent decades. This is the first book to focus on important aspects of the relationship of
smaller faiths to the societies in which they function by using specific legal cases to examine social control
efforts. The legal cases involve group leaders, a groups’ practices or alleged abuses against members and
children in the group, legal actions brought by former members or third parties, attacks against such groups
by outsiders including even governments, and libel and slander actions brought by religious groups as they
seek to defend themselves. These cases are sometimes milestones in the relation between state authorities
and religious groups. Exploring cases in different parts of the world, and assessing the events causing such
cases and their consequences, this book offers a practical insight for understanding the relations of NRMs
and other minority religions and the law from the perspective of legal cases. Chapters focus on legal,
political, and social implications. Including contributions from scholars, legal practitioners, actual or former
members, and authorities involved in such cases from various jurisdictions, this book presents an objective
approach to understanding why so many legal actions have involved NRMs and other minority faiths in
recent years in western societies, and the consequences of those actions for the society and the religious
group as well.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
James Richardson, JD, PhD, is Professor of Sociology and Judicial Studies at the University of Nevada in
Reno, where he directs the Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Studies, as well as the Judicial Studies graduate
degree program for trial judges. His latest books include Regulating Religion: Case Studies from around the
Globe (2004) and Saints under Siege: The Texas Raid on the Fundamentalist Latter Day Saints (with Stuart
Wright, 2011). He has published over 250 articles and book chapters, and worked on 10 books, mostly on
new and minority faiths. In recent years his focus has been on legal aspects of social control of religions. He
is the incoming president of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. FranÃ§ois Bellanger, PhD,
Professor of Law (University of Geneva), Attorney at Law, has been a legal expert on cults for the
Department of Justice of the Canton of Geneva (Switzerland) and is one of the authors of the official report
on illegal sectarian practices published in Geneva in 1997 (’Audit sur les dérives sectaires’). He has
published several articles on cults and religious freedom. He is the President of the Information Center on
Beliefs in Geneva.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Joy:

The event that you get from Legal Cases, New Religious Movements, and Minority Faiths (Routledge
Inform Series on Minority Religions and Spiritual Movements) will be the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Legal Cases, New Religious Movements, and Minority Faiths (Routledge
Inform Series on Minority Religions and Spiritual Movements) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this specific Legal Cases, New Religious Movements, and
Minority Faiths (Routledge Inform Series on Minority Religions and Spiritual Movements) instantly.

Donald Fujita:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Legal Cases, New Religious Movements, and
Minority Faiths (Routledge Inform Series on Minority Religions and Spiritual Movements) can be the
response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading
in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?



Everette Murray:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit
or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Legal Cases, New Religious Movements, and Minority Faiths
(Routledge Inform Series on Minority Religions and Spiritual Movements) can make you experience more
interested to read.

Tara Reynolds:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. On this modern era
like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the Legal Cases, New Religious Movements, and Minority Faiths (Routledge Inform Series on Minority
Religions and Spiritual Movements) when you needed it?
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