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In hislatest book, Terry Eagleton, one of the most celebrated intellects of our
time, considers the least regarded of the virtues. His compelling meditation on
hope begins with afirm rejection of the role of optimism in life's course. Likeits
closerelative, pessimism, it is more a system of rationalization than areliable
lens on redlity, reflecting the cast of one’ s temperament in place of true
discernment. Eagleton turns then to hope, probing the meaning of this familiar
but elusive word: Isit an emotion? How doesit differ from desire? Does it
fetishize the future? Finally, Eagleton broaches a new concept of tragic hope, in
which this old virtue represents a strength that remains even after devastating loss
has been confronted.

In awide-ranging discussion that encompasses Shakespeare's Lear, Kierkegaard
on despair, Aquinas, Wittgenstein, St. Augustine, Kant, Walter Benjamin’'s
theory of history, and along consideration of the prominent philosopher of hope,
Ernst Bloch, Eagleton displays his masterful and highly creative fluency in
literature, philosophy, theology, and political theory. Hope without Optimismis
full of the customary wit and lucidity of thiswriter whose reputation rests not
only on his pathbreaking ideas but on his ability to engage the reader in the
urgent issues of life.
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In hislatest book, Terry Eagleton, one of the most celebrated intellects of our time, considers the least
regarded of the virtues. His compelling meditation on hope begins with a firm rejection of the role of
optimismin life's course. Likeits close relative, pessimism, it is more a system of rationalization than a
reliable lens on reality, reflecting the cast of one's temperament in place of true discernment. Eagleton turns
then to hope, probing the meaning of this familiar but elusive word: Isit an emotion? How doesit differ from
desire? Does it fetishize the future? Finally, Eagleton broaches a new concept of tragic hope, in which this
old virtue represents a strength that remains even after devastating loss has been confronted.

In awide-ranging discussion that encompasses Shakespeare’s Lear, Kierkegaard on despair, Aquinas,
Wittgenstein, St. Augustine, Kant, Walter Benjamin’s theory of history, and along consideration of the
prominent philosopher of hope, Ernst Bloch, Eagleton displays his masterful and highly creative fluency in
literature, philosophy, theology, and political theory. Hope without Optimismis full of the customary wit and
lucidity of thiswriter whose reputation rests not only on his pathbreaking ideas but on his ability to engage
the reader in the urgent issues of life.
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Editorial Review
Review

In our predicament every direct optimism is by definition afake--the only bearers of true hope are those who
dare to confront the abyss we are approaching. Hope without Optimismis the best formula of the authentic
religion that fits our dark times.

(Slavoj Zizek, author of Living in the End Times)

For years now, Eagleton’ swork has been ‘ must-read’ across the board. There are theol ogical tomes on hope
but nothing that cuts so cleanly and incisively across the disciplines of literary theory, Marxist theory,
politics, and theology as does this work. The final chapter is not only abrilliant piece of theology; itisalso a
very moving essay on what we have to hope for: if not much, still, not nothing. And the difference between
something and nothing is the only difference that finally matters. Eagleton shows why that is so.

(Denys Turner, Yale University, author of Faith, Reason, and the Existence of God)

Optimism is woefully pre-programmed. What we need, the Marxist literary critic Terry Eagleton arguesin
his most recent book, Hope without Optimism, is something deeper and more reason-responsive. Enter
hope.... If hope isto be more than a campaign theme or an idle fantasy, it requires an awareness of the darker
aspects of life than optimists realize. But as Eagleton rightly argues, though "justice may not flourish in the
end, alife devoted to the pursuit of it remains a creditable one."

(Los Angeles Review of Books)

This provocative book portrays hope as a virtue, amoral orientation that can be cultivated actively, a matter
of will. The book also generates hope, validating Eagleton’s conviction that hope is self-fulfilling.

(Christian Century)

[A] witty and insightful tour of hope’ s complicated linguistic terrain that carefully avoids proposing some
once-and-for-all grand Theory of Hope.

(Commonweal)

Thisisascholarly book in many ways, and requires a clear and concentrated mind. However, Eagleton is not
given to academic jargon and, like any good teacher, inserts regular doses of humor and skeptical asides. In
conclusion, he underscores the necessity of hope for radical social and political change.

(Shelf Awareness)

About the Author



Terry Eagleton is Distinguished Professor of Literature at the University of Lancaster. He is the author, most
recently, of Culture and the Death of God.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Sanchez;

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Hope without
Optimism (Page-Barbour Lectures)? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Antonio Haynie:

This Hope without Optimism (Page-Barbour Lectures) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then
the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information
you will get. That Hope without Optimism (Page-Barbour L ectures) without we recognize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Hope without Optimism
(Page-Barbour Lectures) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves become fulll
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Hope without Optimism (Page-
Barbour Lectures) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

George Hinnenkamp:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Hope without Optimism (Page-Barbour L ectures) book is readable by
simply you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer associated with Hope without Optimism (Page-Barbour L ectures) content conveys objective easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So, do you still thinking Hope without Optimism (Page-Barbour Lectures) is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

CarissaWare:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our expertise for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Hope without Optimism (Page-Barbour Lectures) was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has



various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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