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Short description: "Cosima" tells the story of an aspiring writer growing up in
Nuoro, Sardinia during the last decades of the nineteenth century when formal
education for women was rare and literary careers unheard-of. Based on
Deledda’s own life, the work describes a young woman’s struggle against the
dismay and disapproval of her family and friends at her creative ambitions. Yet it
also reads like a charming fable with details of family life, rural traditions and
wild bandits, and it is as much a novel of memory as of character or action.
Deledda’s characters are poor country folk driven by some predetermined force.
Their loves are tragic, their lives as hard and as rigidly controlled as nature itself
in the hills of Sardinia. Deledda creates memorable figures who play out their
lives against this backdrop of mountains and bare plains, sheepfolds and
vineyards. Shimmering in the distance is the sea and escape — for a few — to
the Continent or America. In 1926 Grazia Deledda became the second woman
and the second Italian to receive the Nobel Prize for Literature. She wrote thirty-
three novels, including "Reeds in the Wind," and many books of short stories,
almost all set on Sardinia. Her work has become well known to English-speaking
readers through Martha King’s translations for Italica Press.
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Short description: "Cosima" tells the story of an aspiring writer growing up in Nuoro, Sardinia during the last
decades of the nineteenth century when formal education for women was rare and literary careers unheard-
of. Based on Deledda’s own life, the work describes a young woman’s struggle against the dismay and
disapproval of her family and friends at her creative ambitions. Yet it also reads like a charming fable with
details of family life, rural traditions and wild bandits, and it is as much a novel of memory as of character or
action. Deledda’s characters are poor country folk driven by some predetermined force. Their loves are
tragic, their lives as hard and as rigidly controlled as nature itself in the hills of Sardinia. Deledda creates
memorable figures who play out their lives against this backdrop of mountains and bare plains, sheepfolds
and vineyards. Shimmering in the distance is the sea and escape — for a few — to the Continent or America.
In 1926 Grazia Deledda became the second woman and the second Italian to receive the Nobel Prize for
Literature. She wrote thirty-three novels, including "Reeds in the Wind," and many books of short stories,
almost all set on Sardinia. Her work has become well known to English-speaking readers through Martha
King’s translations for Italica Press.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A unique and supremely satisfying portrait of the artist as a young girl." -- Belles Lettres, Spring 1990

"King's translation is crisp and clear. Grazia Deledda is one of the most important women writers of the
twentieth century. [This] translation will go far in helping redress the neglect of an important feminine voice
in twentieth-century narrative." -- Italica, AATI, 66.1, Spring 1989

"This autobiographical novel sets forth a young girl's struggle to break family and village traditions, become
educated, and be a writer." -- Ms., May/June 1992

Cosima is the fictionalized autobiography of Grazia Deledda, the first Italian woman to win a Nobel Prize
for Literature (1926). Focusing on her early life in rural Sardinia, the novel mixes realism with the
perceptions of young Cosima to show a world both terrible and wonderful. Cosima is part of a large family
full of tragedy: her scholarly eldest brother becomes an alcoholic, her father dies, another brother manages
the family interests but keeps most of the income for himself. Cosima carries on, finding beauty and learning
about life. Her first story is published in a fashion magazine; encouraged, she steals a liter of oil from the
cellar to pay the postage to submit her first novel manuscript, which is accepted. Her payment is a hundred
copies, "and the big package plummeted into the house like a meteorite. Her mother was frightened by it,
walking around it evenings with the fearful distrust of a dog that sees a strange animal." As Cosima oversees
the family oil-pressing mill, she hears the stories of the peasants: "genuine people, hard-working and gentle
who, even if they could get their claws on the little bit belonging to their neighbors ... would do it sparingly
and then go to confession." She stops writing romances and concentrates on Sardinia - a place where myth
melds with grinding reality, where a woman can fall in love with a sheep and bandits come to your door, and
where everyone gossips about that strange little Cosima, who writes. -- For great reviews of books for girls,
check out Let's Hear It for the Girls: 375 Great Books for Readers 2-14. -- From 500 Great Books by
Women; review by Erica Bauermeister

Language Notes
Text: English, Italian (translation)

From the Publisher
Cosima reads like a charming fable with details of family life, folk tales and wild bandits; and it is full of
vivid images of this Mediterranean landscape and its people.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Vogt:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Cosima book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Cosima content conveys the
thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information



but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Cosima is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Kelly Cruz:

The reserve untitled Cosima is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information
that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Cosima from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Mary Kasten:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Cosima which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Maria McGhee:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Cosima or even others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to
include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Cosima to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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