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Academics and activists alike have long dismissed mysticism as an
«otherworldly» and escapist form of religion. Alton B. Pollard 11, in aground
breaking study of the noted African-American mystic, Howard Thurman,
presents an analysis of religious experience that challenges prevailing
interpretations of mysticism and social change. Drawing on perspectives from
sociology, phenomenology, and history, the author examines the meaning of
mystical religion for the «underside» of contemporary American society. What
he uncoversis significant: an activist form of mysticism, compelled by the
dictates of spiritual experience, that defies social conventions and engenders
socia change.
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Academics and activists alike have long dismissed mysticism as an «otherworldly» and escapist form of
religion. Alton B. Pollard I11, in a ground breaking study of the noted African-American mystic, Howard
Thurman, presents an analysis of religious experience that challenges prevailing interpretations of mysticism
and social change. Drawing on perspectives from sociology, phenomenology, and history, the author
examines the meaning of mystical religion for the «underside» of contemporary American society. What he
uncoversis significant: an activist form of mysticism, compelled by the dictates of spiritual experience, that
defies social conventions and engenders social change.
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Editorial Review

Review

«Mysticism and Social Change' articulates Thurman's legacy in terms that promise to give needed direction
to scholars, pastors, activists and believers who seek positive engagement in the African-American quest for
dignity and well-being.» (Cheryl J. Sanders, Howard University)

«In aprobing analysis and documentation of the sources of mysticism and of its sociological misperceptions,
Alton Pollard seeks to rescue Thurman and contemporary mysticsin general from the unmerited
presumption of social innocuousness.» (C. Eric Lincoln, Duke University)

«'Mysticism and Social Change' is not only a creative interpretation of Howard Thurman's significance, it
also offers an innovative methodology for examining biography, race relations, and the social witness of the
church.» (Luther E. Smith, Jr., Emory University)

About the Author

The Author: Alton B. Pollard 111 is an assistant professor of Religion at Wake Forest University. Heisa
graduate of Fisk University and Harvard Divinity School, and received his Ph.D. from Duke University. Dr.
Pollard has published widely in the areas of religion and culture and is an associate editor of Black Sacred
Music: A Journal of Theomusicology.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles Smith:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare timeto take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Mysticism and
Socia Change: The Socia Witness of Howard Thurman (Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Studiesin
Religion, Culture, and Social Development)? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou know beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Paulette Rodriguez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for awhile is reading.
That'swhy, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Mysticism and Social Change: The
Socia Witness of Howard Thurman (Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Studiesin Religion, Culture, and
Socia Development) book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.



Kirby Paradiso:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Mysticism and Social Change: The
Social Witness of Howard Thurman (Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Studiesin Religion, Culture, and
Social Development) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Mysticism and
Socia Change: The Social Witness of Howard Thurman (Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Studiesin
Religion, Culture, and Social Development) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the
content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth senseto pick this particular! ? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

L upita Kirch:

Beside this specific Mysticism and Social Change: The Social Witness of Howard Thurman (Martin Luther
King Jr. Memorial Studiesin Religion, Culture, and Social Development) in your phone, it can give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got hereis
fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people livein narrow town. Itis
good thing to have Mysticism and Social Change: The Social Witness of Howard Thurman (Martin Luther
King Jr. Memorial Studiesin Religion, Culture, and Social Development) because this book offersto you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to missit? Find this book in addition to read it from
at this point!
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