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How shall we improve human health? One answer is: by eradication. The Gates
Foundation announced in 2007 that their goal is malaria eradication; another of
their prioritiesis polio eradication. Eradication means the complete elimination
of adisease through deliberate human intervention. It stands for an absolute in
public health.

This book by the award-winning historian of medicine Nancy Leys Stepanisan
accessible, beautifully written, and deeply researched examination of one of the
most controversial issuesin public health today. The eradication of disease might
seem like an absolute good. But critics of eradication argue that the huge
resources needed to achieve eradication could be better allocated toward
developing primary health services and general improvement in health.

This book aimsto look at the benefits and drawbacks of single-minded efforts to
rid the world of particular diseases, one at atime. The sweep of the book is
impressive, from the origins of the idea of complete eradication in the early
twentieth century until the present-day campaigns against polio, Guineaworm
disease, and now malaria. The author places eradication’s story in its many
contexts, from imperialism, changing notions of public health, the history of
medicine and its technol ogies, the development of international health agencies
such as the World Health Organization, and the impact of the Cold War on the
shift of attention to disease in devel oping countries.

At the center of this narrativeis Dr. Fred Lowe Soper (1893-1977), aU.S.-
trained doctor who became the arch-eradicationist of histime. His campaignsto
eradicate hookworm disease, yaws, yellow fever, malaria, and smallpox are
treated in compelling detail, as are the roles of international health agencies such
as the Rockefeller Foundation and the World Health Organization.

Throughout the book Stepan draws attention to the way that the ideal of
eradication has repeatedly arisen, phoenix-like, from its setbacks. In a powerful
conclusion, she uses the example of the current campaign to eradicate Guinea
worm disease to argue that, today, under the right circumstances, eradication and
primary health care need not be in conflict, as they were in the past, but can form
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mutually reinforcing policiesto improve the health and well-being of
populations, especially the poorest and most disease-burdened populations of the
world.
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How shall we improve human health? One answer is: by eradication. The Gates Foundation announced in
2007 that their goal is malaria eradication; another of their prioritiesis polio eradication. Eradication means
the complete elimination of a disease through deliberate human intervention. It stands for an absolute in
public health.

This book by the award-winning historian of medicine Nancy Leys Stepan is an accessible, beautifully
written, and deeply researched examination of one of the most controversial issuesin public health today.
The eradication of disease might seem like an absolute good. But critics of eradication argue that the huge
resources needed to achieve eradication could be better allocated toward developing primary health services
and general improvement in health.

This book aimsto look at the benefits and drawbacks of single-minded effortsto rid the world of particular
diseases, one at atime. The sweep of the book isimpressive, from the origins of the idea of complete
eradication in the early twentieth century until the present-day campaigns against polio, Guineaworm
disease, and now malaria. The author places eradication’s story in its many contexts, from imperialism,
changing notions of public health, the history of medicine and its technologies, the devel opment of
international health agencies such as the World Health Organization, and the impact of the Cold War on the
shift of attention to disease in developing countries.

At the center of this narrativeis Dr. Fred Lowe Soper (1893-1977), a U.S.-trained doctor who became the
arch-eradicationist of histime. His campaigns to eradicate hookworm disease, yaws, yellow fever, malaria,
and smallpox are treated in compelling detail, as are the roles of international health agencies such as the
Rockefeller Foundation and the World Health Organization.

Throughout the book Stepan draws attention to the way that the ideal of eradication has repeatedly arisen,
phoenix-like, from its setbacks. In a powerful conclusion, she uses the example of the current campaign to
eradicate Guinea worm disease to argue that, today, under the right circumstances, eradication and primary
health care need not be in conflict, as they were in the past, but can form mutually reinforcing policiesto
improve the health and well-being of populations, especially the poorest and most disease-burdened
populations of the world.
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Editorial Review
Review

"In Eradication, noted medical historian Nancy Leys Stepan objectively explores the origin, development of,
and controversy surrounding eradication programmes during the past centurywartsand al . . . . This book
should be required reading for all who are concerned with global health development; Stepan offers a
uniquely knowledgeable insight into the evolution and controversies intrinsic to the important idea of
eradication and its contributions to world health."?Donald A. Henderson, The Lancet

"Stepan uses a historical context to examine today's global infectious disease control efforts, the impact of
the new 'philanthro-capitalists’ on international health priorities and processes, and the push toward new
eradication targets. She raises important questions about whether it is ethical to devote massive resources
toward single-disease programs rather than supporting health infrastructure development more generally.
This well-written, accessible book is about the future of global health as much asit is about the history of
public health."?Choice

" Stepan has written an important and fascinating book on the evolution of disease eradication. She follows
the concept from the early twentieth century, when science held huge promise, to the recent pledge by the
Gates Foundation to eradicate malaria. The book serves as areality check for anyone vulnerable to the
seductions of noble goals and modern science. Stepan raises a series of provocative questions. For example,
would the vast resources spent on eradication campaigns have bought more health if they had been devoted
instead to strengthening health systems?'?Health Affairs

"Nancy Leys Stepan's monograph is an excellent study of the idea of eradicating disease and of the many
efforts, mostly unsuccessful, to completely eliminate avariety of infectious diseases. The concept of
eradicating disease grew out of discoveries of the disease-causing microbes subsequent to the nineteenth-
century bacteriological revolution. Stepan raises the important question of whether disease eradication is
possible or worth the effort."?Daniel J. Wilson, American Historical Review (2012)

"Stepan's history of eradication efforts gives you a good sense of how involved the work can get, how many
different kinds of approaches have been tried without success, and how much we' ve learned from our
failures. She writesin afairly academic style that may make it hard for non-expertsto get to her valuable
arguments, but it's worth the effort. Y ou come away from it with a clearer sense of how we can use the
lessons of the past to guide future efforts to save lives."?Bill Gates, "The Best Books | Read in 2015"



"It would be difficult to overestimate the value of this book. Clearly written and persuasively argued,
Eradication should be required reading for anyone interested in global health past or present. Nancy Leys
Stepan provides not only a significant account of the history of eradication but also deeper insight into the
history of international health institutions, imperial and Cold War politics, medical funding and
philanthropies, and the globalization of biomedicine. Because Stepan writes so accessibly and weds her
analysis to astute contemporary commentary, her book speaks to multiple audiences, including practitioners
themselves." ?Helen Tilley, historian of medicine and author of Africa as a Living Laboratory: Empire,
Development, and the Problem of Scientific Knowledge, 1870-1950

"It is very important finally to have a history of eradication, especially one of such quality and
comprehensiveness that considers local, national, and international experiences. Nancy Leys Stepanisa
celebrated scholar who has conducted pathbreaking research on malaria, yellow fever, and smallpox. To
eradicate or not to eradicate has been and continues to be an issue of central concern in global health.
Stepan's history forces usto ask, isit politically wise and socially useful and just to eradicate disease and, if
so, what conditions and past experiences must we take into account in deciding which diseases to

tackle?' ?Steven Palmer, Canada Research Chair in History of International Health, University of Windsor

"Do focused disease eradication attempts or more broadly based primary health-care efforts produce better
results? Stepan discusses this question in light of today's more foundation-driven public-health world,
including the Gates Foundation's declared goal to eradicate malaria. Her conclusion is that ‘eradication
efforts should be exceptional and rare.' For those working in or interested in public health, this book offers a
well-documented look at both the history and the current challenges of eradication."?Library Journal

About the Author

Nancy Leys Stepan is Professor Emeritus of History at Columbia University. Sheis the author of
Eradication, "The Hour of Eugenics': Race, Gender, and Nation in Latin America and Picturing Tropical
Nature, all from Cornell.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Raul Joyner:

Why don't make it to become your hahit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever?. Try to
stumble through book Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? as your pal. It meansthat it can
to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.



John Lyons:

The book Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book
Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? to get your habit, you can get alot more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases
Forever?. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Elvia Ecklund:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding materia if you want something to explain
what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is make one fedl bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All
people has many guestions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their can do that
will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need thiskind of Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? to read.

Frances Pierce:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? can
give you alot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases
Forever?.
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