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In the past, when sport simply excluded girls, the equation of males with active
athletic power and of females with weakness and passivity seemed to come
easily, almost naturally. Now, however, with girlsOCO and womenOCOs
dramatic movement into sport, the process of exclusion has become a bit subtler,
a bit more complicated-and yet, as Michael Messner shows us in this provocative
book, no less effective. In "Taking the Field," Messner argues that despite
profound changes, the world of sport largely retains and continues its longtime
conservative role in gender relations.To explore the current paradoxes of gender
in sport, Messner identifies and investigates three levels at which the center of
sport is constructed: the day-to-day practices of sport participants, the structured
rules and hierarchies of sport institutions, and the dominant symbols and belief
systems transmitted by the major sports media. Using these insights, he analyzes
a moment of gender construction in the lives of four- and five-year-old children
at a soccer opening ceremony, the way menOCOs violence is expressed through
sport, the interplay of financial interests and dominant menOCOs investment in
maintaining the status quo in the face of recent challenges, and the cultural
imagery at the core of sport, particularly televised sports. Through these
examinations Messner lays bare the practices and ideas that buttress-as well as
those that seek to disrupt-the masculine center of sport.a"Taking the Field"
exposes the subtle and not-so-subtle ways in which men and women collectively
construct gender through their interactions-interactions contextualized in the
institutions and symbols of sport."
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In the past, when sport simply excluded girls, the equation of males with active athletic power and of females
with weakness and passivity seemed to come easily, almost naturally. Now, however, with girlsOCO and
womenOCOs dramatic movement into sport, the process of exclusion has become a bit subtler, a bit more
complicated-and yet, as Michael Messner shows us in this provocative book, no less effective. In "Taking the
Field," Messner argues that despite profound changes, the world of sport largely retains and continues its
longtime conservative role in gender relations.To explore the current paradoxes of gender in sport, Messner
identifies and investigates three levels at which the center of sport is constructed: the day-to-day practices of
sport participants, the structured rules and hierarchies of sport institutions, and the dominant symbols and
belief systems transmitted by the major sports media. Using these insights, he analyzes a moment of gender
construction in the lives of four- and five-year-old children at a soccer opening ceremony, the way
menOCOs violence is expressed through sport, the interplay of financial interests and dominant menOCOs
investment in maintaining the status quo in the face of recent challenges, and the cultural imagery at the core
of sport, particularly televised sports. Through these examinations Messner lays bare the practices and ideas
that buttress-as well as those that seek to disrupt-the masculine center of sport.a"Taking the Field" exposes
the subtle and not-so-subtle ways in which men and women collectively construct gender through their
interactions-interactions contextualized in the institutions and symbols of sport."
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wilkerson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Taking the Field: Women,
Men, and Sports? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Deborah Young:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their
can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on guardería until university need this particular Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports to read.

Scott Bush:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports book
because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Chester Brown:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the following
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports why because the excellent cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.
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