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This book tracks the history of the theory of relativity through Einstein’s life,
with in-depth studies of its background as built upon by ideas from earlier
scientists. The focus points of Einstein’s theory of relativity include its
development throughout his life; the origins of his ideas and his indebtedness to
the earlier works of Galileo, Newton, Faraday, Mach and others; the application
of the theory to the birth of modern cosmology; and his quest for a unified field
theory. Treading a fine line between the popular and technical (but not shying
away from the occasional equation), this book explains the entire range of
relativity and weaves an up-to-date biography of Einstein throughout.  The result
is an explanation of the world of relativity, based on an extensive journey into
earlier physics and a simultaneous voyage into the mind of Einstein, written for
the curious and intelligent reader.
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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews:

Selected by Choice magazine as an "Outstanding Academic Title" for 2013

“Topper … has written an engaging, lucid account of Einstein’s development of the special and general
theories of relativity. … Topper provides an easy, readable narrative … clear footnotes that add depth and
detail without interrupting the story line. … Topper’s slender volume is impressive in successfully conveying
to a general audience beyond the high-school level both the science and the detective work needed to
reconstruct the history of the science. Summing Up: Highly recommended. All academic, general, and
professional audiences.” (J. R. Burciaga, Choice, Vol. 50 (9), May, 2013)

“David Topper’s ‘How Einstein Created Relativity out of Physics and Astronomy’ presents both of the
theories in an easily understandable and accessible way not requiring previous knowledge or familiarity with
higher mathematics or tensor calculus. … I would definitely recommend reading it to those interested in any
of the general themes of the book: relativity, history of physics and astronomy and Albert Einstein. This
book is certainly worth reading, not just once, but many times.” (Kadri Tinn, AstroMadness.com, March,
2014)

From the Back Cover

This book tracks the history of the theory of relativity through Einstein’s life, with in-depth studies of its
background as built upon by ideas from earlier scientists. The focus points of Einstein’s theory of relativity
include its development throughout his life; the origins of his ideas and his indebtedness to the earlier works
of Galileo, Newton, Faraday, Mach and others; the application of the theory to the birth of modern
cosmology; and his quest for a unified field theory.

 Treading a fine line between the technical and popular (but not shying away from the occasional equation),
this book explains the entire range of relativity and weaves an up-to-date biography of Einstein throughout.
The result is an explanation of the world of relativity, based on an extensive journey into earlier physics and
a simultaneous voyage into the mind of Einstein, written for the curious and intelligent reader.

About the Author
David R. Topper, Professor of History at the University of Winnipeg (retiring in June 2012), has taught
courses in the history of science and the history of art since 1970. He was the recipient of two teaching
awards: the Robson Memorial Award for Excellence in Teaching at the University of Winnipeg (1981) and
the National 3M Teaching Fellowship (1987).  Since 1982 he has been an international co-editor and since
2005, an honorary editor of the journal Leonardo. His recent publications are on matters related to the work
of Galileo, Newton and Einstein. In 2007 he published Quirky Sides of Scientists: True Tales of Ingenuity
and Error from Physics and Astronomy (Springer).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julia Hale:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled How Einstein Created Relativity out of Physics and Astronomy
(Astrophysics and Space Science Library). Try to face the book How Einstein Created Relativity out of
Physics and Astronomy (Astrophysics and Space Science Library) as your pal. It means that it can to get
your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Samuel Gorman:

The reserve untitled How Einstein Created Relativity out of Physics and Astronomy (Astrophysics and Space
Science Library) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of How Einstein Created
Relativity out of Physics and Astronomy (Astrophysics and Space Science Library) from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Victoria Manson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication How Einstein Created Relativity out of Physics and Astronomy
(Astrophysics and Space Science Library) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Jane Pelley:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and How Einstein Created Relativity out of
Physics and Astronomy (Astrophysics and Space Science Library) or others sources were given knowledge
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes How Einstein Created Relativity
out of Physics and Astronomy (Astrophysics and Space Science Library) to make your spare time far more



colorful. Many types of book like here.
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