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The man whose name is shorthand for all that is ugly in politics was more
nuanced than his reputation suggests. Christopher Celenza’s portrait of
Machiavelli removes the varnish to reveal not just the hardnosed philosopher but
the skilled diplomat, learned commentator on ancient history, comic playwright,
tireless letter writer, and thwarted lover.
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Editorial Review

Review
By setting the author of The Prince in his historical context, Christopher Celenza captures the brilliance,
risk-taking, danger, and sheer exuberant delight of the Italian Renaissance. With particular sensitivity to the
precise nuances of Machiavelli’s language, Celenza enables us to seize upon what continues to be relevant in
his work to our own time and place. (Stephen Greenblatt, author of The Swerve: How the World Became
Modern)

Celenza’s Machiavelli is a man passionately engaged in history, a scholar of the past whose interests run
from the remote annals of ancient Rome to the tormented chronicles of early modern Italy, and an
unflaggingly committed participant in the events of his own time. The result is a singularly humane portrait
of a wise man making his way through what was often a cruel, chaotic world. (Ingrid Rowland, University of
Notre Dame)

A brief, erudite exposition of the Florentine secretary’s mores and intentions. In this accessible work,
Celenza explores why Machiavelli’s The Prince continues to enthrall readers and how the author’s other,
less-well-known works, such as his comedies, can help enrich the way we understand him…A compelling
portrait of the life of a man ‘subject to and involved in history, who believed…that by interpreting the past
sagely, one could act more fruitfully in the present.’ (Kirkus Reviews 2014-12-01)

Both readable and trustworthy. (Steve Donoghue Open Letters Monthly 2015-02-15)

Machiavellian. The very word calls up images of plots, daggers and devious minds. Christopher Celenza
separates the man from the melodrama. (Steven Carroll Sydney Morning Herald 2015-02-21)

Demonstrates how Machiavelli’s thoughts on conflict and leadership are relevant to today’s political world.
(L. B. Gimelli Choice 2015-10-01)

About the Author
Christopher S. Celenza is Chairman of the Classics Department and Charles Homer Haskins Professor at
Johns Hopkins University.  From 2010-2014 he served as Director of the American Academy in Rome.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Machiavelli, it is
possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a guide.



Paul Howell:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is Machiavelli this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Hector Medlin:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Machiavelli can make you really feel more interested to read.

Denise Kerrigan:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Machiavelli to make your current reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to
be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the book Machiavelli
can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these
time.
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