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In 1893, Said Jureidini, an Arabic-speaking Christian from the Ottoman Empire,
experienced an evangelical conversion while attending the Chicago World's
Fair. Two years later he founded the first Baptist church in modern-day Lebanon.
For financial support, he aligned his fledgling church with American Landmark
Baptists and, later, Southern Baptists. By doing so, Jureidini linked the fate of
Baptists in Lebanon with those in the United States.

In Evangelizing Lebanon, Melanie E. Trexler explores the complex, reflexive
relationship between Baptist missionaries from the States and Baptists in
Lebanon. Trexler pays close attention to the contexts surrounding the
relationships, the consequences, and the theologies inherent to missionary praxis,
carefully profiling the perspectives of both the missionaries and the Lebanese
Baptists. 

Trexler thus discovers a fraught mutuality at work. U.S. missionaries presented
new models of church planting, evangelism, and educational opportunities that
empowered the Lebanese Baptists to accomplish personal and communal goals.
In turn, Lebanese Baptists prompted missionaries to rethink their ideas about
mission, Muslim-Christian relations, and even American foreign policy in the
region.

But Trexler also reveals how missionaries' efforts to evangelize Muslims came to
threaten the very security of the Lebanese Baptists. Trexler shows how Baptist
missionary theology and praxis in Lebanon had more to do with bolstering an
insular Baptist identity in the U.S. than it did with engaging in interfaith
relationships with Lebanese Muslims. Ironically, American Baptists' efforts to
help ultimately spun out of control and led to unintended consequences. Trexler's
study of Baptists in Lebanon serves as a warning for missional identity
everywhere, Baptist or not: missionary insistence on a narrow and politically
useful definition of what it means to be Christian can both aid and undermine,
build and destabilize.
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In 1893, Said Jureidini, an Arabic-speaking Christian from the Ottoman Empire, experienced an evangelical
conversion while attending the Chicago World's Fair. Two years later he founded the first Baptist church in
modern-day Lebanon. For financial support, he aligned his fledgling church with American Landmark
Baptists and, later, Southern Baptists. By doing so, Jureidini linked the fate of Baptists in Lebanon with those
in the United States.

In Evangelizing Lebanon, Melanie E. Trexler explores the complex, reflexive relationship between Baptist
missionaries from the States and Baptists in Lebanon. Trexler pays close attention to the contexts
surrounding the relationships, the consequences, and the theologies inherent to missionary praxis, carefully
profiling the perspectives of both the missionaries and the Lebanese Baptists. 

Trexler thus discovers a fraught mutuality at work. U.S. missionaries presented new models of church
planting, evangelism, and educational opportunities that empowered the Lebanese Baptists to accomplish
personal and communal goals. In turn, Lebanese Baptists prompted missionaries to rethink their ideas about
mission, Muslim-Christian relations, and even American foreign policy in the region.

But Trexler also reveals how missionaries' efforts to evangelize Muslims came to threaten the very security
of the Lebanese Baptists. Trexler shows how Baptist missionary theology and praxis in Lebanon had more to
do with bolstering an insular Baptist identity in the U.S. than it did with engaging in interfaith relationships
with Lebanese Muslims. Ironically, American Baptists' efforts to help ultimately spun out of control and led
to unintended consequences. Trexler's study of Baptists in Lebanon serves as a warning for missional
identity everywhere, Baptist or not: missionary insistence on a narrow and politically useful definition of
what it means to be Christian can both aid and undermine, build and destabilize.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Evangelizing Lebanon is a study of Lebanese Baptist identity. The Arabic-speaking Baptist community that
coalesced in 1895 under Lebanese leadership represented a new way to be Protestant in Beirut. Trexler
carefully sorts through the complicated relationships that Lebanese Baptists have cultivated since then with
several generations of Southern Baptist missionaries from America, other Middle Eastern Protestants, and
the Muslim majority of Lebanon. She demonstrates how a small evangelical minority group has sought to
exercise influence within the particular context of Lebanese society."?Stanley H. Skreslet, F. S. Royster
Professor of Christian Missions, Union Presbyterian Seminary

"In Evangelizing Lebanon, Melanie Trexler considers the long-running Arab-American relationship that has
connected Baptists in the United States and in what is now Lebanon from the late nineteenth century to the
present. Readers interested in the history of Lebanon, Christian missions, Baptist peoples and traditions, or
U.S.-Middle Eastern relations will appreciate this engaging, thoroughly researched, and finely analyzed
account."?Heather J. Sharkey, Associate Professor of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, University of
Pennsylvania

"Melanie Trexler's study of Lebanese Baptists and Southern Baptist missionaries both provides engaging
portraits of individuals and groups and presents important conclusions about modern religious intercultural
relations in general. As well as being an in-depth history of a particular Christian group, this study is also a
sound analysis of the evolution of Western Christian missionary policies in the twentieth century and a
useful examination of Christian life in part of the Arab world."?John Voll, Professor of Islamic History,
Georgetown University

"This study provides an original and insightful contribution to our understanding of the dynamic interaction
between the historical churches of the Middle East, the Islamic revival, and American and Israeli
intervention in Lebanese affairs on the lives of the Baptists of Lebanon. Evangelizing Lebanon is a must-read
for anyone interested in Lebanese history as well as the impact of foreign interests on local Christians in the
Middle East."?Yvonne Haddad, Professor of the History of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations,
Georgetown University

"a useful volume, both for students of Protestant missions to the Middle East in general and students of
Southern Baptist missions in particular."?Walker Robins, Reading Religion

About the Author
Melanie E. Trexler is Assistant Professor of Theology at Valparaiso University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Gabel:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Evangelizing Lebanon: Baptists,



Missions, and the Question of Cultures will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
ideal book with you?

William Tietjen:

This Evangelizing Lebanon: Baptists, Missions, and the Question of Cultures tend to be reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Evangelizing Lebanon: Baptists,
Missions, and the Question of Cultures can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Evangelizing Lebanon: Baptists, Missions, and
the Question of Cultures giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Arthur Seaton:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Evangelizing Lebanon: Baptists, Missions, and the Question of Cultures your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get ahead of. The Evangelizing Lebanon: Baptists, Missions, and the Question of
Cultures giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Quentin Taylor:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Evangelizing Lebanon: Baptists, Missions,
and the Question of Cultures can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you
have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Evangelizing
Lebanon: Baptists, Missions, and the Question of Cultures.
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