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The Third Policeman is Flann O'Brien's brilliantly dark comic novel about the
nature of time, death, and existence. Told by a narrator who has committed a
botched robbery and brutal murder, the novel follows him and his adventures in a
two-dimensional police station where, through the theories of the
scientist/philosopher de Selby, he is introduced to "Atomic Theory" and its
relation to bicycles, the existence of eternity (which turns out to be just down the
road), and de Selby's view that the earth is not round but "sausage-shaped." With
the help of his newly found soul named "Joe, " he grapples with the riddles and
contradictions that three eccentric policeman present to him.

The last of O’Brien’s novels to be published, The Third Policeman joins
O’Brien’s other fiction (At Swim-Two-Birds, The Poor Mouth, The Hard Life,
The Best of Myles, and The Dalkey Archive) to ensure his place, along with James
Joyce and Samuel Beckett, as one of Ireland’s great comic geniuses.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
A comic trip through hell in Ireland, as told by a murderer, The Third Policeman is another inspired bit of
confusing and comic lunacy from the warped imagination and lovably demented pen of Flann O'Brien,
author of At Swim-Two-Birds. There's even a small chance you'll figure out what's going on if you read the
publisher's note that appears on the last page.

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. If ever a book was brought to life by a reading, it is this presentation of O'Brien's
posthumously published classic. Norton individually crafts voices and personalities for each character in
such a way that a listener might imagine an entire cast of voice talent working overtime. This is a
comic/surreal tale of a one-legged gentleman farmer who participates in a poorly planned botched robbery-
turned-murder, only to find himself having a long conversation with the dead man shortly after the deed. In
addition he hears from his own soul, who he names Joe. Joe's voice is that of a wry observer with a voice of
calm, removed authority, whereas dead man Mathers' voice is completely nasal, at once sickly and droll.
Mathers sends the farmer to a two-dimensional barracks of three metaphysical policemen. Here he finds
himself in a world where people can become bicycles and eternity is within walking distance. Norton's
rendition of the main policeman, Sergeant Pluck, tips the reading into a full-out performance. The enormous
blustery fellow with red cheeks and brushy mustache and eyebrows is portrayed like a jolly yet dangerous
Disney walrus. Norton's Irish brogue, accentuated to different degrees with the various characters, ties the
ribbon on a perfect presentation of this absurd and chilling masterpiece. (Apr.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"As with Scott Fitzgerald, there is a brilliant ease in his prose, a poignant grace glimmering off every page."
--John Updike

"A most sardonic novel about life after death with the dead man telling the comic and terrifying story . . . a
strange, original comic genius." --New York Times

"Nothing less than dazzling . . . maddening and dizzying . . . heady and exhilarating . . . it is literally funny as
hell." --Time

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Third Policeman, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your



knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Paul Blum:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Third Policeman can be great
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Mary Jones:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Third Policeman why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Shirley Cochran:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Third Policeman we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book The Third Policeman. You can more
inviting than now.
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