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Medieval Islamic society set great store by the transmission of history: to edify,
argue legal points, explain present conditions, offer political and religious
legitimacy, and entertain. Modern scholars, too, have had much to say about the
usefulness of early Islamic history-writing, although this debate has traditionally
focused overwhelmingly on the central Islamic lands.

This book looks instead at local and regional history-writing in Medieval Iberia.
Drawing on numerous Arabic texts – historical, geographical and biographical –
composed and transmitted in al-Andalus, North Africa and the Islamic east
between the ninth and fourteenth centuries, Nicola Clarke offers a nuanced and
detailed analysis of narratives about the eighth-century Muslim conquest of
Iberia. Comparing how individual episodes, characters, and themes are treated in
different texts, and how this treatment relates to intellectual debates, literary
trends, and socio-political conditions at the time of writing, she shows how
competing priorities shaped myriad variations on a single story and how the
scholars and patrons of a corner of the Islamic world distant from Baghdad
viewed their own history.

Offering a framework in which historians of Christian Iberia (and of Christian
Europe more generally) can approach and make sense of culturally-significant
texts from Muslim Iberia, this book will also be relevant to broader debates about
the historiography of early Islam. As such, it will be of great interest to scholars
of historiography, world history and Islamic studies.
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Medieval Islamic society set great store by the transmission of history: to edify, argue legal points, explain
present conditions, offer political and religious legitimacy, and entertain. Modern scholars, too, have had
much to say about the usefulness of early Islamic history-writing, although this debate has traditionally
focused overwhelmingly on the central Islamic lands.

This book looks instead at local and regional history-writing in Medieval Iberia. Drawing on numerous
Arabic texts – historical, geographical and biographical – composed and transmitted in al-Andalus, North
Africa and the Islamic east between the ninth and fourteenth centuries, Nicola Clarke offers a nuanced and
detailed analysis of narratives about the eighth-century Muslim conquest of Iberia. Comparing how
individual episodes, characters, and themes are treated in different texts, and how this treatment relates to
intellectual debates, literary trends, and socio-political conditions at the time of writing, she shows how
competing priorities shaped myriad variations on a single story and how the scholars and patrons of a corner
of the Islamic world distant from Baghdad viewed their own history.

Offering a framework in which historians of Christian Iberia (and of Christian Europe more generally) can
approach and make sense of culturally-significant texts from Muslim Iberia, this book will also be relevant to
broader debates about the historiography of early Islam. As such, it will be of great interest to scholars of
historiography, world history and Islamic studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Muslim conquest of Iberia contains seven ripping chapters and an excellent conclusion... This
carefully balanced monograph is certainly destined to become the standard text on the subject of the
causation, contextualization and evolution of traditional Arab accounts of the Andalusian conquest
into later tropes, formats and formulae for differing audiences. It is probably one of the best accounts
of its kind since Stanley Lane-Poole’s The story of the Moors in Spain (1886) and will appeal to quite a
broad audience... Clarke has produced something fairly new and exciting here – not yet another
discussion of the 711 conquest but rather more precisely a history of medieval historians at work.
Above all else, perhaps, Clarke’s engaging enthusiasm for her subject – and her sense of humour –
resonate through the text and make this book a true pleasure to read." - Abdullah Drury; Islam and
Christian–Muslim Relations, 23:4, 543-545 (2012).

About the Author

Nicola Clarke is a Junior Research Fellow at Wolfson College, Oxford, UK, and teaches in the history
department at Lancaster University, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Franks:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Muslim Conquest of Iberia: Medieval Arabic
Narratives (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East). You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The Muslim Conquest of Iberia:
Medieval Arabic Narratives (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Daryl Steele:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Muslim Conquest of Iberia: Medieval Arabic Narratives (Culture and
Civilization in the Middle East) book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with The Muslim Conquest of Iberia: Medieval
Arabic Narratives (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The Muslim Conquest of Iberia: Medieval Arabic Narratives



(Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Tammy Robinson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be read. The Muslim Conquest of Iberia: Medieval Arabic Narratives (Culture and Civilization in the Middle
East) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Jean Taylor:

This The Muslim Conquest of Iberia: Medieval Arabic Narratives (Culture and Civilization in the Middle
East) is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little digest in reading this The Muslim Conquest of Iberia: Medieval Arabic Narratives (Culture and
Civilization in the Middle East) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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