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This tranglation captures the terse and enigmatic beauty of the ancient original
and resists the tendency toward interpretive paraphrase found in many other
editions. Along with the complete translation, Lombardo and Addiss provide one
or more key lines from the original Chinese for each of the eighty-one sections,
together with atrandliteration of the Chinese characters and a glossary
commenting on the pronunciation and meaning of each Chinese character
displayed. This greatly enhances the reader's appreciation of how the Chinese
text works and feels and the different ways it can be translated into English.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

With this edition of the Tao Te Ching, an unlikely team of a Japanese art expert and a Greek trandator pull
off auniquely powerful version of the text. If one thing marks the language of the original Tao Te Ching, itis
linguistic spareness. Stephen Addiss and Stanley Lombardo are the first to succeed in duplicating the
language in English, and although their search for just the right word occasionally goes far afield, they are
mostly successful. The effect can be quite liberating as the full ambiguity of meaning comes through and you
are afforded the freedom to interpret in avariety of ways. The trandators also enhance the atmosphere of the
book with Addiss's expressive calligraphy and the two linesin the original Chinese that are retained in each
chapter. Addiss and Lombardo's rendering of the Tao Te Ching gets you right down into the primary source,
and from there you're free to wander where you will.

Review
This crystalline trandlation of the Tao Te Ching is accurate down to the nuance and as concisely poetic as the
origind. It preserves the quirks and flavors of the original text. The trandators hearkened to the message of

the book itself, and kept it clear and gently strong. Of the many trandations | have read in English, thisis
unguestionably the best. --Gary Snyder, University of Californiaat Davis

This edition combines an earthy--as opposed to esoteric--trand ation with a welcome entrée into the Chinese
text for those who do not know that language. The gorgeous ink paintings add beauty to the edition. | can't
imagine a better way to present this text, and | can't imagine ever using adifferent edition. --Greg Salyer,
Huntingdon College

Thisis by far the best trandation on the market today, and | have been praising it to whoever would listen. --
LiviaKohn, Boston University
About the Author

Stephen Addissis Tucker-Boatwright Professor in the Humanities and Professor of Art History, University
of Richmond.

Stanley Lombardo is Professor of Classics, University of Kansas.
Users Review

From reader reviews:



Shawn Holmes:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which oneis
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Tao Te Ching (Hackett Classics) as the daily resource information.

William Marquis:

Tao Te Ching (Hackett Classics) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his’her effort to put
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Tao Te Ching (Hackett Classics) but doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Andrew Hall:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Tao Te Ching (Hackett Classics) can give you alot of
buddies because by you taking alook at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more
like aninteresting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Tao Te Ching (Hackett Classics).

James Batts:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this Tao Te Ching (Hackett Classics) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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