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A popular teaching that combined elements of Confucianism, Daoism,
Buddhism, folk beliefs, and Catholicism, Tonghak (Eastern Learning) is best
known for its involvement in a rebellion that touched off the Sino-Japanese War
(1894–1895) and accelerated Japanese involvement in Korea. Through a careful
reading of sources?including religious works and biographies many of which are
translated and annotated here into English for the first time?Salvation through
Dissent traces Tonghak’s rise amidst the debates over orthodoxy and heterodoxy
in Chos?n Korea (1392–1910) and its impact on religious and political identity
from 1860 to 1906. It argues that the teachings of founder Ch’oe Cheu
(1824–1864) attracted a large following among rural Koreans by offering them
spiritual and material promises to relieve conditions such as poverty and disease
and provided consolation in a tense geo-political climate. Following Ch’oe
Cheu’s martyrdom, his successors reshaped Tonghak doctrine and practice not
only to ensure the survival of the religious community, but also address shifting
socio-political needs. Their call for religious and social reforms led to an uprising
in 1894 and subsequent military intervention by China and Japan.

The work locates the origins of Korea’s twentieth-century religious nationalist
movement in the aftermath of the 1894 rebellion, the resurgence of Japanese
power after the Russo-Japanese War (1904–1905), and the re-creation of
Tonghak as Ch’?ngogyo (the Religion of the Heavenly Way) in 1905. As a study
of religion and politics, Salvation through Dissent adds a new layer of
understanding to Korea’s changing interactions with the world and the world’s
involvement with Korea. In addition to students and scholars of Korea’s early
modern period, it will appeal to those interested in global politics, Chinese and
Japanese studies, world religion, international relations, and peasant history. The
extensive, annotated translations will be of particular use in courses on Korea,
East Asia, and global religion.
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A popular teaching that combined elements of Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, folk beliefs, and
Catholicism, Tonghak (Eastern Learning) is best known for its involvement in a rebellion that touched off
the Sino-Japanese War (1894–1895) and accelerated Japanese involvement in Korea. Through a careful
reading of sources?including religious works and biographies many of which are translated and annotated
here into English for the first time?Salvation through Dissent traces Tonghak’s rise amidst the debates over
orthodoxy and heterodoxy in Chos?n Korea (1392–1910) and its impact on religious and political identity
from 1860 to 1906. It argues that the teachings of founder Ch’oe Cheu (1824–1864) attracted a large
following among rural Koreans by offering them spiritual and material promises to relieve conditions such as
poverty and disease and provided consolation in a tense geo-political climate. Following Ch’oe Cheu’s
martyrdom, his successors reshaped Tonghak doctrine and practice not only to ensure the survival of the
religious community, but also address shifting socio-political needs. Their call for religious and social
reforms led to an uprising in 1894 and subsequent military intervention by China and Japan.

The work locates the origins of Korea’s twentieth-century religious nationalist movement in the aftermath of
the 1894 rebellion, the resurgence of Japanese power after the Russo-Japanese War (1904–1905), and the re-
creation of Tonghak as Ch’?ngogyo (the Religion of the Heavenly Way) in 1905. As a study of religion and
politics, Salvation through Dissent adds a new layer of understanding to Korea’s changing interactions with
the world and the world’s involvement with Korea. In addition to students and scholars of Korea’s early
modern period, it will appeal to those interested in global politics, Chinese and Japanese studies, world
religion, international relations, and peasant history. The extensive, annotated translations will be of
particular use in courses on Korea, East Asia, and global religion.
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Editorial Review

Review
Kallander's Salvation Through Dissent . . . enhance not only our understanding of the origins and nature of
the religion that started as Tonghak and became Ch'ondogyo but also our understanding of the turbulent
history of Korea during the last decades of the Choson dynasty. . . . belong[s] on the bookshelves of anyone
interested in analyzing the process by which traditional societies transform themselves into modern nations.--
"Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies"

Review
Kallander’s Salvation Through Dissent . . . enhance not only our understanding of the origins and nature of
the religion that started as Tonghak and became Ch’?ndogyo but also our understanding of the turbulent
history of Korea during the last decades of the Chos?n dynasty. . . . belong[s] on the bookshelves of anyone
interested in analyzing the process by which traditional societies transform themselves into modern nations.
(Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies)

About the Author
Robert E. Buswell, Jr. holds the Irving and Jean Stone Endowed Chair in Humanities at the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA), where he is also Distinguished Professor of Buddhist Studies in the
Department of Asian Languages and Cultures and founding director of the university’s Center for Buddhist
Studies and Center for Korean Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mamie Wilson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Salvation
through Dissent: Tonghak Heterodoxy and Early Modern Korea (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and
Religion) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Salvation through Dissent: Tonghak Heterodoxy and Early Modern Korea (Korean Classics
Library: Philosophy and Religion)is the one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people
can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Clyde Harlan:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Salvation through Dissent:
Tonghak Heterodoxy and Early Modern Korea (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion), you are



able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Richard Chambers:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
read. Salvation through Dissent: Tonghak Heterodoxy and Early Modern Korea (Korean Classics Library:
Philosophy and Religion) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those
short spare time problems.

Stephen Lee:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Salvation through Dissent: Tonghak
Heterodoxy and Early Modern Korea (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) was multi-colored
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Salvation through Dissent: Tonghak Heterodoxy
and Early Modern Korea (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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