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The Liber Regularum, written by Tyconius in the Fourth Century A.D., was the
first system of biblical interpretation proposed by a Latin theologian. Augustine
was very interested in this work and included an extraordinary summation of it in
his De doctrina christiana. Although this treatment insured the preservation of the
work and its lasting fame, Augustine's summary became better known than the
original. Pamela Bright's The Book of Rules of Tyconius: Its Purpose and Inner
Logic reintroduces this neglected classic of early church literature. Bright asserts
that although Augustine was greatly influenced by the Liber Regularum, his
philosophical differences caused him to misunderstand its meaning. Bright
reexamines the meaning of “prophecy” and “rule” from Tyconius's perspective
and reveals that the purpose of the book was not to provide a general guide to
scriptural interpretation, but rather a way to interpret apocalyptic texts. She cites
Tyconius's intense concern with evil in the church as the genesis of his interest in
the apocalypse and subsequently the meaning of the scripture concerning it.
Tyconius speaks of the “seven mystical rules” of scripture that with the grace of
the Holy Spirit reveal the true meaning of prophecy. If an interpreter follows the
“logic” of these rules, the nature of the church as composed by both good and
evil membership is revealed. Bright argues that Tyconius was not illogical or
incompetent in the work's composition as many critics have claimed but rather
that he organized his material in a concentric pattern so that Rule Four, the center
of the seven rules, is also the central development of his theory. Of interest to
theologians, students of biblical interpretation and of Augustine, The Book of
Rules of Tyconius focuses attention upon a work that had great influence on the
understanding of the nature of the church, on interpreting scripture, and its
meaning for the Church of its day.
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The Liber Regularum, written by Tyconius in the Fourth Century A.D., was the first system of biblical
interpretation proposed by a Latin theologian. Augustine was very interested in this work and included an
extraordinary summation of it in his De doctrina christiana. Although this treatment insured the preservation
of the work and its lasting fame, Augustine's summary became better known than the original. Pamela
Bright's The Book of Rules of Tyconius: Its Purpose and Inner Logic reintroduces this neglected classic of
early church literature. Bright asserts that although Augustine was greatly influenced by the Liber
Regularum, his philosophical differences caused him to misunderstand its meaning. Bright reexamines the
meaning of “prophecy” and “rule” from Tyconius's perspective and reveals that the purpose of the book was
not to provide a general guide to scriptural interpretation, but rather a way to interpret apocalyptic texts. She
cites Tyconius's intense concern with evil in the church as the genesis of his interest in the apocalypse and
subsequently the meaning of the scripture concerning it. Tyconius speaks of the “seven mystical rules” of
scripture that with the grace of the Holy Spirit reveal the true meaning of prophecy. If an interpreter follows
the “logic” of these rules, the nature of the church as composed by both good and evil membership is
revealed. Bright argues that Tyconius was not illogical or incompetent in the work's composition as many
critics have claimed but rather that he organized his material in a concentric pattern so that Rule Four, the
center of the seven rules, is also the central development of his theory. Of interest to theologians, students of
biblical interpretation and of Augustine, The Book of Rules of Tyconius focuses attention upon a work that
had great influence on the understanding of the nature of the church, on interpreting scripture, and its
meaning for the Church of its day.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In [The Bright Book of Rules of Tyconius], Bright displays the chiastic structure of the rules as the clue to
deciphering [Tyconius's] interpretative theory . . . [Her] work is an enticing invitation to the reading of
Tyconius for his own sake.” 
 
 
(Journal of Religion)

“While lamenting the fact that the world knows the Liber regularum Tyconii primarily through Augustine's
biased comments in De doctrina christiana and other interpreters, Bright attempts to set the record straight
by allowing Tyconius to stand on his own. Even though generations of scholars have considered the Book of
Rules confusing and disordered, Bright advances and successfully defends the novel hypothesis that
Tyconius's Book of Rules does have an organization and plan, which manifests an inherent logic and order.”
(Catholic Historical Review)

“[Bright] successful[ly] ... puts Tyconius in the context of his own time and carefully describes his seven
rules of scriptural interpretation, clearly analyzing and affirming their unity. . .”.
(Patristics)

About the Author

Pamela Bright is chair of the theology department at Concordia College, Montreal. She is the editor and
translator of Augustine and the Bible, also published by the University of Notre Dame Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ted Bryant:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of
them is this Book of Rules of Tyconius, The: Its Purpose and Inner Logic (ND Christianity & Judaism
Anitqui).



Gabriel Reyes:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be Book of Rules of Tyconius, The: Its Purpose and Inner Logic (ND Christianity &
Judaism Anitqui).

Anthony Alfaro:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Book of Rules of Tyconius, The: Its Purpose and Inner Logic (ND Christianity &
Judaism Anitqui) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Tracy Rojas:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Book of Rules of Tyconius, The: Its Purpose and Inner
Logic (ND Christianity & Judaism Anitqui) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Book of Rules of Tyconius, The: Its Purpose and Inner Logic (ND Christianity & Judaism Anitqui) has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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