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“Sherlock Holmes crossed with Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” —Chicago
Tribune

Newly arrived in New Fiddleham, New England, 1892, and in need of a job,
Abigail Rook meets R. F. Jackaby, an investigator of the unexplained with a keen
eye for the extraordinary--including the ability to see supernatural beings.
Abigail has a gift for noticing ordinary but important details, which makes her
perfect for the position of Jackaby’s assistant. On her first day, Abigail finds
herself in the midst of a thrilling case: A serial killer is on the loose. The police
are convinced it’s an ordinary villain, but Jackaby is certain the foul deeds are the
work of the kind of creature whose very existence the local authorities--with the
exception of a handsome young detective named Charlie Cane--seem adamant to
deny.

“The rich world of this debut demands sequels.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred
review

“We honestly couldn’t put it down.” —Nerdist.com

“Toss together an alternate 19th-century New England city, a strong
tradition of Sherlockian pastiche, and one seriously ugly hat, and this
lighthearted and assured debut emerges, all action and quirk.” —Publishers
Weekly

• A Top Ten Fall ’14 Kids’ Indie Next Pick
• A 2014 Kirkus Reviews Best Book for Young Adults
• A 2015 YALSA Top Ten Best Fiction for Young Adults Title
• A 2015 Pacific Northwest Book Award Winner
• A 2015–2016 Georgia Peach Award Nominee
• A Junior Library Guild Selection
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“Sherlock Holmes crossed with Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” —Chicago Tribune

Newly arrived in New Fiddleham, New England, 1892, and in need of a job, Abigail Rook meets R. F.
Jackaby, an investigator of the unexplained with a keen eye for the extraordinary--including the ability to see
supernatural beings. Abigail has a gift for noticing ordinary but important details, which makes her perfect
for the position of Jackaby’s assistant. On her first day, Abigail finds herself in the midst of a thrilling case:
A serial killer is on the loose. The police are convinced it’s an ordinary villain, but Jackaby is certain the foul
deeds are the work of the kind of creature whose very existence the local authorities--with the exception of a
handsome young detective named Charlie Cane--seem adamant to deny.

“The rich world of this debut demands sequels.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review

“We honestly couldn’t put it down.” —Nerdist.com

“Toss together an alternate 19th-century New England city, a strong tradition of Sherlockian pastiche,
and one seriously ugly hat, and this lighthearted and assured debut emerges, all action and quirk.”
—Publishers Weekly

• A Top Ten Fall ’14 Kids’ Indie Next Pick
• A 2014 Kirkus Reviews Best Book for Young Adults
• A 2015 YALSA Top Ten Best Fiction for Young Adults Title
• A 2015 Pacific Northwest Book Award Winner
• A 2015–2016 Georgia Peach Award Nominee
• A Junior Library Guild Selection
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Editorial Review

Review

“Ritter’s debut skillfully blends science with the supernatural and balances whimsy with violence. The
smartly paced plot wraps up neatly, but the rich world of this debut demands sequels.” —Kirkus Reviews,
starred review

“Toss together an alternate 19th-century New England city, a strong tradition of Sherlockian pastiche, and
one seriously ugly hat, and this lighthearted and assured debut emerges, all action and quirk.” —Publishers
Weekly

“Ritter’s debut skillfully blends science with the supernatural and balances whimsy with violence. The
smartly paced plot wraps up neatly, but the rich world of this debut demands sequels.” —Kirkus Reviews,
starred review

“Smooth writing and inventive . . . background touches (like Jackaby’s tenants and pocket contents)
characterize this supernatural riff on the typical Sherlockian murder mystery. For a lighter read-alike, try
Patricia C. Wrede and Caroline Stevermer’s Sorcery and Cecilia (2004); for a darker tone, perhaps Philip
Pullman’s Sally Lockhart mysteries.” —Booklist

“Toss together an alternate 19th-century New England city, a strong tradition of Sherlockian pastiche, and
one seriously ugly hat, and this lighthearted and assured debut emerges, all action and quirk.” —Publishers
Weekly

“Fans of Jonathan Stroud's The Screaming Staircase will appreciate Ritter's initial foray into the realm of
supernatural . . . Avid lovers of fantasy will enjoy this quick read.” —School Library Journal
(Review quotes)

From the Back Cover

Newly arrived in New Fiddleham, New England, 1892, and in need of a job, Abigail Rook meets R. F.
Jackaby, an investigator of the unexplained with a keen eye for the extraordinary--including the ability to see
supernatural beings. Abigail has a gift for noticing ordinary but important details, which makes her perfect
for the position of Jackaby’s assistant. On her first day, Abigail finds herself in the midst of a thrilling case:
A serial killer is on the loose. The police are convinced it’s an ordinary villain, but Jackaby is certain the foul
deeds are the work of the kind of creature whose very existence the local authorities--with the exception of a
handsome young detective named Charlie Cane--seem adamant to deny.

“The rich world of this debut demands sequels.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review

“We honestly couldn’t put it down.” —Nerdist.com

“Toss together an alternate 19th-century New England city, a strong tradition of Sherlockian pastiche,
and one seriously ugly hat, and this lighthearted and assured debut emerges, all action and quirk.”
—Publishers Weekly



About the Author
William Ritter?began writing the Jackaby series in the middle of the night when his son was still an infant.
After getting up to care for him, Will would lie awake, his mind creating rich worlds and fantasies--such as
the one in New Fiddleham. Will lives and teaches in Springfield, Oregon.?

Nicola Barber is an Audie Award-winning narrator whose voice can be heard in television and radio
commercials and popular video games such as World of Warcraft. Nicola is also an Audie nominee in the
Solo Female Narration category for her work on Murphy's Law by Rhys Bowen and Call the Midwife by
Jennifer Worth.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Laverne Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you
will want this Jackaby.

Raymond Lee:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Jackaby? Maybe it
is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Stacy Perry:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Jackaby, you may enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Luis Hahn:

Jackaby can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because
this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into



satisfaction arrangement in writing Jackaby however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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