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An unforgettable report on one man's hajj--the sacred rite that brings millions of
Muslims to Mecca every year
In 1999, the Moroccan scholar Abdellah Hammoudi, trained in Paris and
teaching in America, decided to go on the pilgrimage to Mecca. He wanted to
observe the hajj as an anthropologist but also to experience it as an ordinary
pilgrim, and to write about it for both Muslims and non-Muslims. Here is his
intimate, intense, and detailed account of the Hajj--a rare and important
document by a subtle, learned, and sympathetic writer.
Hammoudi describes not just the adventure, the human pressures, and the social
tumult--everything from the early preparations to the last climactic scenes in the
holy shrines of Medina and Mecca--but also the intricate politics and amazing
complexity of the entire pilgrimage experience. He pays special heed to the
effects of Saudi bureaucratic control over the Hajj, to the ways that faith itself
becomes a lucrative source of commerce for the Arabian kingdom, and to the
Wahhabi inflections of the basic Muslim message.
Here, too, is a poignant discussion of the inner voyage that pilgrimage can mean
to those who embark on it: the transformed sense of daily life, of worship, and of
political engagement. Hammoudi acknowledges that he was spurred to reconsider
his own ideas about faith, gesture, community, and nationality in unanticipated
ways. This is a remarkable work of literature about both the outer forms and the
inner meanings of Islam today.

 Download A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage ...pdf

 Read Online A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0809076098
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0809076098
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0809076098
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0809076098
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0809076098
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0809076098
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0809076098
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0809076098
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0809076098
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0809076098
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0809076098


A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage

By Abdellah Hammoudi

A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage By Abdellah Hammoudi

An unforgettable report on one man's hajj--the sacred rite that brings millions of Muslims to Mecca every
year
In 1999, the Moroccan scholar Abdellah Hammoudi, trained in Paris and teaching in America, decided to go
on the pilgrimage to Mecca. He wanted to observe the hajj as an anthropologist but also to experience it as an
ordinary pilgrim, and to write about it for both Muslims and non-Muslims. Here is his intimate, intense, and
detailed account of the Hajj--a rare and important document by a subtle, learned, and sympathetic writer.
Hammoudi describes not just the adventure, the human pressures, and the social tumult--everything from the
early preparations to the last climactic scenes in the holy shrines of Medina and Mecca--but also the intricate
politics and amazing complexity of the entire pilgrimage experience. He pays special heed to the effects of
Saudi bureaucratic control over the Hajj, to the ways that faith itself becomes a lucrative source of commerce
for the Arabian kingdom, and to the Wahhabi inflections of the basic Muslim message.
Here, too, is a poignant discussion of the inner voyage that pilgrimage can mean to those who embark on it:
the transformed sense of daily life, of worship, and of political engagement. Hammoudi acknowledges that
he was spurred to reconsider his own ideas about faith, gesture, community, and nationality in unanticipated
ways. This is a remarkable work of literature about both the outer forms and the inner meanings of Islam
today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Hammoudi, a Paris-educated professor of anthropology at Princeton University, brings his worldly
experiences to the most personal of journeys: the Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca (called the hajj in Arabic).
Originally written in French, this English edition is being published to coincide with the 2006 hajj.
Hammoudi is eager to explore the academic angles of the hajj, all the while doubting the strength of his own
faith. He is constantly tested. First, he must bribe a mid-level government official in his native Morocco
several times simply to be added to the country's quota list of pilgrims. Upon arrival in Medina, the city of
the Prophet Muhammad, Hammoudi is stunned by the omnipresent markets hawking everything from rugs to
suitcases. Still struggling for a religious experience, Hammoudi is angered by the Wahhabi stewards of
Mecca and Medina, who police Islam's holiest sites with irrational Wahhabi zeal. Beset with the flu,
Hammoudi still circumambulates the Kaaba in Mecca, appreciating the rare absence of gender segregation.
Ghazaleh's translation is reminiscent of both French eloquence and Moroccan storytelling. At times,
Hammoudi's intellectualism becomes too abstract to follow, but even such abstraction further adds to the
mystical, almost surreal, journey. (Jan. 7)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Hammoudi is a Princeton anthropologist whose previous work examined deeply rooted structures of
authoritarian rule in Moroccan daily life through a highly accessible, if undeniably Foucauldian, lens. Here,
he retains his focus on the profound minutiae of power structures as he examines the hajj, the highly
ritualized journey to Mecca required of all Muslims. At least initially, Hammoudi approaches the Fifth Pillar
as an academic outsider, fascinated by the rituals of pilgrims and the bureaucracies built around piety but
privately conscious of his inability to dedicate himself to only one truth. Yet, without abandoning his
academic wisdom--the source of much insightful analysis, particularly about the obstructive and instructive
role played by national identity in a ritual celebrating religious unity--Hammoudi cannot stop the
circumambulations at Mecca from awakening in him an understanding that does not easily translate into
anthropological categories. It's not exactly a conversion story, but it is a tale of transformation. Hammoudi's
deeply personal plunge into the subtleties of the sacred and the profane will interest many readers and
perhaps inspire some as well. Brendan Driscoll
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"[A] moving and sometimes painful book . . . Mr. Hammoudi infuses this social and personal drama with
meditations on ritual, travel, family, state power and the ceaseless desire for global communion, aspects of
religious life that have guided the footsteps of pilgrims of all faiths since ancient Egypt. His is a book of
surpassing intelligence, humor, sadness and grace." --Richard B. Woodward, New York Times
 
"[Hammoudi's] observations offer readers an intimate, insider's account of the minutiae of a hajj, particularly
intriguing for those of us who will never be able to come any closer. Equally engaging are the moments
when the anthropologist disappears and Hammoudi surrenders to feeling he can't explain." --Marjorie Kehe,
The Christian Science Monitor
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Maselli:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage
to read.

Alan Robert:

This A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage are generally reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage can be on
the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a
person with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Nicholas McNeal:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage
can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Jessie Orlando:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage to
make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about
book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it.
Beside that the guide A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage can to be your new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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