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From one of America’s iconic writers, a stunning book of electric honesty and
passion. Joan Didion explores an intensely personal yet universal experience: a
portrait of a marriage--and a life, in good times and bad--that will speak to
anyone who has ever loved a husband or wife or child.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
After her husband's fatal heart attack, which came at a time when their daughter Quintana was in intensive
care for complications after pneumonia, Didion was labeled "a pretty cool customer" by a social worker
because she seemed to be handling these shocks so calmly. Caruso's reading certainly reflects this aspect of
Didion's reaction—sometimes her clear, elegant voice seems downright cold, making the listener wish for a
little more emotion. The slightly eerie sounds of bells and cello that swell in at occasional breaks in the
narration help in this respect, but mostly the audiobook is as straightforward a production as Didion wanted
her life to be in that horrible year. Throughout those months, Didion immersed herself in the literature of
grief and quotes frequently from poets and writers who helped her come to terms with her pain. Caruso does
a good job with these passages, lingering on and highlighting certain phrases that Didion returns to time and
again, shifting their meaning slightly as she progresses. Despite trying to write in an almost clinically
detached way, Didion's sorrow and anger do break through at times in the book. Unfortunately, Caruso's cool
reserve never cracks, so this audio ends up making less of an impact than the National Book Award–
winning print edition.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Yorker
Didion's husband, the writer John Gregory Dunne, died of a heart attack, just after they had returned from the
hospital where their only child, Quintana, was lying in a coma. This book is a memoir of Dunne's death,
Quintana's illness, and Didion's efforts to make sense of a time when nothing made sense. "She's a pretty
cool customer," one hospital worker says of her, and, certainly, coolness was always part of the addictive
appeal of Didion's writing. The other part was the dark side of cool, the hyper-nervous awareness of the
tendency of things to go bad. In 2004, Didion had her own disasters to deal with, and she did not, she feels,
deal with them coolly, or even sanely. This book is about getting a grip and getting on; it's also a tribute to an
extraordinary marriage.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

From Bookmarks Magazine
The Year of Magical Thinking is a searing portrayal of personal grief, a vividly documented case study in
mourning rather than the kind of modern exercise in self-therapy that, however well-intentioned, is laced
with narcissism. As a writer Didion has often demonstrated a keen eye for the loose threads that, when
tugged, unravel human lives and institutions. Critics were deeply moved as Didion turns her lens inward to
examine her own emotional disintegration, free of clichés and tidy, little life lessons. It is the book’s raw
honesty and Didion’s meticulous reporting and research that allow her memoir to transcend the merely
personal and become a universal road map of loss.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Crow:

This The Year of Magical Thinking book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this publication
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incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This specific The Year of Magical Thinking without we recognize teach the one who reading it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Year of Magical Thinking can bring any time
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Year of Magical Thinking having great arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Pauline Mueller:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Year of Magical Thinking
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Nancy Jackson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and The Year of Magical Thinking or perhaps others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them
to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Year of Magical
Thinking to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Eden Cohn:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Year of Magical Thinking when you necessary it?
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