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Erin Mackie explores the shared histories of the modern polite English gentleman
and other less respectable but no less celebrated eighteenth-century masculine
types: the rake, the highwayman, and the pirate. Mackie traces the emergence of
these character types to the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, when
traditional aristocratic authority was increasingly challenged. She argues that the
development of the modern polite gentleman as a male archetype can only be
fully comprehended when considered alongside figures of fallen nobility, which,
although criminal, were also glamorous enough to reinforce the same ideological
order. In Evelina's Lord Orville, Clarissa's Lovelace, Rookwood's Dick Turpin,
and Caleb Williams's Falkland, Mackie reads the story of the ideal gentleman
alongside that of the outlaw, revealing the parallel lives of these seemingly
contradictory characters. Synthesizing the histories of masculinity, manners, and
radicalism, Rakes, Highwaymen, and Pirates offers a fresh perspective on the
eighteenth-century aristocratic male.
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Editorial Review

Review

The book impresses with its attentive close readings of important texts and makes a valuable contribution to
gender studies of eighteenth-century Britain.

(Times Literary Supplement)

An engaging study of elite modes of early modern criminality... A richly rewarding volume that gains more
than a little residual glamour from its popular subjects. The strength of the text, though, is in Mackie's
incisive questioning of that glamour. This is not, finally, a book about pirates (or highwaymen, or rakes) so
much as it is a study of our fascination with them.

(Ingrid Ranum Journal of Early Modern Cultural Studies)

Mackie is to be congratulated on the range, scholarship, and critical perception in her study of some
disquieting resemblances between deviant masculine types and perfect gentleman.

(Carolyn D. Williams Eighteenth-Century Fiction)

Opens up new avenues for thinking about masculinity, gender, and authority in the long eighteenth century.

(Hal Gladfelder 1650–1850)

Mackie's impressive work offers a fascinating study of criminal and moral masculinity.

(Sarah Elizabeth Fanning Scriblerian)

In this well-researched study, Mackie makes a strong case for the inclusion of alternative, criminal
masculinities in understanding the development of the modern English gentleman and patriarchy in the
eighteenth century. Situated at the nexus of gender theory and literary studies, her book adds to the study of
modern and late modern cultural norms of gender and sexuality through discourse analysis of literary and
nonliterary texts.

(Srividhya Swaminathan Journal of British Studies)

The central concern of this book is the transformation of the 'British gentleman' from the so-called Glorious
Revolution through reformulations of patriarchy as exhibited in taste, sensibility, and virtue in the 18th
century and beyond.

(Choice)



The topic is lively, the writing clear, and the argument persuasive. Bringing together histories of criminality,
of gender, and of manners cuts across the period in a new way that promises to produce lively debate.

(James Thompson, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)

Mackie's book is extremely well-written and engaging, and stands as a wonderful look into categories of
male types. Studies of female types have proliferated in recent years, and it is refreshing to see attention paid
to the divisions among men in the eighteenth century.

(Kathryn Strong Hansen The Eighteenth-Century Current Bibliography)

From the Back Cover

Erin Mackie explores the shared histories of the modern polite English gentleman and other less respectable
but no less celebrated eighteenth-century masculine types: the rake, the highwayman, and the pirate.

Mackie traces the emergence of these character types to the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, when
traditional aristocratic authority was increasingly challenged. She argues that the development of the modern
polite gentleman as a male archetype can be fully comprehended only when considered alongside figures of
fallen nobility, which, although criminal, were also glamorous enough to reinforce the same ideological
order.

In Evelina’s Lord Orville, Clarissa’s Lovelace, Rookwood’s Dick Turpin, and Caleb Williams's Falkland,
Mackie reads the story of the ideal gentleman alongside that of the outlaw, revealing the parallel lives of
these seemingly contradictory characters. Synthesizing the histories of masculinity, manners, and radicalism,
Rakes, Highwaymen, and Pirates offers a fresh perspective on the eighteenth-century aristocratic male.

"A richly rewarding volume that gains more than a little residual glamour from its popular subjects. The
strength of the text, though, is in Mackie's incisive questioning of that glamour. This is not, finally, a book
about pirates (or highwaymen, or rakes) so much as it is a study of our fascination with them."? Journal of
Early Modern Cultural Studies

"The book impresses with its attentive close readings of important texts and makes a valuable contribution to
gender studies of eighteenth-century Britain."? Times Literary Supplement

"Mackie is to be congratulated on the range, scholarship, and critical perception in her study of some
disquieting resemblances between deviant masculine types and perfect gentleman."? Eighteenth-Century
Fiction

"In this well-researched study, Mackie makes a strong case for the inclusion of alternative, criminal
masculinities in understanding the development of the modern English gentleman and patriarchy in the
eighteenth century."? Journal of British Studies

About the Author

Erin Mackie is a professor of English at Syracuse University. She is author of Market à la Mode: Fashion,
Commodity, and Gender in "The Tatler" and "The Spectator," also published by Johns Hopkins, and editor
of The Commerce of Everyday Life: Selections from "The Tatler" and "The Spectator."



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

The book Rakes, Highwaymen, and Pirates: The Making of the Modern Gentleman in the Eighteenth
Century make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If
you can make reading a book Rakes, Highwaymen, and Pirates: The Making of the Modern Gentleman in the
Eighteenth Century for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a
publication Rakes, Highwaymen, and Pirates: The Making of the Modern Gentleman in the Eighteenth
Century. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Margaret Gray:

This Rakes, Highwaymen, and Pirates: The Making of the Modern Gentleman in the Eighteenth Century
book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Rakes, Highwaymen, and Pirates: The
Making of the Modern Gentleman in the Eighteenth Century without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Rakes, Highwaymen, and
Pirates: The Making of the Modern Gentleman in the Eighteenth Century can bring when you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Rakes, Highwaymen, and Pirates: The Making of the Modern Gentleman in the Eighteenth
Century having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Ernie Fleishman:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Rakes, Highwaymen, and Pirates: The Making of the Modern
Gentleman in the Eighteenth Century why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Patrick Bergeron:

This Rakes, Highwaymen, and Pirates: The Making of the Modern Gentleman in the Eighteenth Century is
great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great



organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Rakes, Highwaymen, and Pirates: The Making of the Modern
Gentleman in the Eighteenth Century in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right
but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that?
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