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As the most populous country in Eastern Europe as well as the birthplace of the
largest anticommunist dissident movement, Poland is crucial in understanding
the end of the Cold War. During the 1980s, both the United States and the Soviet
Union vied for influence over Poland's politically tumultuous steps toward
democratic revolution. In this groundbreaking history, Gregory F. Domber
examines American policy toward Poland and its promotion of moderate voices
within the opposition, while simultaneously addressing the Soviet and European
influences on Poland's revolution in 1989. With a cast including Reagan,
Gorbachev, and Pope John Paul 11, Domber charts American support of
anticommunist opposition groups--particularly Solidarity, the underground
movement led by future president Lech Wa& 322;& 281;sa--and highlights the
transnational network of Polish emigres and trade unionists that kept the
opposition dive.

Utilizing archival research and interviews with Polish and American government
officials and opposition |eaders, Domber argues that the United States
empowered a specific segment of the Polish opposition and illustrates how Soviet
leaders unwittingly fostered radical, pro-democratic change through their
policies. The result is fresh insight into the global impact of the Polish pro-
democracy movement.
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As the most populous country in Eastern Europe as well as the birthplace of the largest anticommunist
dissident movement, Poland is crucial in understanding the end of the Cold War. During the 1980s, both the
United States and the Soviet Union vied for influence over Poland's politically tumultuous steps toward
democratic revolution. In this groundbreaking history, Gregory F. Domber examines American policy
toward Poland and its promotion of moderate voices within the opposition, while simultaneously addressing
the Soviet and European influences on Poland's revolution in 1989. With a cast including Reagan,
Gorbachev, and Pope John Paul 11, Domber charts American support of anticommunist opposition groups--
particularly Solidarity, the underground movement led by future president Lech Wa& 322;& 281;sa--and
highlights the transnational network of Polish emigres and trade unionists that kept the opposition alive.

Utilizing archival research and interviews with Polish and American government officials and opposition
leaders, Domber argues that the United States empowered a specific segment of the Polish opposition and
illustrates how Soviet leaders unwittingly fostered radical, pro-democratic change through their policies. The
result is fresh insight into the global impact of the Polish pro-democracy movement.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Empowering Revolution will lead to fundamental revisionsin history. . .. The book . . . teaches us about
present-day international politics. the failures of intelligence, the power of civil society, and the lesson that

the efficiency of soft diplomacy remains relevant in the twenty-first century.” --ldesbald Goddeeris, Leuven
University

[A] richly detailed work of history.--International Affairs

An example to many graduate students of how to do contemporary international history.-- Sarah Snyder,
American University

A fine book which shall ignite controversy regarding where the credit lay for the overthrow of Communism.-
-American Historical Review

An absorbing account...based on meticul ous research.--Journal of American History

A tour de force of new diplomatic history.--Journal of Savic Military Studies

Domber's overall argument for "empowering” is crisp and nuanced, while hisintervention in the ongoing
discussions of the US role in 1980s Poland isincisive.--H-Net Reviews

A subtle and thoroughly researched analysis of the U.S. part in Poland's path to freedom.--Savic Review

Thisimportant book will be of interest to historians and social scientists of Eastern Europe, social
movements, and revolutions, and to political scientists and diplomatic historians as a case study and
cautionary tale of the limits of diplomatic power.--Journal of American History



Domber properly placesin context the respective roles of the reform policies of the Reagan administration
and the Gorbachev government.--Choice

Review

Empowering Revolution is well written, well structured, lapidary in its arguments, and very thoroughly
researched. Thereis nothing likeit in either English or Polish (or German or French). It is by far the most
comprehensive treatment of this important subject, and Domber will be the most authoritative source on the
|ate twentieth-century Polish state's transition to democracy for many years to come.--Mark Kramer,
director, Cold War Studies, Harvard University

Thisis an excellent study of the United States reaction to the 1981 martial law crisisin Poland and its
subsequent role in the democratic transformation of the Polish People's Republic through 1989. Domber
provides a multi-perspective analysis that weaves into one compelling narrative both official and private
views and actions based on pathbreaking research in governmental and private American and Polish archives
and other sources. Thisisinternational history at its best.--Dr. Christian Ostermann, Director of the History
and Public Policy Program at the Woodrow Wilson Center

About the Author
Gregory F. Domber is associate professor of history at University of North Florida.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Gale:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Empowering Revolution:
America, Poland, and the End of the Cold War (The New Cold War History) book because this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it you probably know this.

Marcus Galvan:

The ability that you get from Empowering Revolution: America, Poland, and the End of the Cold War (The
New Cold War History) is amore deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Empowering
Revolution: America, Poland, and the End of the Cold War (The New Cold War History) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Empowering Revolution: America, Poland,
and the End of the Cold War (The New Cold War History) instantly.



William Riser:

Often the book Empowering Revolution: America, Poland, and the End of the Cold War (The New Cold War
History) has alot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of gain. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Gary Askew:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can haveitin
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Empowering Revolution: America, Poland, and the
End of the Cold War (The New Cold War History) can give you alot of friends because by you investigating
this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly
your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So, why hesitate?
Let's have Empowering Revolution: America, Poland, and the End of the Cold War (The New Cold War
History).
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