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What is experimental literature? How has experimentation affected the course of
literary history, and how is it shaping literary expression today? Literary
experiment has always been diverse and challenging, but never more so than in
our age of digital media and social networking, when the very category of the
literary is coming under intense pressure. How will literature reconfigure itself in
the future?

The Routledge Companion to Experimental Literature maps this expansive and
multifaceted field, with essays on:

the history of literary experiment from the beginning of the twentieth century to●

the present
the impact of new media on literature, including multimodal literature, digital●

fiction and code poetry
the development of experimental genres from graphic narratives and found●

poetry through to gaming and interactive fiction
experimental movements from Futurism and Surrealism to Postmodernism,●

Avant-Pop and Flarf.

Shedding new light on often critically neglected terrain, the contributors
introduce this vibrant area, define its current state, and offer exciting new
perspectives on its future.

This volume is the ideal introduction for those approaching the study of
experimental literature for the first time or looking to further their knowledge.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The editors of The Routledge Companion to Experimental Literature have produced a marvellously
wide-ranging, informative, lucid - and often highly original - discussion of experimental writing in the
20th and 21st centuries. From the historical avant-gardes to avant-pop, digital fiction and code poetry,
this Companion will be an indispensable guide to new movements and to the intermedia post-generic
verbal works that now people our literary landscape." Marjorie Perloff, Stanford University, USA

"Experimental, avant-garde, innovative.... the recent history of such terms has been confusing because
they seem to blur into synonyms, to share family resemblances rather than strict definitions, and to
indicate distinctly different things for different disciplines and genres. With a series of short accessible
entries by the go-to authorities in a number of fields, this collection sketches the range of critical work
performed by labels that have proven as necessary as they are elusive." Craig Dworkin, The University
of Utah, USA

About the Author

Joe Bray is Senior Lecturer in English Language and Literature at the University of Sheffield, UK.

Alison Gibbons is Senior Lecturer in Stylistics, English Language and Literature at De Montfort University,
Leicester, UK.

Brian McHale is Distinguished Arts and Humanities Professor of English at Ohio State University, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Russell:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Routledge Companion to Experimental Literature
(Routledge Literature Companions). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important some sort of book The Routledge Companion to Experimental Literature
(Routledge Literature Companions). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

James Williams:

The book The Routledge Companion to Experimental Literature (Routledge Literature Companions) can



give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the best thing like a book The Routledge Companion to Experimental Literature (Routledge Literature
Companions)? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book The Routledge Companion to Experimental Literature (Routledge Literature Companions)
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous
world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Albert Matthews:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a book. The book The Routledge Companion to Experimental Literature (Routledge
Literature Companions) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Martin Hobson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Routledge Companion to Experimental
Literature (Routledge Literature Companions) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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