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The universal human instinct is to run from an outbreak of disease like Ebola.
These doctors run toward it. Their job is to stop epidemics from happening.

They are the disease detective corps of the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), the federal agency that tracks and tries to prevent disease
outbreaks and bioterrorist attacks around the world. They are formally called the
Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS)—a group founded more than fifty years ago
out of fear that the Korean War might bring the use of biological weapons—and,
like intelligence operatives in the traditional sense, they perform their work
largely in anonymity. They are not household names, but over the years they
were first to confront the outbreaks that became known as hantavirus, Ebola, and
AIDS. Every day they work to protect us by hunting down the deadly threats that
we forget until they dominate our headlines, West Nile virus, anthrax, and SARS
among others.

In this riveting narrative, Maryn McKenna—the only journalist ever given full
access to the EIS in its fifty-three-year history—follows the first class of disease
detectives to come to the CDC after September 11, the first to confront not just
naturally occurring outbreaks but the man-made threat of bioterrorism. They are
talented researchers—many with young families—who trade two years of low
pay and extremely long hours for the chance to be part of the group that are on
the frontlines, in the yellow suits and masks, that has helped eradicate smallpox,
push back polio, and solve the first major outbreaks of Legionnaires’ disease,
toxic shock syndrome, and E. coli O157 and works to battle every new disease
before it becomes an epidemic.

Urgent, exhilarating, and compelling, Beating Back the Devil takes you inside the
world of these medical detectives who are trying to stop the next
epidemic—before the epidemics stop us.
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The universal human instinct is to run from an outbreak of disease like Ebola. These doctors run toward it.
Their job is to stop epidemics from happening.

They are the disease detective corps of the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the
federal agency that tracks and tries to prevent disease outbreaks and bioterrorist attacks around the world.
They are formally called the Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS)—a group founded more than fifty years
ago out of fear that the Korean War might bring the use of biological weapons—and, like intelligence
operatives in the traditional sense, they perform their work largely in anonymity. They are not household
names, but over the years they were first to confront the outbreaks that became known as hantavirus, Ebola,
and AIDS. Every day they work to protect us by hunting down the deadly threats that we forget until they
dominate our headlines, West Nile virus, anthrax, and SARS among others.

In this riveting narrative, Maryn McKenna—the only journalist ever given full access to the EIS in its fifty-
three-year history—follows the first class of disease detectives to come to the CDC after September 11, the
first to confront not just naturally occurring outbreaks but the man-made threat of bioterrorism. They are
talented researchers—many with young families—who trade two years of low pay and extremely long hours
for the chance to be part of the group that are on the frontlines, in the yellow suits and masks, that has helped
eradicate smallpox, push back polio, and solve the first major outbreaks of Legionnaires’ disease, toxic
shock syndrome, and E. coli O157 and works to battle every new disease before it becomes an epidemic.

Urgent, exhilarating, and compelling, Beating Back the Devil takes you inside the world of these medical
detectives who are trying to stop the next epidemic—before the epidemics stop us.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joy Hanson:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Beating Back the Devil will make
you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Roderick Donnell:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Beating Back the Devil had been making you
to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The guide Beating Back the Devil is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship together with the book Beating Back the Devil. You never feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Philip Cooper:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This Beating Back the Devil can give you a lot of close friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Beating Back the Devil.

Carmen Vasquez:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore this Beating Back the Devil can make you feel more interested to read.
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