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The classic guidebook to everything from paper airplanes to spool tanks to
slingshots is back in print, and is as fun, inventive, and charming as ever.

How to Do Nothing literally tells "how to do nothing with nobody all alone by
yourself"?real things, fascinating things, the things that you did when you were a
kid, or your parents did when they were kids. This is a book to free your kid from
video games for a few hours, a handbook on the avoidance of boredom, a primer
on the uses of solitude, a child's declaration of independence. If you don't
remember how to make a spool tank, what to do with an old umbrella, whether
"pennies" come before or after "spank the baby" in mumbly-peg, or how to make
rubber-band guns, slings, or clamshell bracelets, it's OK because Robert Paul
Smith has collected all of this and more in How to Do Nothing. It's a book for
kids, but parents are not prohibited from reading it.
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The classic guidebook to everything from paper airplanes to spool tanks to slingshots is back in print,
and is as fun, inventive, and charming as ever.

How to Do Nothing literally tells "how to do nothing with nobody all alone by yourself"?real things,
fascinating things, the things that you did when you were a kid, or your parents did when they were kids.
This is a book to free your kid from video games for a few hours, a handbook on the avoidance of boredom,
a primer on the uses of solitude, a child's declaration of independence. If you don't remember how to make a
spool tank, what to do with an old umbrella, whether "pennies" come before or after "spank the baby" in
mumbly-peg, or how to make rubber-band guns, slings, or clamshell bracelets, it's OK because Robert Paul
Smith has collected all of this and more in How to Do Nothing. It's a book for kids, but parents are not
prohibited from reading it.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Every great book reminds us that we're all alone in the world. At least this one provides us with the means
to entertain ourselves while we're here." — Lemony Snicket

"It's what you'd get if you crossed the Boy Scout Handbook with The Anarchist's Cookbook, and it's
definitely the wildest how-to manual I've seen this year." —Greg Cowles, The New York Times Paper Cuts
blog

"What a joy to give children something they can do without 'hollering for help'...How to Do Nothing with
Nobody All Alone by Yourself is replete with the sort of fun that childhood should be, and too rarely is."
—Blogcritics.com

"His book is timeless and remarkably timely in both spirit and hands-on ingenuity." —Brainpickings

"Had I known about it, Robert Paul Smith's 1958 book, 'How to Do Nothing with Nobody All Alone by
Yourself,' would have been my Bible. Smith gets down to the nitty-gritty on the first page: 'These are things
you can do by yourself,' he writes. 'You don't need any help from your mother or your father or
anybody.'"—Laurie Hertzel, Minneapolis Star Tribune

"This classic 1958 guide reintroduces kids to those natural urges that have to turn random objects into crazy
great stuff...Readers will love that everything in this book was invented by kids and passed along by kids,
that nothing costs money and that each of the projects is a seat-of-the-pants creation."—Where the Best
Books Are!

"You'll never hear 'I'm bored' again with this illustrated guide to simple, nostalgic fun."—Canadian Family

About the Author
Robert Paul Smith is the author of the best-selling Where Did You Go? Out. What Did You Do? Nothing.
and of the novels So It Doesn’t Whistle, The Journey, Because of My Love, and The Time and the Place.
Smith was born in Brooklyn, grew up in Mount Vernon, New York, and graduated from Columbia College
in 1936. He worked as a writer with CBS Radio.

Paul Collins is a writer specializing in history, memoir, and unusual antiquarian literature. His nine books
have been translated into eleven languages, and include Sixpence House: Lost in a Town of Books (2003)
and The Murder of the Century: The Gilded Age Crime That Scandalized a City & Sparked the Tabloid
Wars (2011). Collins lives in Oregon, where he is chair and professor of English at Portland State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Arnold Williams:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need that How to Do Nothing with Nobody All
Alone by Yourself to read.

Eleanor Williams:

This How to Do Nothing with Nobody All Alone by Yourself usually are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason of this How to Do Nothing with Nobody All Alone by Yourself can be
among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
anyone with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this
How to Do Nothing with Nobody All Alone by Yourself forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Jon Pittenger:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled How to Do Nothing with Nobody All Alone by
Yourself can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Stephen Porter:

This How to Do Nothing with Nobody All Alone by Yourself is brand-new way for you who has attention to
look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this How to Do Nothing with Nobody All
Alone by Yourself can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve
is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life
and knowledge.
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