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Most Sociology of Religion texts are decidedly staid and uninteresting, covering
"contemporary" developments which are only contemporary only from a
disciplinary perspective.  They are not contemporary if viewed from the
perspective of the religion's practioners (in religious and non-religious settings).
  The textbooks that attempt to be interesting to undergraduate students often fall
short because they either try to cover too much in an encyclopedic format, or
sacrifice a sociological perspective for a personal one.  Many use real-life
examples only superficially to illustrate concepts.

 

Lundskow's approach is the opposite—students will learn the facts of religion in
its great diversity, all the most interesting and compelling beliefs and practices,
and then learn relevant concepts that can be used to explain empirical
observations. The book thus follows the logic of actual research—investigate and
then analyze—rather than approaching concepts with no real bearing on how
religion is experienced in society.  This approach, using provocative examples
and with an eye toward the historical and theoretical, not to mention global
experience of religion, will make this book a success in the classroom.

 

The author envisions a substantive approach that examines religion as it actually
exists in all its forms, including belief, ritual, daily living, identity, institutions,
social movements, social control, and social change. Within these broad
categories, the book will devote particular chapters to important historical
moments and movements, leaders, and various individual religions that have
shaped the contemporary form and effect of religion in the world today.
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Most Sociology of Religion texts are decidedly staid and uninteresting, covering "contemporary"
developments which are only contemporary only from a disciplinary perspective.  They are not contemporary
if viewed from the perspective of the religion's practioners (in religious and non-religious settings).   The
textbooks that attempt to be interesting to undergraduate students often fall short because they either try to
cover too much in an encyclopedic format, or sacrifice a sociological perspective for a personal one.  Many
use real-life examples only superficially to illustrate concepts.

 

Lundskow's approach is the opposite—students will learn the facts of religion in its great diversity, all the
most interesting and compelling beliefs and practices, and then learn relevant concepts that can be used to
explain empirical observations. The book thus follows the logic of actual research—investigate and then
analyze—rather than approaching concepts with no real bearing on how religion is experienced in society. 
This approach, using provocative examples and with an eye toward the historical and theoretical, not to
mention global experience of religion, will make this book a success in the classroom.

 

The author envisions a substantive approach that examines religion as it actually exists in all its forms,
including belief, ritual, daily living, identity, institutions, social movements, social control, and social change.
Within these broad categories, the book will devote particular chapters to important historical moments and
movements, leaders, and various individual religions that have shaped the contemporary form and effect of
religion in the world today.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

George Lundskow recently edited and published a book on new developments in religion. This textbook is in
many ways an extension of that book conceptually, that religion today is best understood through example,
examined closely, not through summaries of classical theorists, literature reviews of famous scholars, or
abstract concepts. Rather, let’s present students with interesting, factual information, relevant concepts, and
let them critically analyze what is happening and why.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randy Garrison:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this The Sociology of Religion: A Substantive and
Transdisciplinary Approach to read.

Aracely Schneider:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Sociology of Religion: A Substantive and Transdisciplinary Approach.

Barbara Erickson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Sociology of
Religion: A Substantive and Transdisciplinary Approach that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Sociology of Religion: A Substantive



and Transdisciplinary Approach become your starter.

Teresa Obannon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Sociology of Religion: A Substantive and Transdisciplinary Approach when you
necessary it?
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