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Lalu Nathoy's father called his thirteen-year-old daughter his treasure, his
"thousand pieces of gold," yet when famine strikes northern China in 1871, he is
forced to sell her. Polly, as Lalu is later called, is sold to a brothel, sold again to a
slave merchant bound for America, auctioned to a saloonkeeper, and offered as a
prize in a poker game. This biographical novel is the extraordinary story of one
woman's fight for independence and dignity in the American West.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A story of struggle and survival as a woman-and slave-in China and the American West . . . Fast-paced and
entertaining-packed with adventure, drama, and inspiration.” —Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, San Francisco
Chronicle

“From Shanghai to San Francisco, Lalu Nathoy's courageous journey is an important contribution to the
history of pioneer women.” —Ms. Magazine

“This biographical novel has plenty of suspense and a strong story line. Reading it is a liberal education in
one phase of pioneer life in the West.” —Lucille McDonald, Seattle Times

“A valuable book that gives Chinese Americans another true heroine.” —Maxine Hong Kingston

“Ruthanne Lum McCunn has woven an enthralling work of fiction from the true-life story of Lalu
Nathoy.” —Elena Brunet, Los Angeles Times

About the Author
Ruthanne Lum McCunn, a Eurasian author, writes about the Chinese on both sides of the Pacific. Her award-
winning books include The Moon Pearl, Wooden Fish Songs, and Sole Survivor. McCunn's work has been
translated into nine languages and published in sixteen countries. She lives in San Francisco, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Jackson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book Thousand Pieces of Gold seemed to be making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
publication Thousand Pieces of Gold is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book Thousand Pieces of Gold. You never feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Helen Palmer:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
book you have read is Thousand Pieces of Gold.



John Hill:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Thousand Pieces of Gold, you are
able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Tammy Carver:

Thousand Pieces of Gold can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Thousand Pieces of Gold but doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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