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Reader reviews

(1) "Fantastic book ... very easy to follow and leads you gradually and gently to
the full mathematical detail of general relativity." (2) "Highly recommended for
anyone willing to invest some time and effort." - Amazon.com

(2) " ... do not be put off by thetitle! Thisisagreat book on relativity which
nicely bridges the gap between those books catering for readers who know little
or nothing about relativity and those texts intended for physics mathematical
specialists.” (2) "A new gold standard for physics books." (3) "A unigque book.
Well done the author." - Amazon.co.uk

Synopsis

Based on the concept of four-dimensional spacetime - curved in the vicinity of
mass-energy, flat in its absence - Einstein's theories of special and general
relativity together form a cornerstone of modern physics. Specia relativity has
some strangely counter-intuitive consequences, including time dilation, length
contraction, the relativity of simultaneity and mass-energy equivalence, whilst
genera relativity is at the heart of our understanding of black holes and the
evolution of the universe.

Using straightforward, accessible language, with numerous fully solved problems
and clear derivations and explanations, this book is aimed at the enthusiastic
general reader who wants to move beyond maths-lite popul arisations and tackle
the essential mathematics of this fascinating theory. (To paraphrase Euclid, there
isno royal road to relativity - you have to do the mathematics.) For those with
minimal mathematical background, the first chapter provides a crash coursein
foundation mathematics. The reader is then taken gently by the hand and guided
through awide range of fundamental topics, including Newtonian mechanics; the
Lorentz transformations; tensor calculus; the Einstein field equations; the
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Schwarzschild solution; the four classical tests of general relativity; simple black
holes; the mysteries of dark energy and the cosmological constant; and the
Friedmann equations and Friedmann-Robertson-Walker cosmological models.

Understand even the basics of Einstein's amazing theory and the world will never
seem the same again.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An accessible introduction to general and special theories of relativity" (Physicsdatabase.com)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Katie Martinez:

This A Most Incomprehensible Thing: Notes Towards a Very Gentle Introduction to the Mathematics of
Relativity book isjust not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you
will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This specific A Most
Incomprehensible Thing: Notes Towards a Very Gentle Introduction to the Mathematics of Relativity
without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry A Most Incomprehensible Thing: Notes Towards a Very Gentle Introduction to the Mathematics
of Relativity can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This A Most Incomprehensible Thing: Notes Towards
aVery Gentle Introduction to the Mathematics of Relativity having excellent arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Jim Weigel:

Often the book A Most Incomprehensible Thing: Notes Towards a Very Gentle Introduction to the
Mathematics of Relativity has alot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of
benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. M cdougal makes some research just before
write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Teresa Jones.

This A Most Incomprehensible Thing: Notes Towards a Very Gentle Introduction to the Mathematics of
Relativity is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal
with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great
arrange word or we can state no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having A Most Incomprehensible Thing: Notes Towards a Very Gentle
Introduction to the Mathematics of Relativity in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information
initisnot ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute
right but this book already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt that will?



Frank Bullard:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you should dois just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually A Most Incomprehensible Thing: Notes Towards a Very Gentle
Introduction to the Mathematics of Relativity. Thisbook that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get
many advantages.
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