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A major contribution to the nascent anthropology of urban environments,
Reigning the River illuminates the complexities of river restoration in
Kathmandu, Nepal’s capital and one of the fastest-growing cities in South Asia.
In this rich ethnography, Anne M. Rademacher explores the ways that urban
riverscape improvement involved multiple actors, each constructing ideals of
restoration through contested histories and ideologies of belonging. She examines
competing understandings of river restoration, particularly among bureaucrats in
state and conservation-development agencies, cultural heritage activists, and
advocates for the security of tens of thousands of rural-to-urban migrants settled
along the exposed riverbed.

Rademacher conducted research during a volatile period in Nepal’s political
history. As clashes between Maoist revolutionaries and the government
intensified, the riverscape became a site of competing claims to a capital city that
increasingly functioned as a last refuge from war-related violence. In this time of
intense flux, efforts to ensure, create, or imagine ecological stability intersected
with aspirations for political stability. Throughout her analysis, Rademacher
emphasizes ecology as an important site of dislocation, entitlement, and cultural
meaning.
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A major contribution to the nascent anthropology of urban environments, Reigning the River illuminates the
complexities of river restoration in Kathmandu, Nepal’s capital and one of the fastest-growing cities in South
Asia. In this rich ethnography, Anne M. Rademacher explores the ways that urban riverscape improvement
involved multiple actors, each constructing ideals of restoration through contested histories and ideologies of
belonging. She examines competing understandings of river restoration, particularly among bureaucrats in
state and conservation-development agencies, cultural heritage activists, and advocates for the security of
tens of thousands of rural-to-urban migrants settled along the exposed riverbed.

Rademacher conducted research during a volatile period in Nepal’s political history. As clashes between
Maoist revolutionaries and the government intensified, the riverscape became a site of competing claims to a
capital city that increasingly functioned as a last refuge from war-related violence. In this time of intense
flux, efforts to ensure, create, or imagine ecological stability intersected with aspirations for political
stability. Throughout her analysis, Rademacher emphasizes ecology as an important site of dislocation,
entitlement, and cultural meaning.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Anthropologists have just begun to turn their attention to cities in the south and Reigning the River is one of
the first detailed ethnographies to effectively grapple with the cultural politics of urban natures. It is an
admirable project and will not only be of immense relevance to a wide range of readers interested in
questions of urban improvement, development, and livelihood struggles, but it also deserves to be read
widely by undergraduate and graduate students of urban studies, environmental studies, anthropology,
cultural studies, and South Asian studies. It is a pioneering contribution that is bound to have a lasting
impact.” - Shubhra Gururani, American Ethnologist

“[A] valuable resource for those with a general interest in urban problems or
in Nepal for disciplinary specialists.” - John Whelpton, Asian Anthropology

“It certainly does represent a considerable advance in the literature of environmentally conscious humanities
research, with powerful general conclusions that can guide both practitioners and academics.” - Paul Brown,
Asian Studies Review

“Cutting-edge social science has not kept pace with the shift of most of the human population to urban areas.
Anne M. Rademacher helps to remedy this deficiency by asking, as one of her informants did of her, ‘What
is urban ecology?’ In answer, she shows how urban nature and culture are mutually produced, reinforced,
and changed, deftly weaving into her analysis recent political and environmental transformations in Nepal.
The result is a pioneering study of the moral and affective dimensions of a twenty-first-century urban
environment. It is a model for a new generation of urban studies.”—Michael R. Dove, Yale University

“This lucidly written and rigorously argued book is likely to become a major contribution to the
anthropology of the Himalayan environment, and to the small but growing literature on urban modernity in
Nepal. In the eyes of environmental activists, the sorry state of the Bagmati River is a metaphor for the state
of Nepal itself. By elucidating the activists’ critique and their vision for a more ordered and coherent future,
Anne M. Rademacher makes a deeply original contribution to political anthropology. This book deserves to
be widely read both by students of Himalayan society, culture, and politics and by those who work in the
areas of Nepal’s environment, development, and governance. The clarity of the writing makes it especially
suitable as an undergraduate text in a range of courses on environment and development, political
anthropology, urban anthropology, and South Asian studies.”—Arjun Guneratne, Macalester College

“[A] valuable resource for those with a general interest in urban problems or in Nepal for disciplinary
specialists.”
(John Whelpton, Asian Anthropology)

“Anthropologists have just begun to turn their attention to cities in the south and Reigning the River is one of



the first detailed ethnographies to effectively grapple with the cultural politics of urban natures. It is an
admirable project and will not only be of immense relevance to a wide range of readers interested in
questions of urban improvement, development, and livelihood struggles, but it also deserves to be read
widely by undergraduate and graduate students of urban studies, environmental studies, anthropology,
cultural studies, and South Asian studies. It is a pioneering contribution that is bound to have a lasting
impact.”
(Shubhra Gururani American Ethnologist)

About the Author

Anne M. Rademacher is Assistant Professor of Environmental and Metropolitan Studies in the Department
of Social and Cultural Analysis at New York University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Peak:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Reigning the
River: Urban Ecologies and Political Transformation in Kathmandu (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First
Century)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Paula Salas:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Reigning the River: Urban Ecologies and Political Transformation in
Kathmandu (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century) as the daily resource information.

Lorraine Stark:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Reigning the River: Urban Ecologies and Political
Transformation in Kathmandu (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century) it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you



did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Harrison Johnson:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book
Reigning the River: Urban Ecologies and Political Transformation in Kathmandu (New Ecologies for the
Twenty-First Century) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative
person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly
be doubt to change your life by this book Reigning the River: Urban Ecologies and Political Transformation
in Kathmandu (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century). You can more appealing than now.
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