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One of the cornerstones of Canadian culture, the National Film Board has
throughout its history mirrored the social issues that preoccupy Canadians. Gary
Evans traces the de- velopment of the postwar NFB, picking up the story where
he left it at the end of his earlier work, John Grierson and the National Film
Board: The Politics of Wartime Propaganda.

Evans points out that although Ottawa has not meddled in the operation of the
NFB, outside stimuli have regularly forced the Film Board to reassess its
mandate, a process which often has brought about as much confusion as light.
For example, the unbridled optimism and expansion of the fifties and sixties led
to English Production's desire for 'democratization' of programming, an end to
the power of executive producers, and an expansion of the Film Board's core of
permanent employees, all of which nearly caused the organization to founder. On
the French side, despite the filmmakers' preference for the feature film rather
than the cinema verite documentary, many in Ottawa regarded their 'political'
films as both unfair attacks on the federal system and anachronisms coming from
a federal institution. Throughout, the English-French tug of war so integral to the
Canadian identity is a recurring theme.

Sources include interviews with former ministers, government film
commissioners, policy-makers, and filmmakers, as well as archival documents
and films. From them Evans has produced the first study to document the key
trends in postwar Canadian filmmaking and to examine the role of film in the
evolution of federal cultural policy.
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One of the cornerstones of Canadian culture, the National Film Board has throughout its history mirrored the
social issues that preoccupy Canadians. Gary Evans traces the de- velopment of the postwar NFB, picking up
the story where he left it at the end of his earlier work, John Grierson and the National Film Board: The
Politics of Wartime Propaganda.

Evans points out that although Ottawa has not meddled in the operation of the NFB, outside stimuli have
regularly forced the Film Board to reassess its mandate, a process which often has brought about as much
confusion as light. For example, the unbridled optimism and expansion of the fifties and sixties led to
English Production's desire for 'democratization' of programming, an end to the power of executive
producers, and an expansion of the Film Board's core of permanent employees, all of which nearly caused
the organization to founder. On the French side, despite the filmmakers' preference for the feature film rather
than the cinema verite documentary, many in Ottawa regarded their 'political' films as both unfair attacks on
the federal system and anachronisms coming from a federal institution. Throughout, the English-French tug
of war so integral to the Canadian identity is a recurring theme.

Sources include interviews with former ministers, government film commissioners, policy-makers, and
filmmakers, as well as archival documents and films. From them Evans has produced the first study to
document the key trends in postwar Canadian filmmaking and to examine the role of film in the evolution of
federal cultural policy.
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Editorial Review

Review

'The book is so accurate in its research that even NFB officials are rumoured to be generally satisfied.'

(Canadian Book Review Annual)

'In the National Interest does a good job of tracing the connections from art to geo-politics and beyond; in so
doing, it evokes the resonances of an era. This book will prove to be a valuable first resource for students of
film and the NFB.'

(Books in Canada)

'Until now we have had no historical work as detailed and precise in its treatment of the highs and lows of
this unique cinematographical institution. Gary Evans book fills the gap.'

(Factuel)

About the Author

Gary Evans is a member of the Department of History, Dawson College, and author of John Grierson and
the National Film Board: The Politics of Wartime Propaganda.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Kirk:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This In the National Interest: A Chronicle of the National Film Board of Canada
from 1949 to 1989 book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer of In the National Interest: A Chronicle of the National Film Board of
Canada from 1949 to 1989 content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking In the National Interest: A Chronicle of the National Film Board of Canada from 1949 to 1989 is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

John Thornton:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline In the National



Interest: A Chronicle of the National Film Board of Canada from 1949 to 1989 suitable to you? Often the
book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled In the National Interest: A Chronicle of the
National Film Board of Canada from 1949 to 1989is the one of several books that everyone read now. That
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Maria Peterson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to you is In the National Interest: A Chronicle of the National Film Board of Canada from 1949 to 1989 this
book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suited
all of you.

Ann Ginsberg:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the In the National Interest: A Chronicle of the National Film Board of Canada from 1949 to 1989
when you necessary it?
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