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What constitutes Lincoln’s political greatness as a statesman? As a great leader,
he saved the Union, presided over the end of slavery, and helped to pave the way
for an interracial democracy. His great speeches provide enduring wisdom about
human equality, democracy, free labor, and free society. Joseph R. Fornieri
contends that Lincoln’s political genius is best understood in terms of a
philosophical statesmanship that united greatness of thought and action, one that
combined theory and practice. This philosophical statesmanship, Fornieri argues,
can best be understood in terms of six dimensions of political leadership:
wisdom, prudence, duty, magnanimity, rhetoric, and patriotism. Drawing on
insights from history, politics, and philosophy, Fornieri tackles the question of
how Lincoln’s statesmanship displayed each of these crucial elements.

Providing an accessible framework for understanding Lincoln’s statesmanship,
this thoughtful study examines the sixteenth president’s political leadership in
terms of the traditional moral vision of statecraft as understood by epic political
philosophers such as Aristotle and St. Thomas Aquinas. Fornieri contends that
Lincoln’s character is best understood in terms of Aquinas’s understanding of
magnanimity or greatness of soul, the crowning virtue of statesmanship. True
political greatness, as embodied by Lincoln, involves both humility and
sacrificial service for the common good. The enduring wisdom and timeless
teachings of these great thinkers, Fornieri shows, can lead to a deeper
appreciation of statesmanship and of its embodiment in Abraham Lincoln.

With the great philosophers and books of western civilization as his guide,
Fornieri demonstrates the important contribution of normative political
philosophy to an understanding of our sixteenth president. Informed by political
theory that draws on the classics in revealing the timelessness of Lincoln’s
example, his interdisciplinary study offers profound insights for anyone
interested in the nature of leadership, statesmanship, political philosophy,
political ethics, political history, and constitutional law.
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What constitutes Lincoln’s political greatness as a statesman? As a great leader, he saved the Union, presided
over the end of slavery, and helped to pave the way for an interracial democracy. His great speeches provide
enduring wisdom about human equality, democracy, free labor, and free society. Joseph R. Fornieri contends
that Lincoln’s political genius is best understood in terms of a philosophical statesmanship that united
greatness of thought and action, one that combined theory and practice. This philosophical statesmanship,
Fornieri argues, can best be understood in terms of six dimensions of political leadership: wisdom, prudence,
duty, magnanimity, rhetoric, and patriotism. Drawing on insights from history, politics, and philosophy,
Fornieri tackles the question of how Lincoln’s statesmanship displayed each of these crucial elements.

Providing an accessible framework for understanding Lincoln’s statesmanship, this thoughtful study
examines the sixteenth president’s political leadership in terms of the traditional moral vision of statecraft as
understood by epic political philosophers such as Aristotle and St. Thomas Aquinas. Fornieri contends that
Lincoln’s character is best understood in terms of Aquinas’s understanding of magnanimity or greatness of
soul, the crowning virtue of statesmanship. True political greatness, as embodied by Lincoln, involves both
humility and sacrificial service for the common good. The enduring wisdom and timeless teachings of these
great thinkers, Fornieri shows, can lead to a deeper appreciation of statesmanship and of its embodiment in
Abraham Lincoln.

With the great philosophers and books of western civilization as his guide, Fornieri demonstrates the
important contribution of normative political philosophy to an understanding of our sixteenth president.
Informed by political theory that draws on the classics in revealing the timelessness of Lincoln’s example,
his interdisciplinary study offers profound insights for anyone interested in the nature of leadership,
statesmanship, political philosophy, political ethics, political history, and constitutional law.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In this wonderfully concise work on the politics of Lincoln, Joseph R. Fornieri performs to perfection the

task of laying out the lines of Lincoln's politics, not only for his time but also in terms of the seven classical

characteristics that make for ‘greatness of soul.’ Put away the treacly little handbooks that promise to deliver

Lincoln’s ‘leadership secrets’—here is the real stuff of Lincoln’s statesmanship.”—Allen C. Guelzo, author

of Fateful Lightning: A New History of the Civil War and Reconstruction

“By bringing the insights of political philosophy to bear on the study of Abraham Lincoln, Fornieri enriches

our understanding of what made the sixteenth president not only a great politician but also a great statesman.

Rejecting the cynical notion that a seasoned political operator cannot also be a principled idealist, Fornieri

shows that what made Lincoln great was that he was both. Clearly written and passionately argued, this is a

book from which scholars can learn but that general readers can enjoy.”—James Oakes, author of Freedom

National: The Destruction of Slavery in the United States

“Viewing Lincoln through the lens of political philosophy, Fornieri convincingly shows how the sixteenth

president piloted the ship of state prudently between the Scylla of utopian perfectionism and the Charybdis

of mere cynical shrewdness.”—Michael Burlingame, Chancellor Naomi B. Lynn Distinguished Chair in

Lincoln Studies, University of Illinois Springfield

About the Author

Joseph R. Fornieri is a professor of political science at the Rochester Institute of Technology and the director

of the Center for Statesmanship, Law, and Liberty. He is the author or editor of five books, including

Abraham Lincoln’s Political Faith and, with Sara Vaughn Gabbard, Lincoln’s America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alison Caulfield:

The book Abraham Lincoln, Philosopher Statesman make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Abraham
Lincoln, Philosopher Statesman being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
wide open and read a guide Abraham Lincoln, Philosopher Statesman. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?



Geneva Orta:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Abraham Lincoln, Philosopher Statesman book
because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Hayden Wolfe:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Abraham Lincoln,
Philosopher Statesman suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Abraham Lincoln, Philosopher Statesmanis one of several books that everyone read now. This book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Beverly Woods:

The guide with title Abraham Lincoln, Philosopher Statesman posesses a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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